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Fig. 3. “Millions of people around the world are stateless. This is a matter of concern. The Convention on the Reduction 
of Statelessness is an important tool for tackling the problem. Many States already have legislation that is compliant with 
the provisions of the Convention and implementing it costs very little. Yet few States are parties to this instrument. We 
need to change that. I pledge the full support of my Office to governments wishing to become parties”. António Guterres, 
secretary-general of the United Nations, https://www.refworld.org/docid/4cad866e2.html.



UGHJ – UniCamillus Global Health Journal 4 | June 2023  73

Advocating the Minimum Health Care Policy for Those Who Are Invisible 73

Notes and References

1. https://www.statelessness.eu/issues/protect-
ing-rights-stateless-people.

2. https://idlo.int/sites/default/files/2022/other/docu-
ments/addressing_statelessness_through_the_rule_of_law_
publication.pdf.

3. https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/up-
loads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-State-
less-Persons_ENG.pdf.

4. https://www.unhcr.org/what-we-do/protect-hu-
man-rights/ending-statelessness/un-conventions-stateless-
ness.

5. https://www.statelessness.eu/.
6. https://www.statelessness.eu/about/impact-re-

port-2019-20#message.
7. https://www.statelessness .eu/sites/default/

files/2021-04/ENS_Health_Situation_Assessment_Europe.
pdf.

8. ENS Report. Situation assessment of statelessness, health, 
and Covid-19 in Europe. PHI, John Moores University, Liver-
pool 2021, p. 13.

9. Situation assessment of statelessness, health, and Covid-19 
in Europe, foreword, p. 3.

10. https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/
press-releases/2015/12/04/council-adopts-conclu-
sions-on-statelessness/.

11. https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/pages/page/plat-
form-statelessness_en.

12 . https ://home-affairs .ec .europa.eu/system/
files/2020-09/emn-informs-00_inform_statelessness_final.
pdf.

General References

Fripp E. (2016), Nationality and Statelessness in the Inter-
national Law of Refugee Status, Bloomsbury Publishing PLC, 
London.

Matias G. (2019), Citizenship as a Human Right, Palgrave 
McMillian, Basingstoke.

Siegelberg M.L. (2020), Statelessness. A Modern history, 
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA – London.

coincides with that of “undocu-
mented” migrants. A condition 
of administrative irregularity 
that pushes to the bottom of 
civil society these figures de-
prived of any a guarantee of le-
gality. In addition, it is increas-
ingly difficult to address the 
issue of fundamental rights if 
this is strongly linked – inevita-
bly – to the “bureaucratic” issue 
of a “simple” documents.

Any action to protect the 
vulnerabilities faced by those in 
a stateless condition in a coun-
try must necessarily start with 
a clear definition of the legal 
body of the stateless condition 
and that should be done at the 
level of Magna Charta for states.

Without a strong relevant 
philosophy and legal action 
and despite strong advocacy 
by civil society and interna-
tional organisations including 
UNHCR during the pandemic, 
the data collected in the ENS, 
Situation Assessment of State-
lessness, Health, and Covid-19 in 
Europe shows that stateless peo-
ple experience extraordinary 
vulnerabilities and rights viola-
tions in relation to health, but 
not only. It draws attention to 
their invisible nature in com-
munities, policies, countries, 
and at the European level. It 
reveals a clear absence of spe-
cific empirical evidence and 
attention, by States, on the im-

plications of statelessness for 
effectively addressing Covid-19. 

So, the main question is… 
what are the consequences 
that stateless people encounter 
today worldwide? Without cit-
izenship or a minimum process 
of “National recognition” based 
on the “territory”, stateless 
people have no legal protection 
at all and no right to vote and 
they often lack access to educa-
tion, employment, and health 
care, registration of birth, mar-
riage or death, and property 
rights.

They have no access to life. 
Just survive to themselves, 
without past or future, and an 
uncertain present.
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Refugee camps are considered as extraterritorial units. In some, 
the right to health is respected, while in others it isn’t. After all, 
this is a reflection of a world in which most countries, if not too 
many, are not able or willing to take care of the less fortunate.
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