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Present and Past Approaches
to the Ancient Military History

A Short Bibliographical Survey of the Current Studies

di VIRGILIO ILART

“How deceitful are those who attach the Romans to every word!
They should have a city conditioned as they were, and then go-
vern themselves according to that example; which to those who
have the disproportionate qualities is as disproportionate, as it
would be to want a donkey to do the course of a horse.”

Francesco Guicciardini, Ricordi, n. 110.!

SummaRry. The current history boom as a fallout of the End of history. “Old” and
“New” perspectives in military history. Presentism in military history. a) Clas-
sicism in Early-Modern Europe. b) The History of the Art of War (1848-1914).
Ancient Wars in contemporary strategic studies and war decision-making. Past
and Present in Ancient Military History. Purpose and criteria of this bibliographic

selection.

The current history boom as a fallout of the End of history

n March 2024 a Roman military history specialist wrote on Foreign Policy
that the decades-long trend of de-funding history courses in American uni-
versities was endangering national security because it threatened “to pro-
duce a generation of politicians and consultants whose worldview is increasingly,
and dangerously, superficial”.? Historiographical production (academic, indepen-

1 InId., Opere a cura di V. De Caprariis, Milano-Napoli, Ricciardi, 1953, p. 120.
2 Brett Devereaux, «The History Crisis Is a National Security Problem. As universities shed
scholars key learning disappears», Foreign Policy, March 10, 2024.
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dent, amateur, popular), however, is bucking the trend. Not only is it not in decli-
ne, but thanks to the Internet, it is growing exponentially. Between 2002 and 2013
in the United States alone, 12 to 15 thousand history books were printed annually.
* The phenomenon also affects military history, another field generally considered
in crisis by specialists: and ancient military history is — along with the history of
the Napoleonic wars and the two world wars — the most successful subgenre. And
even the negative bias that limits academic recognition of military history seems
to except Greek, Roman, and Byzantine history.

Paradoxically, the growing popular, media, editorial, and academic interest in
military history in general, and ancient warfare in particular, is also a fallout of
the crisis of military history as a critical function of the science and art of war.
The post-historical, post-political, and post-heroic thirty years following the Cold
War removed not the use of force, but the science and historical and political con-
sciousness of war. As during the Pax Augusta, to write today on history of war
is rather “an object of delight (&véOnpa) for retired commanders” than “a school
(6oxnotg) for good generals.” It was the “end of history” that made possible the
“appearance of war as a historical object in itself in the first 2000 issue of the An-
nales,” the previously “unthinkable” symptomatic event in the “historiographic
landscape” captured by Luigi Loreto.®

“Old” and “New” perspectives in military history

In fact, despite the misunderstood histoire-bataille controversy,® the occasio-
nal Annales interest in military history had illustrious precedents: apart from the

3 Number of new books and editions published in the United States in the category ‘history’
from 2002 to 2013, Statista,

4 Onas. pr. 4: TOAU@V T€ NYEROVWYV KaTA TNV oePacTthy eiprivnv dvabnua - otpatny@v te
ayaBav doxnotg (trad. Oldfather, p. 371).

5 Luigi Loreto, Per la storia militare del mondo antico. Prospettive retrospettive, Napoli, Jove-
ne, 2006, p. 1. See «La Guerre. Comptes-rendus» (Annales, ESC, 55, 2000, pp. 153-197).

6 The epithet, coined in 1841 by Amans-Alexis Monteil, the most famous among the “fore-
runners” and inspirers of the Annales, was in fact about the reduction of national history to
a chronicle and monumental history, punctuated on the pomp and nefariousness of rulers
and courts (Monteil, Influence de I'histoire des divers états: ou comment fut allée la France si
elle eut eu cette histoire, Paris, W. Coquebert, 1840, pp. 8, 74, 86ss., 93-94, 118ss.). V. Ilari,
«Storia delle battaglie fra storia militare e histoire-bataille», in Id., Clausewitz in Italia e al-
tri scritti di storia militare, Roma, Aracne, 2019, pp. 45-47.
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journal itself [a Piero Pieri’s essay on military history,” a deep review of Pro-
blemes de la guerre en Greéce®] one need only think of L étrange défaite ° or La
dimanche de Bouvines.'® But, from the old-fashion point of view, the suspicious
article on the Annales 2000 heralded barbarian incursions ultra crepidam, threa-
tening the sovereignty of political, legal, economic and military sciences over the
study of war. Indeed, this quadrivium, or constellation of disciplines encompas-
sed all that needed to be known to wage and understand war. An epistéme made
up of codifications of Western experience sanitized by critical history. Whose
task was to intellectualize (intellegere) experience in order to review (recensire)
the genesis, variations, and relativity of codifications, according to the dichotomy
between “external” history (necessaria ad intelligendum) and “internal” history
(quae variationes recensit) intuited in 1668 by Leibniz regarding the history of
law. !! This task cannot be accomplished in an interdisciplinary way: it is not a
matter of comparing the two perspectives, historical and scientific, in parallel,
but of historicizing science and therefore seriously mastering both perspectives.
Which requires the formation of special Centaur disciplines, such as precisely the
history of law and other sciences, including the military.

In the perspective of this Apollonian epistéme, the contribution of social hi-
story to the study of war could be — at best — a Dionysian dumping ground from
which to laboriously filter some useful revision of external history. And at worst,
a deafening babel of neologisms and pseudo-concepts forged by the ignorance
and prosopopoeia of the parvenu. With the not unfounded fear that, in a society
convinced of the war’s extinction, study would be reduced to commemoration,
erudition and entertainment, becoming increasingly ancillary to the needs and
rules of the publishing market, social communication and institutional and ideo-

7  Piero Pieri, «Sur les dimensions de I'histoire militaire», Annales, ESC, 18, N. 4, 1963, pp.
625-638.

8 Jean-Pierre Darmon, «Problémes de la guerre dans la Gréce ancienne», Annales.ESC, 25,
N. 5, 1970. pp. 1298-1308.

9 Marc Bloch, Létrange défaite. Témoignage écrit en 1940.

10 Georges Duby, La dimanche de Bouvines, 1973.

11 Nova Methodus discendae docendaeque iurisprudentiae (1668), Pars I1, 29-30 (W. G. Leibni-
tii, Opera Omnia, Genevae, apud Fratres de Tournes, 1768, t. IV, pars I1I Iurisprudentia, pp.
191-92). E. Taranowsky, «Leibniz und die sogenannte duflere Rechtsgeschichte», Zeitschrift
der Savigny-Stiftung fiir Rechtsgeschichte, Germanistische Abteilung 27 = 40, 1906, pp. 190-
233.
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logical identities, punctuated by anniversaries and the monumentalization of the
past. And it would also lose the epistemic heritage and practical purpose of mili-
tary history, denying it the specialized status accorded instead to other historical
disciplines such as legal and economic history, and so on.

Effects that in various ways and measures have weighed on the social per-
ception and scientific study of warfare in the first quarter of this century, with
emblematic events such as the merger (2013) of the Militérgeschichtliches For-
schungsamt (FMGA) with the Sozialwissenschaftliches Institut (SoWI) of the
Bundeswehr, '? or the centenary of 1914 celebrated by the European Parliament as
the definitive pacification of a reconciliated continent, just as the “man of another
century” 13 reopened the old Eastern and Middle Eastern fronts of 1914 frozen by
the Cold War.

But the obliteration of scientific military history was temporary and confi-
ned to continental Europe, while the irruption of social history into war studies
has not merely enriched “external” history; in fact, it has extraordinarily broa-
dened the methods and research horizon, including, and especially, in the study
of the Greek, Roman, Byzantine and Medieval war experience. About methods,
the current studies strongly stimulated and refined the interdisciplinary interac-
tion between philology, archaeology, oplology, geosciences, cartography, icono-
graphy, statistics, computer science, artistic, literary and film reconstruction and
representation. It went beyond the classicist and Occidentalist canon based on

12 See the de.wikipedia entries «Militargeschichtliche Forschungsamt», «Sozialwissen-
schaftliches Institut», «Zentrum fiir Militargeschichte und Sozialwissenschaften der
Bundeswehr» and «Militargeschichte». Contrary to Loreto’s expectations (cit. pp.) the
beginning of the sociological trend and academic “civilization” of military history in
Germany also dates back to the fateful 2000s, with the essays by Thomas Kithne and
Benjamin Ziemann, (Hrsg.), Was ist Militdrgeschichte?, In Verbindung mit dem Arbe-
itskreis Militargeschichte e. V. und dem Institut fiir soziale Bewegungen der Ruhr-Uni-
versitit Bochum [Tagung in November 1998 in Bochum], Paderborn, Miinchen,
Wien, Ziirich, Ferdinand Schoning Verlag, 2000 (= Krieg in der Geschichte, Bd. 6). See
here Kithne/Ziemann, «Militargeschichte in der Erweiterung» (pp. 9-46) and Bernd
WEGNER, «Wozu Operationsgeschichte?» (pp. 105-114). See too G Krumeich, «Mil-
itdi»rgeschichte fiir eine zivile Gresellschaft», in Christian Cornelissen, Geschichtswis-
senschaften. Eine Einfiihrung, Frankfurt/M., 2000, pp. 178-93; Jutta Novosadtko, Krieg,
Gewalt und Ordnung. Einfithrung in die

13 Angela Merkel, in a phone call with President Obama (March 3, 2014) said that Putin lived
«in another world» (Natalie Villacorta, «20 great quotes on Putin, Obamav», Politico, May 3,
2014).
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Greek and Roman literature, both integrating Byzantine and Medieval sources and
exploring connections and comparisons with the war experiences of other ancient
Mediterranean civilizations, predating or contemporary to the Roman-Hellenistic
world. Finally, it opened new perspectives and proposed new paradigms, essen-
tially applying contemporary perspectives, themes and categories. For example,
in the application to the ancient world of frontier, gender and memory studies, of

99 6y

themes such as “armée et fiscalité,” “defeat,” “logistics,” “intelligence,” and of

99 ¢¢

descriptive/interpretive categories such as “strategy (in practice),” “generalship,”

99 <¢ 99 <e

“grand strategy,” “seapower,” “guerrilla,
tics.” [See the selected bibliography, §.2].

99 ¢

military revolution,” and “geopoli-

The horizon of the “old”, scientific military history, on the other hand, was
much narrower, because it wanted to frame the present, and the method consi-
sted of purposive selection, which we find applied in Clausewitzian studies of
the Italian or Russian campaigns and theorized by Mahan in his prologue to the
American Association of Historians.'* Both disregarded ancient military history,
because in history they did not look for examples' or “parallels” between past
and modern strategies, but the diagnosis and framework of the present . The only
ancient reference found in Mahan is a comparison between the role of Tarentum
in the Athenian expedition to Sicily and that of Santiago de Cuba for the 1898
Spanish squadron and Port Arthur for the 1904 Russian Empire. '° In an 1809 let-
ter to Fichte, Clausewitz criticized Machiavelli’s Art of War, because it was “too
of the art of war of the Ancients”,
and lacking the “free and independent judgment” he valued in Machiavelli’s po-

99 <¢

much taken” from the “spirit” and “forms

litical writings. 7 And von Hoyer too excluded from his research the era before

14 A.T. Mahan, Subordination in Historical Treatment, Presidential address delivered Decem-
ber 26, 1902 at the Philadelphia meeting of the American Historical Association (Annual
Report of the AHA, 1902, pp. 49-63). Online. See Ilari, «Nota sulla prolusione di Mahan
allAmerican Historical Association», in Id., Clausewitz, cit., pp. 157-161.

15 See the Clausewitz’s caveat on the examples (Vom Kriege, 11, 6).

16 Ilari, «Thucydides Traps. The Peloponnesian War in America Political Rhetoric and in Se-
nior Military Education», in Luca Iori, Ivan Matijasi¢ (Eds.), Thucydides in the Age of Extre-
mes and Beyond. Academia and Politics, Newcastle upon Tyne and Venice: History of Clas-
sical Scholarship, Supplementary Volume 5, 2022, pp. 270-71.

17 Hans Schulz, Machiavell. Nebst einem Briefe Carls von Clausewitz an Fichte, kritische Ausga-
be, Leipzig, Verlag von Felix Meier, 1918; 1925* [G. E. Frigo (cur.), Fichte-Clausewitz Sul
principe di Machiavelli, Gallo, Ferrara, 1990, p. 123] Quot. by Immacolata Eramo, «Disegni
di guerra. La tradizione dei diagrammi tattici greci nellArte della guerra di Niccolo
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the gunpowder revolution. '

The broadening of the horizon pursued by the “new”, social military history
presupposes precisely the rejection of “presentism” ! and the recontextualization
of war in the history of the past, including that of the ancient and medieval world.
Ultimately, the historian’s job is to reconstruct the past and its documentation in
a rigorous and controllable manner. And the more freely he or she can do this, the
more he or she can go into the “pathless wilderness” (dpébodog HAn), as a critical
philologist contemporary with Polybius called history (while stressing the need
to bring order to it).”* Military historiography, especially of ancient warfare, is
thus experiencing an exciting and flourishing “Herodotean moment,” breaking
out of the otherwise controversial Thucydides canons, *' and leaving it to the so-
cial sciences to extract generalizations, judgments and anticipations.

Presentism in military history. a) Classicism in Early-Modern Europe

Mind, however, that the modern study of ancient military history has experien-
ced three other forms of “presentism,” very different from the post-Clausewitzian
“presentism” focused on modern and contemporary warfare. The first form of
military-historical “presentism” was, from Machiavelli to Guischardt, Classicism

Machiavelli», in Vanna Maraglino (cur.), Scienza antica in eta moderna, Teoria e immagini,
Bari, Cacucci, 2012, p. 36.

18 Johann Gottfried von Hoyer, Geschichte der Kriegskunst: seit der erster Anwendung des
Schiesspulvers zum Kriegsgebrauch bis an das Ende des achtzehnten Jahrhuderts, in Geschichte
der Kiinste und Wissenschaften, von einen Gesellschaft gelehrter Manner, Géttingen, bey
Johann Georg Rosenbusch, 1799-1800.

19 Adrian Wilson and T. G. Ashplant, «Whig History and Present-centred History», The
Historical Journal, 31, 1988, pp 1-16. Lynn Hunt [President of the American Historical
Association, AHA], «Against Presentism», Perspectives in History, May 1, 2002. David
Armitage, «In defense of presentism», in D. M. MacMahon (Ed.), History and Human
Flourishing, OUP, 2023, pp. 44-69.

20 The grammarian Tauriscus, disciple of Crates of Mallo (Sesto Empirico, Contra Mathemati-
cos, 249). S. Mazzarino, Il pensiero storico classico, Roma-Bari, Laterza, 1974, A, pp. 485 ss.

21 Plutarch, The Malice of Herodotus, ed. by A. J. Bowen, Liverpool U.P,, 1992. J. Marincola,
On Writing History from Herodotus to Herodian, Penguin Books, 2017. Matthew Fox, “Di-
onysius, Lucian, and the Prejudice against Rhetoric in History,” The Journal of Roman His-
tory, Vol. 91, Nov. 2001, pp. 76-93. Ugo Fantasia, “The Long Shadow of Thucydides,” Inci-
dence of the Ancient, 10, 2012, pp. 209-222 and Id., “Afterword,” in Dino Piovan, Thucydides
in Europe. Greek Historians and Historiography in the Age of Historicism, Milan and Udine,
Mimesis, 2018..
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applied to the art of war, which precisely through the humanistic restitutio of the
ancient scientia and disciplina militaris constructed the modern military voca-
bulary, literature and science. As indeed happened in parallel in every other field
of knowledge — not only politics and law, but also art, architecture, mechanics,
mathematics, medicine — in a constant dialogue between Ancients and Moderns.

The restitutio of the ancient knowledge was also a cultural revolution equal in
importance to the eighteenth-century encyclopedism that founded contemporary
culture. This revolution founded the modern state on the widespread removal
of medieval Christendom, and also provided the blueprint for the Spanish con-
quest of the New World 2. Furthermore, Classics widespread military culture,
still exhibited by the Thucydides Anglicus and Clark’s Vegetius carried with by
the British officers during the American War of Independence. 2 The bibliothéque
portative that in June 1809, from Schoenbrunn, Napoleon commissioned from
his librarian, was made up of three thousand pocket volumes in 30 cases, two
fifths of which are “histoire ancienne” and “histoire du bas-Empire”, each com-
prising [volumes] “par les originaux” and [volumes] “par les modernes”. 2*

b) The History of the Art of War (1848-1914)

A new form of “presentism” was the “History of the Art of War” (Geschichte
der Kriegskunst) flourished between 1848 and 1914. This new approach to mili-
tary history grafted the scientific and academic historiography into the practical
study of the art (Kriegskunst) and the science of war (Kriegs-Wissenschaft). This
crossed fertilization was favored by the fact that academic historians belonged to
the political and military elite of their nations and many also had political com-
mitments. An intimacy very rare today. This is another reason why the studies
produced in this era still remain fundamental and indispensable, and it’s unfor-
tunate that they were later so neglected, not so much because the vast majority

22 David A. Lupher, Romans in a New World. Classical Models in Sixteenth-Century Spanish
America, Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Press, 2003: 2016.

23 Ira D. Gruber, Books and the British Army in the age of American Revolution, University of
North Carolina Press, 2010, pp. 233-34.

24 Charles-Eloi Vial, «Les livres a la guerre: les bibliothéques portatives de Napoléon I »,
Varia. Bulletin de bibliographie, 2012, pp. 305-341. «Napoléon et ses bibliotheques por-
tatives (extrait des Souvenirs sur le Bibliothécaire de Empereur)», Extrait du Spectateur
militaire, Cahier de Septembre 1843.



16 NAM Anno 6 (2025), FascicoLo N. 22 Storia MILITARE ANTICA E BizZANTINA (APRILE)

of them are in German, but mostly because there is not a full awareness of the
treasures to be found there. However the recovery of this tradition has already
begun, as demonstrated by the recent pioneering studies of Roel Konijnendijk®
and Michat-Norbert Faszcza.?

The Clausewitzian prejudice about the practical irrelevance of ancient and
medieval military history was not entirely overcome in the pre-1914 military
science, but the study of the pre-gunpowder warfare was justified and encouraged
by the then current view of history as a “process” and the present as its “culmi-
nation.” Indeed the History of the Art of War was fully imbued with French and
German positivism and British “Whig interpretation of history.” >’ Delbriick —
now claimed as a forerunner by the “new” German military history? — argued that
“the history of the art of war is a continuous strand (ein einzelner Faden) in the
context of universal history and begins with it.” %

Ancient Wars in contemporary strategic studies and war decision-making

This evolutionary interpretation of history was obviously discredited by the
catastrophe of 1914, so much so that it was ridiculed in 1930 by a witty parody
of British imperial history schoolbooks entitled 71066 and All That,* from which

25 Roel Konijnendijk, Between Miltiades and Moltke: Early German Studies in Greek Military
History, Leiden / Boston, Brill, 2023.

26 Michal-Norbert Faszcza, Hans Delbriick i Narodziny Nowoczesnej Historii Wojskowosci.
Tworczosc Koncepcje Recepcja [Hans Delbriick and the Birth of Modern Military History:
Creation, Concepts, Reception], Europejskie Miasto Nauki, Katowice, 2024.

27 Herbert Butterfield, The Whig interpretation of history, London, G. Bell & sons, 1931. Jer-
emy Black, «Military History and the Whig Interpretation. In memoriam Dennis Showal-
ter», Nuova Antologia Militare, Vol. 1, issue 1, February 2020, pp. 3-26. (U. S. Military Hi-
story Review, 6, 1, 2019, pp. 1-16). Cfr. Ilari, review of J. Black, Military Strategy: A Global
History (2020) and Plotting Power: Strategy in the Eighteenth Century (2017), NAM, 1, 2020,
Supplemento Recensioni /Reviews, pp. 5-22. Cristopher Torr, «The Whig interpretation of
history», South African Journal of Economy and Management Sciences, NS, 3, 1, pp. 52-58.

28 See «Militdrgeschichte» entry, de.wikipedia.

29 “The history of the art of war is a single thread in the context of universal history and be-
gins with it” (Hans Delbriick, «Ausgangspunkt», in Id., Geschichte der Kriegskunst im Rah-
men der politischen Geschichte, Berlin, 1920, Teil 1).

30 W. C. Sellar / R. J. Yeatman, 1066 and All That: A Memorable History of England, Compri-
sing All the Parts You Can Remember, London, Methuen & Co., 1930 (formerly serialised
in Punch).
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Arnold J. Toynbee drew in 1934 this splendid tautology: “History is now at an
end: therefore this history is final”. But the pregnancy of Ancient history in mi-
litary and strategic thought survived in multiple fields and in multiple forms,
as an inexhaustible source of analogies, parallels and lessons. Unlike Military
Classicism and the Geschichte der Kriegskunst, the reception of ancient military
history in contemporary military-strategic studies is mostly what Mearsheimer
called — with reference to the historical essays and journalistic interventions of
Sir Basil H. Liddell Hart — ‘omnipresent history’, that is, a «forcing of the present
to conform it to a specific interpretation of the past».’!

Writing in 1981, in an age of relative Realpolitik, Mearsheimer believed that
ancient history, like hyper-specialized histories (‘selective history’), had little in-
fluence on the political decision-making, unlike histories truly dedicated to the
consilium principis (‘analytic history’). But omnispresent history (and therefore
ancient history) exerts a particular fascination in periods of ‘liberal peace’ and
‘end of history’, such as the two last globalizations of 1870-1914 and 1991-
2014. Thus Thucydides and the Peloponnesian War had their quarter of an hour
of political-media fame during the little neo-Victorian wars of 2003-2014, also
skyrocketing ancient and byzantine military scholarship in academy and popular
publishing.*?> While the failure of the ‘long’/‘forever’ war for exporting democ-
racy rekindles interest in a forgotten Marxist interpretation of the origins of the
Peloponnesian War.*

But the Roman imprint connotes the entire political and war culture of transat-
lantic civilization. Not only did the Catholic Church and the Ottoman and Rus-
sian empires see themselves as direct heirs of Rome, but also all European and
American political identities forged themselves on the Roman example (while
celebrating Greek, Jewish, Iberian, Gallic, Celtic, and Germanic resistance to Ro-
manization). The same was true of contemporary “Carthaginian” thalassocracies

31 John J. Mearsheimer, Liddell Hart and the Weight of History, Cornell University, 1988, Ox-
ford, Brassey’s Defence Publishers, 1988, pp. 218-19 («The policy makers behave like the
classic rational actor; he consciously turns to the past for help in understanding present»).
Id, «The False Promise of International Institutions», International Security, vol. 19, no. 3,
1994, pp. 5-49. Id. & Sebastian Rosato, How States Think: The Rationality of Foreign Policy,
Yale U. P. 2023.

32 Luca Iori, «Usi e abusi di Tucidide», Limes, 12, 2024, pp. 133-148.

33 Nino Luraghi (ed.), Geoffrey de Ste. Croix and the Peloponnesian War, Special Issue of Polis,
The Journal for Ancient Greek and Roman Political Thought, 41, 2024, Issue 1.
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such as the British Empire and American hegemony, although in both cases Pe-
ricles’ Athens offered the possibility of combining democracy and imperialism.>*

It is interesting to compare the two different readings Raymond Aron and
Edward Luttwak gave of the American Roman comparison in mid-1970s. For
Aron, the Cold War United States was a ‘république impériale,”* as for Ma-
chiavelli Florence was the Roman Republic of Livian Prima Deca. For Luttwak,
however, the American-led West had already reached, at least in terms of territo-
rial expansion, the 3rd century CE, and thus the analogy rested on an incumbent
security dilemma, risking — «we, like the Romans»*® — overextension, barbariza-
tion of the defence, proxy wars and an Adrianople fateful turning point. The title
of this book gave rise to a (rather pedantic) controversy over the applicability of
the Liddellhartian concept of ‘grand strategy’® to the Roman empire (without
considering possible Roman corresponding concepts, such as arcana imperii).
And thus missing the most interesting aspect of Luttwak’s essay, namely that he
reintroduced, albeit unknowingly, one of the political, legal and historical topics
addressed by Alberigo Gentili’s de armis Romanis (1599), that of the (fraudolen-
ta sed iusta) sociorum defensio as arcanum imperii.>®

Past and Present in Ancient Military History

The problem is that to free the study of the past from the tyranny of the present
is not enough to ban “presentism.” The main reason is that historical-archaeolo-
gical reconstruction dangerously panders to the social perception of history as a

34 V.Ilari, «We, like the Romans? Per lo studio del paradigma romano nella rappresentazione
e nell'interpretazione della Pax Americana», Civilta Romana, 11, 2015, pp. 313-340.

35 Raymond Aron, République impériale. Les Etats-Unis dans le monde (1945-1972), Paris,
Calmann-Lévy, 1973.

36 Edward N. Luttwak, The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire. From the First Century A.D.
to the Third, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, p. xii: «We, like the Romans, face
the prospect not of decisive conflict, but of a permanent state of war, albeit limited»..

37 Lukas Milewski, «Liddell Hart’s Impact on the Study of Grand Strategy», in Theodor Bal-
zacq / R. K. Krebs (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Grand Strategy, Oxford University
Press, 2021, pp. 73-88.

38 A. Gentilis, de armis Romanis, Actio 1, X, p. 62; I, p. 116, Diego Panizza, «Alberigo Gen-
tili0s De Armis Romanis: The Roman Model of the Just Empire», in Benedict Kingsbury,
Benjamin Straumann, The Roman Foundations of the Law of Nations: Alberico Gentili and
the Justice of Empire, 2010, pp. 68-69.
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time machine. The emphasis and precision of details, especially technical-mili-
tary ones, triggers self-identification, generating the extremely attractive illusion
that we can “see” and “relive” the “real” past through spectacle and reenactment.
Indeed, without the mediation of critical presentism, the social history of war, and
especially of ancient war, paradoxically risks fueling the vituperative histoire-
bataille, the “monumental” history that “ushers” the past into the future *° and
nurtures the analogies and Athenian / Roman ancestry or imprinting of modern
empires.

One does not need to know Gramsci*' to realise that our knowledge of the past
is also, inevitably, a trompe-[’oeil, a mirroring, a projection of the present. In a
certain sense, it is also true that we know the ancient world better than the An-
cients: and not only for the ‘Thucydidesque’ reason that we know its entire histo-
rical development, but also for the ‘Herodotean’ sophistication of our systems of
investigation. But the consolating ‘intimacy’ with the Ancients, the ‘transferring
into them’, *
the past is to grasp how far from it we actually are. For what we see of it is only

a firmament immersed in a dark matter of known unknowns, unknown knowns

must not make us forget that the most precious fruit of the study of

and unknown unknowns.

But there are also forgotten or removed knowns, such as the famous quincunx
— Lipsio’s pedantic hypothesis to solve the enigma of the triplex acies repeated
to the point of believing it to be a Livian ‘technical term’.** Attempts to derive a
history of the evolution of the republican legion’s tactics from classical sources
is not idle, because it demonstrates the impossibility, already admitted by Ma-

39 E Nietzsche, Unzeilgemdsse Betrachtungen. Zweites Stiick: Vom Nutzen und Nachtheil der
Historie fiir das Leben, Leipzig, Fritzsch,1874.

40 Tlari, «We, like the Romans», cit. Luciano Canfora, Luso politico dei paradigmi storici, Ro-
ma-Bari, Giuseppe Laterza & Figli, 2010.

41 Luciano Canfora, Il presente come storia. Perché il passato ci chiarisce le idee, Milano, Rcs,
2015.

42 Machiavelli, Letter XI to Francesco Vettori, 10 December 1513 (Opere, 11, p. 295). William
J. Connell, “La Lettera Di Machiavelli a Vettori Del 10 Dicembre 1513 Archivio Storico Ita-
liano, vol. 171, no. 4 (638), 2013, pp. 665-724.

43 Donald Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown: A Memoir, New York, Penguin Group, 2011, p.
xiii.

44 Hans Delbriick, Geschichte, 1, p. 491 (on Georg Veith).
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chiavelli himself, ¥ mindful of Phormio, the rhetorician who wanted to teach

Hannibal tactics. #¢

The practical experimentation with Roman armament and
discipline, apparently attempted in Venice under the Duke of Urbino, was a fai-
lure: the Roman model did not affect the Florentine ordinanza ** and the French
provincial legions (1534), like the Urbino’s Feltria legion (1533), were Roman

in name only.

Purpose and criteria of this bibliographic selection

This bibliography includes just a thousand titles (mainly collections and mo-
nographs, mostly post-1970), selected from the ten thousand or so known to me.
It does not include Byzantine military history, oplology, military archaeology,
land and naval architecture, navigation, and the more specialized contributions
on individual wars, campaigns, battles, biographies, land and naval components
and units, and a host of valuable works.

It’s thus a purely subjective, tentative, and even hasty selection from a random
sample determined by my personal experience and eclectic research interests,
fished out of a sea in which sail perhaps millions of potentially relevant books
and articles. Well aware that I cannot map such a pathless wilderness, I have not
given up trying to get some idea of the Biblioteca de Babel. The benevolent rea-
der should know that the tour I intend to show him is not William of Baskerville’s
ingenious route to the secretum finis Africae, but rather the scribbling of any Adso
of Melk in an attempt to get out of the labyrinth and try to look at it from the out-
side and possibly even from a higher point.

The purpose is to capture the epistemic sense of contemporary research by
placing it in a historical perspective. For this reason, the texts are cited in chro-
nological order, separating those devoted to the history of ancient military histo-
riography (§. 1) and the history of proto-modern military Classicism (§. 4) from
the two main strands of research, respectively devoted to facts and structures (§.
2) and to the edition and interpretation of literary sources (§. 3). To these I have

45 Machiavelli, Discorsi, 11, 16.
46 llari, Clausewitz, p. 89 ntt. 5 e 6 (Cic., De or. I1. 18.75-76 e I1. 19.77, 254, 256. Machiavelli,
lettera XII a E Guicciardini, 4 aprile 1526. Matteo Bandello, Novella, 1, 40).

47 Mikael Horngyvist, «Perché non si usa allegare i Romani: Machiavelli and the Florentine
Militia of 1506», Renaissance Quarterly, Vol. 55, Issue 1, Spring 2002, pp. 148-191.
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added two more selections, one relating to ancient military history as part of the
history of the art of war (§. 5 and Appendix) and one relating to ancient military
history as a paradigm for contemporary military and strategic studies (§. 6).

The chronological order, focused on context and trends, doesn’t do justice to
the authors, not only because of the omissions of many of their contributions but
because the sense of individual paths is lost. But my purpose was precisely to
bring out the art we profess, and the contribution it makes not only to ourselves
but especially to the collective perception of the time we are given to live in. And
how, conversely, this collective perception is reflected in our art.

Moreover, the chronological perspective corrects and rescales the subjective
perception of sharp turns, such as the one reported by Loreto from which this re-
flection of mine was inspired. Nevertheless, at the length the shifts are profound,
as much in research approaches and interests as in literary form. Striking, for
example, is the increasing prevalence of thematic collections (conference pro-
ceedings, companions) over individual monographs. An effect certainly of fe-
verish academic and editorial urgencies (publish or perish), but perhaps also of
a certain overabundance of innovations and contributions that complicates their
‘digestion’ by individual authors.

Another interesting observation, is that few authors appear in two or more sec-
tions of this bibliography. They seem almost like parallel brotheroods, with little
contact or knowledge of each other. But we all belong, even if we do not realize
it, to the same tribe: or rather to two closely related by exogamous exchanges,
that of military history and that of ancient history. So we are all a little cousins
and a little half-breed, and we would all gain by increasing mutual knowledge
and cooperation. And even more so by rediscovering the cult of ancestors. For
ultimately no historical issue can be truly mastered unless it is also, at the same
time, a history of relative historiography.
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550 — 321 BCE, de Gruyter Studies in Military History 8, Berlin / Boston, de Gruyter,
2023.

2023 Paul A. Rahe, Sparta's Sicilian Proxy War. The Grand Strategy of Classical Sparta
418-413 B.C., New York - London, Encounter Books, 2023.

2023 Giusto Traina, La prima guerra mondiale della storia. Dall’assassinio di Cesare al
suicidio di Antonio e Cleopatra (44-30 a.C.), Roma-Bari, Laterza, 2023.

2024 Giusto Traina, La resa di Roma. 9 giugno 53 a. C., battaglia a Carre, Roma-Bari,
Laterza, 2024.

2024 Luciano Canfora, La grande guerra del Peloponneso, 447-394 a. C., Bari-Roma,
Gius. Lecaterza & Figli, 2024.

2024 Kevin Blachford, World Order in Late Antiquity: The ‘Two Eyes’ Rivalry of
Byzantium and Sasanian Persia, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2024.

2024 Martine Diepenbroek, The Spartan Scytale and Developments in Ancient and
Modern Cryptography, London / New York / Dublin, Bloomsbury Academic, 2024.

2024 Matthew Sears, Sparta and the Commemoration of War, Cambridge, Cambridge
University Press, 2024.

2024 Lee L. Brice/ Elizabeth M. Greene (eds.), Women and the Army in the Roman Empire,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press & Assessment, 2024. 1 Eds., «Present but
not Accounted For: Women and the Roman Army in the Twenty-First Century» (p.
1). 2 Eds., «Approaches to Women and the Roman Army: The History of a Debatex»
(p. 21). 3 Lee L. Brice / Georgia Tsouvala, «Agrippina and Company: Elite Women
in the Castra» (p. 54). 4 Sara E. Phang, «Elite Marriage and Adultery in the Camp:
Pliny Epistles 6.31.4—6 and Tacitus Histories 1.48» (p. 84). 5 Alexandra W. Busch /
Elizabeth M. Greene, «Mother Courage and Her Children: The Family and Social Life
of the Garrisons Stationed in Rome» (p. 110). 6 Penelope M. Allison, «Investigating
Roles for Women inside Roman Military Bases through Artifact Distribution» (p.
151). 7 Tatiana Ivleva, «(In)Visible Women and Children: Literary, Epigraphic,
and Archaeological Evidence for British Migrant Families in the Roman Army» (p.
181). 8 Lien Foubert, «Soldiers’ Wives en Route in Roman Egypt: A Study through
Graffiti, Private Letters, and Official Documents» (p. 219). 9 Elizabeth M. Greene,
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«The Role of Women in the Religious Activities of Roman Military Communities»
(p. 240). 10 Julie Langford / Christina Hotalen, «Mater Castrorum: Imperial Women
and Succession Ideology» (p. 270). 11 Conor Whately, «Women and the Military in
the Age of Justinian» (p. 299-324).

2025 Flavio Raviola, Pirro, Roma, Salerno Editrice, 2025.

2025 Francisco Pina Polo (ed.), Cursus honorum: pathways to rank and power in the
roman republic, Prensas de la Universidad de Zaragoza, 2025. Thibaud Lanfranchi,
«Military tribunes with consular power, auspices and the birth of cursus honorum»
(pp- 53-78). Marian Helm, «Honores to the heroes — the tribuni militum and the cursus
honorumy (pp. 103-128).

2 a. The Encyclopedia of Ancient Battles
[edited by Michael Whitby / Harry Sidebottom,
Hoboken, Wiley Blackwell, 2017, 3 vols.]

ParT I GENERAL Torics: 1. Boris Rankov, «Ancient Naval Warfare, 700 BC-AD 600». 2.
Harry Sidebottom, «Ancient Siege Warfare, 700 BC-AD 645». 3. Barry Strauss, «War
and Battle in the Greek World, 800-168 BC». 4. Paul Erdkamp, «War and Battle in the
Roman World, 700 BC-AD 235».

PArT II ArRcHAIC GREECE AND THE NEAR East: 5. Hans van Wees, «The Lelantine War,
¢.700 or ¢.540 BC». 6. Maria Brosius, «The Rise of Achaemenid Persia, 550-525
BC». 7. Hans van Wees, «Early Greek Wars, 750-450 BC». 8. Maria Brosius, «The
Ionian Revolt, 498-494 BC». 9. Christopher Hassan / Maria Brosius «The Persian
Wars, 492-450 BC».

Part III THE CrassicaL GREEK WoRLD: 10. Fernando Echeverria, «The First Peloponnesian
War, 460-446 BC». 11. Tim Cornell, «Latin, Etruscan, Aequian, Volsci, and Gallic
Wars, 499-340 BC». 12. Fernando Echeverria, «The Second Peloponnesian War,
431-404 BC». 13. Matthew Trundle, «The Anabasis and the Ten Thousand, 401-
399 BC». 14. 1d., «The Corinthian War, 395-387 BC». 15. Id., «Fourth-Century BC
Greek Warsy. 16. 1d., «Carthaginian Offensives in Sicily, 409-307 BC». 17. Stawomir
Sprawski, «Campaigns of Thebes, 379-362 BC».

PaArRT IV THE MACEDONIAN AGE AND THE RISE oF RoME: 18. Tim Cornell, «The ‘Samnite
Wars,’ 343-290 BC». 19. Edward Anson, « The Rise of Macedon, 359-336 BC». 20.
Michael Whitby, «Greeks in Italy, 342-303 BC». 21. Id., «The Revolt of Agis, 333-
331 BC». 22. 1d., «Campaigns of Alexander the Great, 336-323 BC». 23. Stawomir
Sprawski, «The Lamian War, 323-322 BC». 24. Edward Anson, «The Wars of the
Successors, 323-281 BCy». 25. Jeremy Armstrong, «The Campaigns of Pyrrhus, 282-
272 BC». 26. Arthur Eckstein, «The First Punic War and After, 264-237 BC». 27.
Paul McKechnie, «Dynastic Wars, 260-145 BC». 28. 1d., «Inter-Greek Wars of the
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Third Century BC». 29. Paul Erdkamp, «The Illyrian Wars, 229-219 BC». 30. Louis
Rawlings, «The Gallic Wars, Northern Italy, 225-222 BC». 31. Eddie Owens, «The
Second Punic War, 220-202 BC». 32. Louis Rawlings, «The Roman Conquest of
Cisalpine Gaul, 201-191 BC». 33. Paul Erdkamp, «The First Macedonian War, 215-
205 BC». 34. Paul McKechnie, «Philopoemen in the Peloponnese, 221-192 BC».
35. Paul Erdkamp, «The Second Macedonian War, 200-197 BC». 36. 1d., «The War
against Antiochus III, 191-188 BC». 37. Id., «The Third Macedonian War, 171-168
BC». 38. Michael Whitby, «The Maccabean War, 167-161 BC». 39. Dexter Hoyos,
«The Third Punic War, 149-146 BC». 40. Paul Erdkamp, «The Andriscus Uprising
and the Achaean War, 149-146 BC».

Part V THE IMPERIAL RomaN REepuBLIC : 41. Harry Sidebottom, «The Rise of Parthia,
C. 250-C. 92 BC». 42. Dexter Hoyos, «The Numantine War, 154-133 BC». 43. 1d.,
«The Jugurthine War, 112-105 BC». 44. Louis Rawlings, «The Roman Conquest
of Southern Gaul, 125-121 BC». 45. Philip Matyszak, «Campaigns against Pirates,
103-67 BC». 46. Id., «The Social War, 91-87 BC». 47. 1d., «The Mithridatic Wars,
89-66 BC». 48. 1d., «Marius versus Sulla, 83-82 BC». 49. 1d., «Campaigns against
Sertorius, 81-72 BC». 50. Id., «Spartacus and the Slave Revolts, 133-71 BC». 51.
Richard Marshall, «The Battle of Pistoia, 62 BC». 52. Louis Rawlings, «The Gallic
Wars, 61-51 BC». 53. 1d., «Invasions of Britain, 55 and 54 BC». 54. Michael Whitby,
«The Battle of Carrhae, 53 BC». 55. Stephen Matthews, «Pompey versus Caesar, 49-
45 BC».

Part VI Earry ImpERIAL ROME: 56. Stephen Matthews, «The Second Triumvirate, 43-31
BC».57. Brian Campbell, «Campaigns in Pannonia, 35 BC-AD 9». 58. Id., «German
Campaigns, 55 BC-AD 16». 59. 1d., «The Conquest of Britain, 43-87». 60. Id.,
«Campaigns in Armenia, 58-66». 61. Id., «The Jewish Revolt, 66». 62. Id., «The Year
of the Four Emperors, 69». 63. Harry Sidebottom, «The Dacian Wars, 84-1006%.

Part VII RomaN IMPERIAL TRIUMPH AND CHALLENGES: 64. Jonathan P. Roth, «Trajan’s
Parthian War, 113-117». 65. Id., «The Battle of Aelia, 133-135». 66. Id., «Lucius
Verus and the East, 161-165». 67. Id., «Marcus Aurelius and Europe, c. 165-180». 68.
Id., «The Civil Wars of 193-195». 69. 1d., «The Severan Campaigns, 194-235». 70.
Udo Hartmann, «The Rise of the Sasanids and the Battle of Hormizdagan, 224». 71.
Udo Hartmann, «The Third-Century ‘Crisis’».

Part VIII THE LATE RomMaAN EmpIRE: 72. Udo Hartmann, «The Tetrarchy, 284-305». 73.
Mark Humphries, «The Rise of Constantine, 306-324». 74. Mark Humphries, «The
Fourth-Century Roman Empire: Internaly. 75. Mark Humphries, «The Fourth-Century
Roman Empire: West». 76. Doug Lee, «The Fourth-Century Roman Empire: Persia.
77. Doug Lee, «The Goths and the Romans, 376-378».

ParT IX CHALLENGES TO EMPIRE 1135: 78. Mark Humpbhries, «Alaric and Italy, 401-410».
79. Mark Humphries, «Italy in the Fifth Century». 80. Mark Humphries, «Gaul and
Spain in the Fifth Century». 81. Mark Humphries, «The Vandals in Spain and Africa,
422-468». 82. Michael Whitby, «Attila and the Huns, 442-455». 83. Michael Whitby,
«Theoderic and the Goths, 476-492.
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Part X THE EASTERN RoMaAN EmPIRE: 84. Doug Lee, «The Eastern Roman Empire: Internal,
450-610». 85. Michael Whitby, «Anastasius and Persia, 502-506». 86. Michael
Whitby, «Justinian and Persia, 527-562». 87. Alexander Sarantis, «Justinian and
Africa, 533-548». 88. Michael Whitby, «Justinian and Italy, 535-554». 89. Alexander
Sarantis, «The Early Sixth-Century Balkan Warsy». 90. Michael Whitby, «The Persian
Wars, 572-591».

ParT XI FROM THE ROMAN EMPIRE TO THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE: 91. Alexander Sarantis, «The
Lombard Conquest of Italy, 569-572». 92. Michael Whitby «The Avars and the Slavs,
570-626». 93. James D. Howard-Johnston, «The Persian Wars, 602-628». 94. James
D. Howard-Johnston, «Islamic Conquests, 622-645.

2 b. Warfare in the Ancient Mediterranean World
[a series in the Brill’s Companions in Classical Studies,

edited by Lee L. Brice]

Vol. 1 (2016). Timothy Howe / Lee L. Brice (eds.), Brills Companion to Insurgency
and Terrorism in the Ancient Mediterranean, 2016. 1 Lee Brice, «Insurgency and
Terrorism in the Ancient World, Grounding the Discussion» (p. 3). 2 Seth Richardson,
«Insurgency and Terror in Mesopotamia» (p. 31). 3 Sarah Melville, «Insurgency and
Counterinsurgency in the Assyrian Empire during the Late Eight Century BCE.» (p.
62). 4 Josef Wiesehofer, «Fourth Century Revolts against Persia: The Test Case of
Sidon (348-345 BCE)» (p. 93). 5 Ellen Millender. «Spartan State Terror: Violence,
Humiliation, and the Reinforcement of Social Boundaries in Classical Sparta.» (p.
117). 6 Timothy Howe, «Alexander and ‘Afghan Insurgency’: A Reassessment» (p.
151). 7 Paul Johstono, «Insurgency in Ptolemaic Egypt» (p. 183). 8. Francisco Marco
Simon, «Insurgency or State Terrorism? The Hispanic Wars in the Second Century
BCE» (p. 221). 9. Frank Russell, «Roman Counterinsurgency Policy and Practice in
Judaeay (p. 282). 10 Brian Turner, «From Batavian Revolt to Rhenish Insurgency» (p.
282). 11 J. Grant Couper, «Gallic Insurgencies? Annihilating the Bagaudae» (p. 312)
12 Jonathan Roth, «Epilogue: Looking Ahead» (p. 344).

Vol. 2 (2018). Jessica H. Clark / Brian Turner (eds,), Brill’s Companion to Military
Defeat in Ancient Mediterranean Society, 2018. 1 Brian Turner, Jessica H. Clark,
«Thinking about Military Defeat in Ancient Mediterranean Society» (p. 3). 2 Sarah
C. Melville, «Ideology, Politics, and the Assyrian Understanding of Defeaty» (p. 24).
3 Jeffrey Rop, «The Assassination of Tissaphernes: Royal Responses to Military
Defeat in the Achaemenid Empire» (p. 51\). 4 John O. Hyland, «Achaemenid
Soldiers, Alexander’s Conquest, and the Experience of Defeat» (p. 74). 5 Edith Foster,
«Military Defeat in Fifth-Century Athens: Thucydides and His Audience» (p. 96). 6
Max L. Goldman, «Demosthenes, Chaeronea, and the Rhetoric of Defeaty (p. 123).
Matthew Trundle, «Spartan Responses to Defeat: From a Mythical Hysiae to a Very



68 NAM Anno 6 (2025), FascicoLo N. 22 Storia MILITARE ANTICA E BizZANTINA (APRILE)

Real Sellasia» (p. 144). 8 Paul Johstono, «‘No Strength to Stand’: Defeat at Panium,
the Macedonian Class, and Ptolemaic Decline» (p. 152). 9 Jessica H. Clark, «Defeat
and the Roman Republic: Stories from Spain» (p. 191). 10 Amy Richlin, «The Ones
Who Paid the Butcher’s Bill: Soldiers and War Captives in Roman Comedy» (p. 213).
11 Ida Ostenberg, «Defeated by the Forest, the Pass, the Wind: Nature as an Enemy
of Rome» (p. 240). 12 Brian Turner, «Imperial Reactions to Military Failures in the
Julio-Claudian Era» (p. 262). 13 Graeme A. Ward, «‘By Any Other Name’: Disgrace,
Defeat, and the Loss of Legionary History» (p. 284). 14 Sviatoslav Dmitriev,
«Recycling the Classical Past: Rhetorical Responses from the Roman Period to a
Military Loss in Classical Greece» (p. 309). 15 Craig H. Caldwell 111, «The Roman
Emperor as Persian Prisoner of War: Remembering Shapur’s Capture of Valerian» (p.
335). 16 Nathan Rosenstein, «Looking Ahead» (p. 361).

Vol. 3 (2019). Jeremy Armstrong / Matthew Trundle (eds.), Brill’s Companion to Sieges
in the Ancient Mediterranean, 2019. Eds, «Sieges in the Mediterranean World» (1).
2 Gwyn Davia, «The Landscape Soieges (p. 18). 3 Luis R. Siddall, «The Nature of
Siege Warfare in the Neo-Assyrian Period» (p. 35). 4 Davide Nadali, «Images of
Assyrian Sieges: What They Show, What We Know, What Can We Say» (p. 53). 5
Brett H. Heagren, «The ‘Development’ of Egyptian Assault Warfare (Late Predynastic
Period to Dynasty XX) » (p. 69). 6 Alan B. Lloyd, «The Defence in Egypt in the
Fourth Century BC: Forts and Sundry Failures» (p. 111). 7 Matthew Trundle, «The
Introduction of Siege Technology into Classical Greece» (p. 135). 8 Jennifer Martinez
Morales, «Women on the Walls? The Role and Impact of Women in Classical Greek
Sieges» (p. 150). 9 Thomas C. Rose, «Demetrius the Besieger (and Fortifier) of Cities
(p- 169). 10. Jeremy Armstrong, «Sic Deinde, Quicumque Alius Transiliet Moenia
Mea: Early Roman Fortification and Sieges» (p. 191). 11 James Crooks, «Voluntarii
at the Gates: Irregular Recruitment and the Sieges of Veii» (p. 2017). 12 Duncan
B. Campbell, «Siegecraft in Caesar (p. 241). 13 Conor Whately, «Procopius on the
Siege of Rome in AD 537/538» (p. 265). 14 Josh Levithan, «Afterlives of the Ancient
Siege: Echoes and Epic» (p. 285). Fernando Echeverria, «Epilogue: Ancient Sieges in
Modern Perspectives» (p. 321).

Vol. 4 (2021). Roel Konijnendijk / Cezary Kucewicz / Matthew Lloyd (eds.), Brill’s
Companion to Greek Land Warfare Beyond the Phalanx, 2021. Matthew Lloyd, Roel
Konijnendijk, and Cezary Kucewicz, «Introduction: Beyond the Phalanx» (p. 1).
2 Matthew Lloyd, «Men of Iron. Pre-Archaic Greek Warfare in Context (p. 17). 3
Josho Brouwers, «The Anatolian Roots of Archaic Greek Warfare» (p. 64). 4 Cezary
Kucewicz, «The War Dead in Archaic Sparta» (p. 83). 5 Jennifer Martinez Morales,
«Women, Diversity, and War off the Battlefield in Classical Greece» (p. 122). 6
Alexander T. Millington, «Worshipping Violence» (p. 145). 7 Roel Konijnendijk,
«Cavalry and the Character of Classical Warfare» (p. 169). 8 Cezary Kucewicz,
Matthew Lloyd, and Roel Konijnendijk, «'Not Many Bows’? Light-Armed Fighters
of the Tenth through Fourth Centuries» (p. 205). 9 Fernando Echeverria, Assaults and
Sieges. Rewriting the Other Side of Greek Land Warfare (p. 236). 10 Joshua R. Hall,
The Western Greeks and the ‘Greek Warfare’ Narrative (p. 266). 11 Hans van Wees,
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«The First Greek Soldiers in Egypt. Myths and Realities» (p. 293). Matthew A. Sears,
«Epilogue» (p. 345).

Vol. 5 (2023). Mark Hebblewhite / Conor Whately (eds.), Brills Companion to
Bodyguards in the Ancient Mediterranean, 2023. 1 Conor Whately, «Bodyguards in
the Ancient Mediterranean World», (p. 1). 2 Susan Thorpe, «Bodyguards in Ancient
Egypt: Their Role as Protectors of the Kingy, (p. 19). 3 Shana Zaia, «Protecting the
King in Mesopotamia in the First Millennium BCE: Perspectives from the Neo-
Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Empires», (p. 32). 4 Emily K. Varto, «Bodyguards and
the Connecting Ideology of Early Greek Warfare», (p. 59). 5 Michael B. Charles,
«Apple Bearers and Kinsmen Cavalry: Guard Units of the Kings of Achaemenid
Persia», (p. 81). 6 Jeffrey Rop, «The Four Hundred and the Ten Thousand: The
Politics of Greek Bodyguard Service in the Achaemenid Empire», (p. 102). 7 Carol
J. King, «Guarding the Macedonian King: Royal Servitude, Political Jockeying, and
Regicide», (p. 128). 8 Jeremy Armstrong, «The Lictores: Guarding the Body and the
Body Politic in Republican Rome», (p. 154). 9 Matt Gibbs, «“‘Bodyguards” and Their
Responsibilities in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt», (p. 172). 10 Gwynaeth MclIntyre,
«Making and Breaking Emperors: The cohors praetoria and the Transition of Imperial
Power», (p. 202). 11 Christian Rollinger, «Specie Dominationis: The ‘Ceremonial’
Uses of Imperial Bodyguards Under the Principate», (p. 223). 12 Mark Hebblewhite,
«Guarding the Emperor in an Age of Chaos», (p. 249). 13 Michael Edward Stewart,
«Protectors and Assassins: Armed Eunuch-cubicularii and -spatharii, 400-532 CE»,
(p. 272). 14 Maxime Emion, «Epilogue on Bodyguards», (p. 292-301).

Vol. 6 (2024). Lynne Kvapil / Kim Shelton (eds.), Brill s Companion to Warfare in the
Bronze Age Aegean, 2024. ParT 1 INTRODUCTION: 1 Eds., «Introduction to Warfare in
the Bronze Age Aegean» (p. 3). PART 2 MATERIAL AND TEXTUAL EVIDENCE: 2 Tomas
Alusik, Fortifications and Defensive Architecture (p. 25). 3 Ioannis Georganas /
Lynne A. Kvapil, «Weaponry» (p. 89). 4 Cynthia W. Shelmerdine, «Mycenaean
Warfare: The Evidence of the Linear B Tablets» (p. 116). 5 Margaretha Kramer-Hajo,
«Iconography» (p. 161). PART 3 WARFARE IN PRACTICE AND PERCEPTION: 6 Barry Molloy,
«Warfare in the EBA to the Beginning of the LBA» (p. 201). 7 Jesse Obert and Barry
Molloy, «Warfare in LH IIIA-C» (p. 245). 8 Angelos Papadopoulos, «An Aegean
Warrior Ethos?» (p. 268). 9 Stephen O’Brien, «Warfare and “Social Complexity”
from LH III to the Early Iron Age» (p. 296). Part 4 Historical Questions: 10 Natalie
Abell, «The Myth of the Minoan Thalassocracy: A Review of Evidence for Maritime
Interaction, Power, and Violence in the Insular and Coastal Aegean» (p. 353). 11
Trevor Bryce, «Ahhiyawa» (p. 418). 12 Shannon LaFayette Hogue, «The Trojan War,
a Trojan War, or Some Trojan Wars? Considering the Historicity of the Trojan War (p.
447). Part 5 Epilogue: 13 Eds., «Warfare in the Bronze Age Aegean: Rules of Future
Engagement » (p. 493).

Vol. 7 (2024). Konstantinos P. Nikoloutsos (ed.), Brill's Companion to Ancient Greek
and Roman Warfare on Film, 2024. Part 1 INnTRODUCTION: 1 Ed., «Swords Made of
Rubber: Cinematic Antiquity through the Lens of War» (p. 3). PART 2 CINEMA VS.
History: TESTING THE ACCURACY OF CELLULOID BATTLES: 2 Jeremy Armstrong, «Form
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and Function: The Importance of Military Formations in Cinematic Depictions of
the Roman Army» (p. 41). 3 Elias Koulakiotis, «Alexander in Ares’ Mirror: Armed
Conflict in Oliver Stone’s Historical Epic» (p. 71). PART 3 THE LEADING MEN OF
CeLLurom ArRMIES: 4 Michael Williams, «“Hail! The Sign of the Cross™: Industrial
Campaigns and Commanding Performances in The Sign of the Cross (1932) and
Cleopatra (1934)» (p. 95). 5 Konstantinos P. Nikoloutsos, «Richard Burton in
Alexander the Great (1956) and the Mechanisms of Hollywood Stardom: Fashioning
an Ancient Military Icon in Post-WWII American Cinemay (p. 131). 6 Djoymi Baker,
«Brad’s Biceps and Dwayne’s Delts: Stardom as Physicality and Digital Spectacle in
Troy (2004) and Hercules (2014)» (p. 164). PArRT 4 WOMEN AND MILITARY CONFLICT: 7
Patricia Salzman-Mitchell, «Atalanta as Celluloid Warrior in Jason and the Argonauts
(2000) and Hercules (2014)» (p. 191). 8 Irene Berti, «Women on the Battlefield:
Ancient Warrior Queens and Female Military Commanders on the Millennial Screeny»
(p- 214). 9 Jorit Wintjes, «*“She Wants to Be Married and Give the Children Names!”:
Women and the Roman Army in Post-Gladiator Films»(p. 246). 10 Anastasia
Bakogianni, « Women in Captivity: The Human Cost of Armed Conflict from the
Trojan War to Modern Greek Cinema» (p. 273). PART 5 WESTERN COLONIALISM AND
Racist AtTiTupes: 11 Arthur J. Pomeroy, «Rome vs. Carthage: Imperial and Racist
Aspirations in Italian Films of the Twentieth Century» (p. 295). 12 Sean Easton,
«Porus vs. Alexander in Modi’s Sikandar (1941) and Stone’s Alexander (2004—
2014)» (p. 324). PART 6 ANCIENT WARFARE ON FILM AND MoDERN Povrtics: 13 Oscar
Luis Lapefia Marchena, «Armed Conflict in Italian Historical Films of the Fascist and
Post-WWII Era (1937-1954)» (p. 353). 14 Robert A. Rushing, «The Noise of War:
Sound, Politics and Space in the Italian Peplum» (p. 386). 15 Renata Senna Garraffoni,
«“Make Love, Not War”: Roman Soldiers and 1960s Countercultural Masculinity
in Fellini-Satyricon» (p. 405). 16 Jonathan Stubbs, «Epic Combat in Ancient and
Modern History: A Comparative Analysis of The Fall of the Roman Empire (1964)
and The Longest Day (1962)» (p. 426). 17 Kaiti Diamantakou, «Lysistrata (1972):
Political and Sexual Refractions of the Peloponnesian War during the Greek Juntay
(p. 450). PART 7 ANCIENT BATTLES FOR MILLENNIAL SPECTATORS AND THE IMPACT OF THE
Horrywoop WAR Fiim: 18 Hannah-Marie Chidwick, «Sensational Violence: Brutality
in Twenty-First-Century Cinematic Depictions of Roman Battles» (p. 481). 19 Owen
Rees, «Rockules’ Revenge: The Portrayal of the Veteran Warrior in Brett Ratner’s
Hercules» (p. 508). 20 Oskar Aguado-Cantabran, «Romans and Zealots in the Global
War on Terror: Asymmetric Warfare and Counterinsurgency in Risen (2016) and Ben-
Hur (2016)» (p. 529).

Vol. 8 (2024). John Donahue / Lee L. Brice (eds.), Brills Companion to Diet and
Logistics in Greek and Roman Warfare, 2024. Part 1INTRODUCTION: 1 Eds., «Diet and
Logistics in Ancient Greek and Roman Warfare, a Consideration» (p. 3). Maps (p.
17). Part 2 MiLitary DIET: 2 Sarah C. Murray, «Diet, Preparation, and Consumption
in Homer» (p. 29). 3 Fernando Echeverria, «Nutrition and Diet: Archaic and Classical
Greece» (p. 56). 4 Eduardo Garcia-Molina, «Nutrition and Diet: Hellenistic Greece»
(p- 93). 5 Jeremy Armstrong, «Diet and Nutrition in the Roman Republican Army»
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(p. 126). 6 Paul Erdkamp, «The Diet of Roman Soldiers in the Northwest Provinces
of the Roman Empire» (p. 152). 7 Kelsey Koon, «Dining in the Desert: The Roman
Military Diet in Egypt and the East in the Imperial Period» (p. 178). Part 3 LoaisTics
of Foop anp DriNk: 8 Matthew A. Sears, «Organization of the Military Food Supply:
Greece» (p. 207). 9 Thomas C. Rose, «Provisioning and the Logistics of Occupation
and Resistance in Early Hellenistic Greece» (p. 231). 10 Nikolaus Leo Overtoom,
«Logistics and Strategy in the Hellenistic World: Parthians and Seleucids» (p. 258).
11 John F. Donahue, «Sieges, Deception, and Bioterrorism: Logistics and Strategy of
Food and Drink during the Republic» (p. 287). 12 Bret C. Devereaux, «Organization
of the Military Food Supply: Rome» (p. 311). Part 4 Case Stupies: 13 Gregory
Francis Viggiano, «Logistics and Strategy in the Greek Army: A Case Study of Diet
and Logistics in Herodotus and Thucydides» (p. 341). 14 Marc Kleijwegt, «Equestrian
Officers, Food Supply, and Military Campaigns in the Reigns of Trajan and Marcus
Aurelius» (p. 375). Part 5 In CrosinG: 15 Lee L. Brice, «Assessing Military Logistics
and Diet in Ancient Greece and Romey (pp. 403-432).

Vol. 9 (2024). John Hyland / Khodadad Rezakhani (eds.), Companion to War in the
Ancient Iranian Empires, 2024. 1 Eds., «War and Peace in Ancient Iran: Ideologies,
Structures, and Practice» (p. 1). 2 Javier Alvarez-Mon / Yasmina Wicks, «Like a
Raining Cloud: Archery as the Pillar of Elamite Warfare» (p. 34). 3 Eduard Rung,
«War and Ideology in Achaemenid Persia» (p. 84). 4 Jenn Finn, «The Grand Strategy
of Achaemenid Persia, 539-331 BCE» (p. 120). 5 John Hyland, «The Achaemenid
Military System and Its Campaign Logistics» (p. 157). 6 Jeffrey Rop, «The Persian
Way of War: Infantry Tactics in the Achaemenid Empire» (p. 187). 7 Daniel Beckman,
«Achaemenid Diplomacy in Historical Perspective» (p. 219). 8 Reinhard Pirngruber,
«Impact of Empire: Aspects of Warfare in Babylonia, Achaemenid to Parthian Periods»
(p- 252). 9 Waldemar Heckell, «Alexander and the Iranian Satraps in War and Peace»
(p. 276). 10 Omar Coloru, «The Military Organisation of the Upper Satrapies Under
the Seleucids» (p. 304). 11 Nikolaus Overtoom, «Patricide, Fratricide, and Betrayal:
the Role of Parthia in the First War with Rome» (p. 329). 12 Leonardo Gregoratti,
«The Arsacids vs. Rome (First to Third Centuries CE): Observations on Parthian
Tactics and Warfare» (p. 366). 13 Jake Nobel, «Parthia, Rome, and the Horizons of
Ancient Diplomacy» (p. 400). 14 Katarzyna Maksymiuk, «Early Sasanian Expansion
and Military Institutions» (p. 435). 15 Patryk Skupniewicz / Katarzyna Maksymiuk,
«Cavalry Arms and Armour from the Achaemenids to the Sasanians: Iconography and
Methods of Reconstruction» (p. 476). 16 Robert Haug, «Peroz and the Hephthalites ...
and the Kidarites, Alkhans, and Sasanians: Warfare, Diplomacy, and the Complexity
of the Sasanian East in the Fifth Century» (p. 506). 17 Craig Morley, «Persian-Roman
Diplomacy in the Fifth Century» (p. 538). 18 Henning Bérm, «Kavad I, Khosrow I,
and the Wars with the Roman Empire» (p. 566). 19 Khodadad Rezakhani, «The First
Great War of the Middle Ages: the Sasanian Conquest of the Eastern Mediterranean
(602—630 CE) as a Background to the Islamic Futtihat» (p. 600). 20 Touraj Daryaee,
«Epilogue: the Evolution of the Ancient Iranian Army» (p. 654-663).

Vol. 10 (2025). Edward M. Anson (ed.), Brills Companion to the Campaigns of Philip II
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and Alexander the Great, 2025. Lee L. Brice, «Introduction: Not the Usual Treatment
of Philip I and Alexander I1I of Macedon» (p. 1). PArT 1: THE CoMBAT AND CAMPAIGNS
OF PHILIP AND ALEXANDER: 1 Frances Pownall, «Philip’s Grand Strategy» (p. 17). 2
Matthew A. Sears, «Alexander’s Battles» (p. 35). 3 Edward M. Anson, «Modern
Military Terminology and Ancient Practices» (p. 61). 4 Joseph Roisman, «Philip’s
and Alexander’s Naval Warfare» (p. 88). 5 Elizabeth Baynham, «The Sieges of Philip
and Alexander» (p. 113). Part 2 THE ComBaTAnts: 6 Graham C. L. Wrightson, «The
Macedonian Heavy Infantry of Philip II and Alexander the Great» (p. 135). 7 Carolyn
Willekes, Macedonian and Thessalian Cavalry (p. 164). 8 Franca Landucci, «The Role
of Mercenaries » (p. 187). Sulochana R. Asirvatham, 9 Infantry Allies and Subjects (p.
202). ParT 3 OrRGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE: 10 Waldemar Heckel, «Commanders and
Command Structure in Alexander’s Army» (p. 223). 11 Alexander Meeus, «Money
and Honor: Military Compensation in the Armies of Philip and Alexander» (p.
246). 12 Jacek Rzepka, «Recruitment and Training» (p. 264). PART 4 MAINTENANCE:
13 James Lacey, «Food and Conquest: Getting beyond Engels» (p. 281). 14 David
Karunanithy, «The Medical Corps in the Army of Alexander the Great» (p. 298). ParT
5 THE PsycHoLoGY OF WaR: 15 Lee L. Brice, «Conditions of Service and Indiscipline
in Macedonian Armies, 359-323 BCE» (p. 345). 16 Jenn Finn, «Military Propaganda
in the Campaigns of Alexander the Great» (p. 392). 17 Jeanne Reames, «Philip’s and
Alexander’s Use of Religious Cult in Our Extant Sources» (p. 429). PART 6 NATURE OF
CommanD: 18 Carol J. King, «Relationship of King and Army» (p. 479). 19 Monica
D’Agostini «The Affective Nature of Command» (p. 501). Part 7 T Human Cost
oF War: 20 Elizabeth D. Carney, « Women in War» (p. 529). 21 Sabine Miiller, «War
Crimes?» (p. 551). Part 8 IN CrosiNg: 22 Edward M. Anson, «Conclusion: “We Are
the Champions”: the Underlying Reality of Ancient War» (p. 579).

2 c. International Ancient Warfare Conference (IAWC)

[in H-Soz-Kult, 22-24 June 2023, organised by Dr. Lennart Gilhaus,
Department of Ancient History, Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitét Bonn,

Institut fiir Geschichtswissenschaft]

Warfare in the Greek World. Ignacio Jesus Alvarez Soria (An Easy Victory. The Athenian
Expedition in Aetolia in 426 BC), Lennart Gilhaus (City assaults and unbounded
violence — The destruction of Motye as a model for the capture of cities in the Greek
World). Ole Sebastian Siems (The last journey of the Argyraspids — a case study on
the political role of Alexander’s veterans in the early wars of the Diadochoi).

The Roman Civil Wars: Carlos Espi Forcén (Caesar’s Elephant: A Powerful Icon in
Time of War). David Hack (A Land of Confusion? — Irregular and personal power
versus state control of military forces in Archaic Etruria and Rome). Keynote Lecture:
Fernando Echeverria (Translations, analogies and metaphors. Interpreting ancient
warfare in the 21st century)
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Women and Warfare: Marco Almansa Fernandez (Mulierum Agmen. Women and Roman
Army: Making the Invisible Visible). Pedro D. Conesa Navarro / Carlos Espi Forcén
(The Fulvia-Victory Bust: A Female Image for the Wars of the Second Triumvirate).
Amanthee Pussepitiya (“Women’s Invisibility” in Military History. A case-by-case
analysis of reasons for the female erasure from the historical narrative).

Greeks and the Others: Tatiana Tereshchenko (Military Theme in the Images of the
Others in Greek Vase Painting of the Middle of the 6th—Early 4th Centuries BC).
Daniel Emmelius (Insane undertakings? Cambyses and the crossing of deserts with
armies in Herodotus). Florian Feil (Scythian lancers and their influence on fourth-
century Persian, Thracian and Macedonian cavalry).

Rome and the Others: Peter Freiherr von Danckelman (Steppe Warfare and a Palmyrene
Militia?). Julian Gieseke (At the emperor’s service: The armies of dependent states
and peoples as a military factor in the early imperial period). Alastair Lumsden (What
it means to be a Man: Elite Masculinity and Military Development in Cisalpine Gaul
¢.400-50).

Home and Away in Classical Greece: Phyllis Brighouse (War and Greek old comedy:
A dialogue between past and present in Aristophanes’ knights). Ioannis Mitsios
(Sacrificial virgins in Athens and Boeotia: A comparative study). Michael Zerjadtke
(Disarming and rearming citizens: The social and political relevance of weapon
possession in classical Greece).

Assassinations.: The Greek World: Fiona Phillips (Carian Conflict! The failed assassination
of Mausolus). Julius Guthrie (The assassination of Dion). Omer Giingdrmiis (Sealing
the fate of a dynasty: Assassinations of the late Argead royals of Macedonia).
Assassinations: The Roman World Alexander Thein (Political assassinations in the
Sullan period: ¢. 90-70 BC). Jurriaan Gouw (The role of the Practorian Guard in the
assassination of Domitian and the rise of Trajan). Silvio Roggo (An unsuccessful
assassin’s career in Constantinople).

The Roman Imperial Army: Joanna Ball (Nothing to Fear but Fear Itself? Combat
Disintegration and the Roman Army). Anna Busetto (Not so elementary, my dear
Arrian! Tackling a locus desperatus in Arrian’s Tactica). Hanna Fritz (Grain supply
in Roman frontier zones: a comparison of the Vindolanda tablets and the Bu Njem
Ostraca). Korneel van Lommel (How to seize power? Political violence during the
Year of the Five Emperors).

Greek Tactics: Natasha Bershadsky (The death of Patroklos and the beginning of the
phalanx). Raimon Graells i Fabregat / Alessandro Pace (Weapons and Hoplites. A
Critical Discourse from Vases, Texts, and Realia). Isabell Tscheing (Social aspects
of the lightly armed troops in the classical period). Georgio Tsiakalos (Inglorious
Warriors: the Aetolian elite fighters and their controversial tactics).

The Punic Wars. Bryant Ahrenberg (Ship-Binding in Antiquity: The Practice, Purpose,
and Possibilities). Fabrizio Biglino (Rethinking the causes of the Third Punic War).
Gabriele Brusa (Marcellus at Nola and the employment of the “long spears of the
naval soldiers”: trying to make sense of Plutarch, Marcellus, 12.2).



74 NAM Anno 6 (2025), FascicoLo N. 22 Storia MILITARE ANTICA E BizZANTINA (APRILE)

Warfare in the Roman Republic: Marian Helm (Creating “natural fighters”: Age and social
expectations in the Roman republican army), Sally Mubarak (The Plot Thickens:
Repatriation and Burial of War-dead in the Mid-Republican Period). Theresia Raum
(A matter of time — The logics of military violence in the Roman republic).

Classical Sparta: Martine Diepenbroek (The Spartan scytale: A simple stick or a useful
cryptographic device? Misinterpretations of the use of the scytale as a cryptographic
device in ancient Sparta in the 5th and 4th centuries BCE). Imogen Herrad (Plataiai
479: “The others obeyed, but not Amompharetos” (Hdt. 9.53.2) A case study of
Spartan disobedience). Han Pedazzini (Alone in command. The legality problem of
Spartan military prostasia after the King’s Peace

Late Antiquity I: Lukasz Rozycki (Roman night combat in VI century — theory and
practice). Christopher Ian Lillington-Martin (Narratives of the Battle of Dara, 530).
Douglas Whalin (Roman strategy in the second Roman-Arab war AD 654-659).

Late Antiquity II: Winfried Kumpitsch (The cultic role of the officers in the Christian
Roman army). Christian Michel (Better men? Court eunuchs as generals in the Eastern
Roman Empire). Julius Schwarz (“Reading” the late Roman army).

§.3

Militaris Scientia
Studies on literary sources
for Ancient Military History.

1803 «Notice sur les principaux Historiens anciens et modernes, considérés
militairementy, Mémorial topographique et militaire, rédigé au Dépot Général de la
Guerre, imprimé par ordre du ministre, N° 2. Historique, Ive Trimestre de I’An X. A
Paris, de I’Imprimerie de la République, Brumaire An XI, pp.

1835 Friedrich Gottlob Heinrich Christian Haase, «Uber die griechischen und lateinischen
Kriegsschriftsteller», Neue Jahrbiicher fiir Philosophie und Paedagogik, 14 Bd., H.
1, Leipzig, 1835.

1847 Friedrich Gottlob Heinrich Christian Haase, De militarium scriptorum graecorum
et latinorum omnium editione instituenda narratio, Berlin, Trautwein, 1847.

1853-55 Hermann Koechly / Wilhelm Riistow, Griechische Kriegsschrifisteller, Leipzig
1853-55, 3 voll. (rist. Osnabriick, Biblio Verlag, 1969).

1860 Friedrich Gottlob Heinrich Christian Haase, De artis tacticae apud Graecos
historia, Vratislava, 1860.

1877 Richard Forster, «Studien zu den griechischen Taktikern», Hermes, Band 12, Heft
4, pp. 426-471.

1879 Edouard Hardy, L’art de la guerre chez les anciens, Paris., Librairie militaire,
Dumaine, 1879.
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1882 Karl Konrad Miiller, Eine griechische Schrift iiber Seekrieg, A. Stuber’s Buch und
Kunsthandlung, Wiirzburg, 1882.

1894 Catalogus Dissertationum Philologicarum Classicarum, Leipzig, Gustav Fock,
1894. Particula 111. Alte Geschichte u. Altertumswissenschaften, «d. Militirwesen»
(NN. 2556-2651, pp. 76-78).

1907 W. Stavenhagen, Uber die altgriechische Militiir-Schrifistellerei, Sonderabzug aus
Die Militirische Welt, Heft 11, Wien, 1907.

1912 Eugene Stock McCartney, Figurative Uses of Animal Names in Latin and Their
Application to Military Devices. A Study in Semantics, Th., The New Era Printing
Company, Lancaster, 1912.

1921 William Abbott Oldfather / John B. Titchener, «A note on the Lexicon militare,
Classical Philology, vol. 16, 1921, No. 1, pp. 74-76.

1923 [William Abbott Oldfather / Charles Henry Oldfather / Arthur Stanley Pease / John
B. Titchener], Aeneas Tacticus, Asclepiodotus, and Onasander, Translated by Illinois
Greek Club, Loeb Classical Library 156, London William Heinemann / New York,
Putnam’s Sons, 1923, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 1928.

1930 Adrien Bruhl, «Le souvenir d’Alexandre le Grand et les Romainsy», Mélanges
d’archéologie et d’histoire, tome 47, 1930, pp. 202-221.

1937 Alphonse Dain, «La ‘Tactique’ de Nicéphore Ouranosy», in Collection d’études
anciennes publiée sous le patronage de [’Association Guillaume Budé, Paris, 1937,
pp- 40 ss..

1956 Emilio Gabba, Appiano e la storia delle guerre civili, Firenze, La Nuova Italia, 1956.
Id., Appiani bellorum civilium liber primus, introduzione, traduzione e commento di
E. Gabba, Firenze, La Nuova Italia, 1958. Appianus. Bellorum Civilium liber quintus,
Firenze, La Nuova Italia, 1970.

1957 André Monteilhet, «Xénophon et I’art équestrex», Bulletin de I’ Association Guillaume
Budé, n°2, juin 1957, pp. 27-40.

1967 Alphonse Dain, Les stratégistes byzantins, Travaux et Mémoires, Centre de
Recherche d’histoire et civilisation byzantines, N. 2, 1967.

1969 Alphonse Dain, «Luc Holste et la collection romaine des tacticiens grecs», in Revue
des Etudes Anciennes, 71, 1969, pp. 338-353.

1974 Paul Daniel Emanuele, Vegetius on the Roman Navy, Translation and Commentary,
Book Four, 31-46, Thesis MA, University of British Columbia, 1974.

1978 Everett Wheeler, The Occasion of Arrian’s Tactica, Duke University Press, 1978.

1981 Joseph Geiger, «Plutarch’s Parallel Lives: The Choice of Heroes», Hermes, Vol.
109, 1981, No. 1, pp. 85-104.

1981George T. Dennis / Ernst Gamillscheg, Das Strategikon des Maurikios. Wien, Verlag
der Osterreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1981.

1984 Robert Sablayrolles, «Bibliographie sur I’Epitoma rei militaris de Végece», Cahiers
du Groupe de recherches sur I’armée romaine et les provinces, 3, 1984, pp. 139-146;
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Etienne Famerie, «Bibliographie sur 1’Epitoma rei militaris de Végéce (1981-2015)»,
Revue internationale des droits de I’ Antiquité, 62, 2015, pp. 213-218.

1985 George T. Dennis, Three Byzantine Military Treatises. Texts, Translations and
Notes, Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae, XXV, Dumbarton Oaks, Washington,
DC, 1985.

1988 Everett Wheeler, Stratagem and the Vocabulary of Military Trickery, Leiden, Brill,
1988.

1990 Marco Bettalli, Enea Tattico, La difesa di una citta assediata (Poliorketikon), Pisa,
ETS, 1990.

1991 Francesco Sini, Bellum Nefandum. Virgilio e il problema del diritto internazionale
antico, Sassari, Libreria Dessi editrice, 1991.

1993 Catherine Gilliver, The Roman Art of War: Theory and Practice. A Study of the
Roman Military Writers, Th., University of London, 1993.

1993 Luigi Loreto, «Pensare la guerra in Cesare. Teoria e prassi», in Diego Poli, cur.,
La cultura in Cesare, Atti del Convegno internazionale di studi Macerata-Matelica,
30 aprile — 4 maggio 1990, Quaderni Linguistici e Pedagogici dell’Universita di
Macerata, V, 1990, Roma, Il Calamo, 1993, 1, pp. 230-344.

1994 Brian Campbell (ed.), The Roman Army, 31 BC - AD 337: A Sourcebook, London
/ New York, Routledge, 1994, repr. 1996, 2000, 2003. Introduction (p. 1). 1 The
soldiers (p. 9) [Recruitment 9. Training 15. Conditions of service 20. Careers 28]. 2
The officers (p. 46). [Centurions 46. Prefects and tribunes 56. Senior officers 61]. 3
The Emperor as commander-in-chief (p. 68) [The emperor with his troops 69. The
emperor as general 72. Imperial military honours 74]. 4 The army in the field (p. 79).
[The disposition of the army 79. Fighting 89. Medical service 103. Incentives and
punishments 104]. 5 The army in peacetime (p. 110). [Military life in and around the
camps 110. Soldiers as builders and engineers 120. Religion 127. Military Collegia
136]. 6 The army, the local community, and the law (p. 140) [Soldiers in local life
140. Soldiers, marriage, and family life 151. Soldiers before the law 160. Soldiers
and civilians 170]. 7 The army in politics (p. 181). 8 Veterans (p. 193) [Discharge and
benefits 193. Veteran colonies 210. Veterans in local life 221]. 9 The army in the later
empire (p. 231). Select bibliography (p. 250). Index of translated passages (p. 256).

1996 Michael M. Sage (ed.), Warfare in Ancient Greece: A Sourcebook, London / New
York, Routledge, 1996. 1 EARLY GREEK WARFARE: HOMER AND THE DARK AGEs [The
hero and the heroic code 3. Weapons and preparation for battle 7. The practice of
Homeric warfare 11. The results of war 17. The Dark Ages 18]. 2 THE AGE oF HOPLITE
WAaRFARE [ Introduction 25. Army organization 38. Light-armed troops 40. Cavalry
46. Provisioning and supply armies 55. Military and naval pay 58. Military command
60. Treaties of alliance 66. Hoplite battles 72. Greeks and non-Greeks in battle: the
Persian Wars 81. The aftermath of battle 94. Siege warfare 107. Greeks and non-
Greeks 120. The spoils of war 121. Truces and peace treaties 127]. 3 THE FourTH
CENTURY [Tactical developments 137. The use of light-armed troops 141. Mercenaries
147. Siege warfare 157]. 4 The Rise of Macedonia: Philip and Alexander [The early
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Macedonian army 163. Philip II and the development of the Macedonian army 165.
Alexander the Great 181]. 5 Hellenistic Warfare [Some common causes of war 200.
Hellenistic armies 203. The armies of the great powers 220]. Suggested readings 228.
Index of passages cited 240.

1997 Luigi Loreto, «I1 generale e la biblioteca. La trattatistica militare greca da Democrito
di Abdera ad Alessio I Comnenoy, in Giuseppe Cambiano et alii (cur.), Lo spazio
letterario della Grecia antica, 11. La ricezione e [’attualizzazione del testo, Salerno
editrice, Roma, s. d. (ma 1997), pp. 563-589.

1997 Dietwulf Bockius / Ronald Baatz, Vegetius Und Die Romische Flotte. Flavius
Vegetius Renatus Praecepta Belli Navalis. Ratschlage Fiir Die Seekriegfuhrung,
Mainz, 1997.

1998 Maria Teresa Schettino, Introduzione a Polieno, Pisa, ETS, 1998. [Ead., Polyaenus’
Strategemata, Book I and II. A Historical Commentary 2 t., avec une dissertation
complémentaire: Sempronius Asellio’s fr. 1-2 Peter and Polyb. XII 25b; Th. Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven].

1999 Adriano La Regina (cur.), L’ arte dell’assedio di Apollodoro di Damasco, Roma,
Electra, 1999. La Regina, Apollodoro di Damasco ¢ le origini del barocco (p. 9).
ATIOAAQAHPOY TTOAIOPKHTIKA (p. 19). Trad. di Giovanna Commare (p. 51).
Ead., I codici della poliorcetica (p. 79). Ead., Apollodoro, autore della Poliorcetica (p.
83). Leila Nista, Il ritratto di Apollodoro di Damasco (p. 87). Giangiacomo Martines,
Note di tecnica su Apollodoro (p. 91). Anna Maria Liberati, Le macchine da guerra in
eta imperiale (p. 107). Le ‘ballistae’ della Colonna Traiana (115-121).

2002 Ruth Morello, «Livy’s Alexander Digression (9.17-19): Counterfactuals and
Apologeticsy, The Journal of Roman Studies, Vol. 92 , Nov. 2002 , pp. 62-85.

2003 Maria Teresa Schettino, «Documenti diplomatici scritti e documenti militari non
scritti nel ‘Polibio romano’», in A. M. Biraschi / P. Desideri / S. Roda / G. Zecchini
(eds.), L'uso dei documenti nella storiografia antica, [ X1l incontro perugino di Storia
della Storiografia, (Gubbio, 22-24 maggio 2001], Napoli, ESI, 2003, pp. 391-411.

2003 Leandro Polverini, «Imitatio Caesaris, Cesare e Alessandro, Napoleone e Cesarey,
in Modelli eroici dall’Antichita alla cultura europea, Roma, L’Erma di Bretschneider,
2003, pp. 403-414.

2004 José Vela Tejada. «Warfare, History and Literature in the Archaic and Classical
Periods: The Development of Greek Military Treatises», Historia: Zeitschrift Fiir Alte
Geschichte, vol. 53, no. 2, 2004, pp. 129—-46.

2004 Brian Campbell (ed.), Greek and Roman Military Writers: Selected Readings.
London / New York, Routledge, 2004.

2004 Waldemar Heckel / J.C. Yardley (eds.), Alexander the Great: Historical Texts in
Translation, Oxford, Blackwell, 2004.

2005 James Romm (ed.), Alexander the Great: Selections from Arrian, Diodorus, Plutarch
and Quintus Curtius, Indianapolis, Hackett Publishing Co., 2005.

2005 Angela Kiihnen, Die imitatio Alexandri als politisches Instrument romischer
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Feldherren und Kaiser in der Zeit von der ausgehenden Republik bis zum Ende des
dritten Jahrhunderts n.Chr., Diss., Universitdt Duisburg-Essen, 2005. Ead., Die
imitatio Alexandri in der Romischen Politik, Rhema Verlag 2008.

2006 Hans Michael Schellenberg, «Diodor von Sizilien 14,42,1 und die Erfindung
der Artillerie im Mittelmeerraumy», Frankfurter elektronische Rundschau zur
Altertumskunde 3 (20006).

2007 Simon Hornblower, «Warfare in ancient literature: the paradox of War», In Michael
Whitby / Philip Sabin / Hans van Wees (Eds.), The Cambridge history of Greek
and Roman warfare: Volume 1. Greece, the Hellenistic world and the rise of Rome,
Cambridge University Press, 2007, pp. 22-53.

2007 Philip Rance, «The Etymologicum Magnum and the Fragment of Urbicius», Greek,
Roman, and Byzantine Studies, vol. 47, No. 2, pp.193-224.

2008 Nikolaus L. Overtoom, «The Alexanders of Rome. Roman Emulation of Alexander
the Great during the Late Republicy,

2009 Philip Rance, «The Taktika of Nikephoros Ouranos (codex Monacensi graecus
452) and the Reception of Classical Literature in Byzantium», Humboldt-Stiftung—
Forschungsstipendium fiir erfahrene Wissenschaftler, LMU Miinchen, 2009-11.

2009 J. E. Lendon, «Historians without history: Against Roman historiography» [i. e.
against the literary approach to Roman], in A. Feldherr (ed.), Cambridge Companion
to the Roman Historians, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Pr., 2009) pp. 41-61.

2010 Ugo Fantasia, «Strategie militari e strategie narrative in Tucidide : la Grecia
occidentale nella guerra archidamicay, Cahiers des études anciennes, 47 (2010), pp.
283-327.

2010 Gastone Breccia, «Educazione e cultura militare a Bisanzio», in Monica Ferrari
e Filippo Ledda (cur.), Formare alle professioni. La cultura militare tra passato e
presente, Milano, FrancoAngeli, 2010, pp. 64-80.

2010 Immacolata Eramo, Siriano. Discorsi di guerra Testo, traduzione e commento, Con
una nota di Luciano Canfora, Bari, Dedalo, 2010. Ead., «Sul compendio militare
di Siriano Magister», Rivista Storica dell Antichita, 41, 2011, pp. 201-222. Ead.,
«Composition and structure of Syrianus Magister’s Military Compendiumy, Classica
et Christiana, 7, 1, 2012, pp. 97-112.

2011 Alexandre Blaineau, Xénophon, L’intégrale de ['ceuvre équestre, présentée et
annotée par A. Blaineau, Arles, Actes Sud (Arts équestres), 2011.

2011 Gastone Breccia, « trattati tecnici e 1’enciclopedia di Costantino VII Porfirogenito:
arte militare e agronomiay, in Massimo Bernabo (cur.), Voci dell Oriente.: miniature e
testi classici da Bisanzio alla Biblioteca medicea laurenziana, Polistampa, 2011, pp.
111-120.

2011 Philip Rance, «The De Militari Scientia or Miiller Fragment as a philological
resource. Latin in the East Roman army and two new loanwords in Greek: palmarium
and *recalay», Glotta 86, pp. 63-92.

2011 Fernando Echeverria Rey, «Taktik¢ Téchne. The Neglected Element in Classical
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Hoplite Battles», Ancient Society, 41, 2011, pp. 45-82.

2013 Anna Busetto, «La Tattica di Arriano tra filologia, letteratura ed epigrafia», in V.
Gheller (ed.), Ricerche a confronto. Dialoghi di Antichita Classiche e del Vicino
Oriente (Bologna-Trento, 2011), Vicenza, Edizioni Saecula, 2013, pp. 186-194, 200-
201.

2013 Antonis Tsakmakis / Melina Tamiolaki (eds.), Thucydides Between History and
Literature [Volume 17 in the series Trends in Classics - Supplementary Volumes],
Berlin / Boston, De Gruyter, 2013. Eds. «Introduction» (p. ix). I. IpEas oF HisTory:
Kurt A. Raaflaub, «Ktéma es aiei: Thucydides’ Concept of “Learning through History”
and Its Realization in His Work» (p. 3). Mathieu de Bakker, «Character Judgements in
the Histories: their Function and Distribution » (p. 23). Melina Tamiolaki, «Ascribing
Motivation in Thucydides. Between Historical Research and Literary Representation»
(p. 41). Paul Demont, «The Causes of the Athenian Plague and Thucydides» (p. 73).
II. REPRESENTATIONS OF TIME AND SpPACE: Jonas Grethlein, «The Presence of the Past in
Thucydides» (p. 91). Tim Rood, «The Cylon Conspiracy: Thucydides and the Uses
of the Past» (p. 119). Roberto Nicolai, «kat éthne kai kata poleis. From Catalogues to
Archaeology» (p. 139). Marek Wecowski,, «In the Shadow of Pericles: Athens’ Samian
Victory and the Organisation of the Pentekontaetia in Thucydides» (p. 153). Vassiliki
Pothou, «Transformation of Landscapes in Thucydides (p. 167). IIl. THUCYDIDES
AND Pourrics: Sarah Brown Ferrario, «“Reading” Athens: Foreign Perceptions of
the Political Roles of Athenian Leaders in Thucydides» (p. 181). Suzanne Said,
«Thucydides and the Masses» (p. 199). Panos Christodoulou, «Thucydides’ Pericles.
Between Historical Reality and Literary Representation» (p. 225). IV. ASPECTS OF
THE NARRATIVE: June Allison, «The Balance of Power and Compositional Balance:
Thucydides Book 1» (p. 257). Paula Debnar, «Blurring the Boundaries of Speech:
Thucydides and Indirect Discourse» (p. 271). Anna A. Lamari, «Making Meaning:
Cross-references and their Interpretation in Thucydides’ Sicilian Narrative» (p. 287).
Hans-Peter Stahl, «The Dot on the ‘i’: Thucydidean Epilogues» (p. 309). Nikos
Miltsios, The Narrative Legacy of Thucydides: Polybius, Book I (p. 329). V. THE
LaNGUAGE oF THucyDIDES: Pierre Pontier, «The litotes of Thucydides»(p. 353). Rutger
J. Allan, «History as Presence. Time, Tense and Narrative Modes in Thucydides »
(p- 371). Antonis Tsakmakis / Charalambos Themistokleous, «Textual Structure and
Modality in Thucydides’ Military Exhortations» (p. 391). Maria Pavlou, «Attributive
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§. 4
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The dog barks around the hedgehog
Reassessing the k0kAo¢ in ancient naval warfare

by ALESSANDRO CARLI
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ABSTRACT: This study aims to analyze at length what has been defined as one of the
tactical formations of naval warfare in the Classical period: the kvxiog. Taking the
distance from the reading mainstream among scholars, the following contribution
intends to review the battle of Artemision, Patras and Corcyra, seeking to under-
stand the reasons behind the employment of this tactic.

KEYWORDS: NAVAL WARFARE, KYKAOE, ARTEMISION, PHORMIO, PATRAS, CORCYRA.

Introduction

he winds intensified their blow and the sea rippled, rendering the Pelo-

ponnesian fleet unable to maintain their position anymore. As Phormio

had expected, the situation shifted in their favour: the enemy was ob-
structing each other losing the formation carefully researched. What ensued be-
came a sort of nightmare for the men embarked: the Athenians, displaying their
naval skills, started to row around their circular formation and, upon Phormio’s
signal, rammed an enemy flagship. Then the complete disorder took place and
the Athenians kept on ramming other ships which were rendered unusable. The
first naval battle of the Peloponnesian war ended with a victory of only twenty
Athenian triremes against the Peloponnesians who doubled them. The formation
called kOKAog turned into a disaster.

It is not unchallenging to have an idea of what happened. A very realistic
analogy, which inspired the title of this paper, was proposed many years ago by
Bernard W. Henderson: «Imagine a dog trying to get at hedgehog rolled into a
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ball»!. In some situations, certain Greek fleets, adopting the posture analogous
to the hedgehog, opted for the kOxAog, which is usually rendered as “circle”.
Extant sources describe this formation in only three naval battles: Artemision in
480, Patras in 429 and Corcyra 427. Reading these battles’ accounts, Herodotus
and Thucydides respectively, scholars have established a substantial connection
between the battle of Patras and the Herodotus’ account regarding the Artemi-
sion?. The battle of Patras, which provides the most detailed narrative of this
tactic — as sketched at the beginning and subsequently examined at length - has
become the starting-point through which scholars interpret the Herodotean de-
scription. According to this prevailing reading, the naval engagement against the
Persians represents the first time where this tactic appeared in ancient naval war-
fare among the Greeks. Moreover, according to the mainstream interpretation,
the kOKAog emerged as a possible option® to face the opponent who opted for the
more well-attested and, as a consequence, more studied battle manoeuvre: the
so-called d1ékmhovg.

The aim of this paper is to offer a reading of these three battle focusing on the
presence, real or presumed, of this tactic, in order to set the kOkAog in the broader
field of naval warfare during classical period.

1 Bernard W. HENDERSON, The Great War between Athens and Sparta, New York, Arno
Press, 1927, p. 98.

2 Cf. William L. Ropcers, Greek and Roman Naval Warfare. A Study of Strategy, Tactics,
and Ships Design from Salamis (480 b.c) to Actium (31 b.c), Annapolis, The United States
Naval Institute, 1937, p. 132; Donald KaGan, The Archidamian War, Ithaca — London,
Yale University Press, 1974, p. 109; Simon HornBLOWER, A Commentary on Thucydides.
Volume I. Book I-III, 1991, p. 364; John S. MorrisoN — John F. Coates — Boris Ran-
Kov, The Athenian Trireme. The History and Reconstruction of an Ancient Greek Warship,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000, pp. 68-69; John R. HALE, Lord of the Sea.
The Epic Story of the Athenian Navy and the Birth of Democracy, London, Penguin Pub-
lishing Book, 2009, pp. 159-160; Jennifer T. RoBERTS, Athens, Sparta and the Struggle for
Ancient Greece, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2017, p. 92; RaHe Paul A., The Second
Attic War. The Grand Strategy of Classical Sparta 446-418 B.C., New Heaven — London,
Yale University Press, 2020, p. 109.

3 John S. MorrisoN — John F. Coates — Boris Rankov, The Athenian Trireme, cit. pp. 71-72;
Owen REgs, Great Naval Battles of the Ancient Greek World, Pen & Sword Maritime, Phil-
adelphia, 2019, pp. xiii-xiv.
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Fig. 1. Battle of Thermopylae and movements to Salamis, 480 BC. The Department
of History, United States Military Academy. Public Domain. Wikimedia Commons.
Artemision, first day

Meanwhile, the Persians were inspecting the remaining triremes* when, as soon
as the opportunity arose, a renowned deep-sea diver, whose name was Scillias of

4 Hdt. VIII 8.1. At the beginning, the Persians had 1207 triremes (Hdt. VII 89.1; 184.1),
helped by 120 other from the area of Thrace. But, after the first storm, they lost 400 ships
(Hdt. VII 190) and 15 were captured by the Greeks (Hdt. VII 194.1). Cf. Pietro VANNICELLI,
Resistenza e Intesa. Studi sulle guerre persiane in Erodoto, Bari, Edipuglia, 2013. pp. 50-
62; Christopher TupLIN — Bruno Jacoss, «Military Organization and Equipmenty, in Bruno
Jacobs — Robert Rollinger (eds.), A Companion to the Achaemenid Persian Empire. Vol-
ume II, Hoboken, Wiley Blackwell, 2021, pp. 1175-1177 with further references. For the
logistic of a such mobilization John HyLanp, «The Achaemenid Military System and Its
Campaign Logistics», in John Hyland — Khodadad Rezakhami (eds.), Brill s Companion
to War in the Ancient Iranian Empires, Leiden, Brill, 2024, pp. 174-175. On the localiza-
tion of their naval base vd. Paul W. WaLLACE, «Aphetai and the Battle of Artemisiumy, in
Alan L. Boegehold et al. (eds.), Studies Presented to Sterling Down on his eightieth birth-
day, Durham, Duke University, 1984, pp. 106-110.
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Scione, deserted to bring up to date the Greeks on the enemy’s manoeuvres. De-
spite Herodotus’ rational scepticism regarding the story of Scillias’ adventurous
escape from the Persian side’, the Greeks gathered a frightening development:
two hundred triremes had already set sail to circumnavigate the eastern side of
Euboea and round the southern headland, aiming to reach the Hellenic fleet from
the south®. Although scholars have entertained doubts about the feasibility of this
strategy in broad terms and the logistical timing for such circumnavigation’, the
Greeks did not know otherwise and were not able to verify the Scillias’ account in
a short time. If the Persians carried their deceptive plan out, the Greek coalition,
which was already outnumbered, would be helpless. Then it is no wonder that
they started to discuss viable alternatives before it got too late. After an extensive
debate — during which the possibility of withdrawal may have come up again® —,
the Greeks camped for that day. As midnight passed, they resolved to sail south-
ward to pre-empt the encircling fleet. However, within the Herodotus’ elaborate
timeline which tracks what happened at Thermopylae at the same time®, the exact
moment when the Greeks did not encounter the two hounded trireme remains
unclear. Yet, by late afternoon'’, they had revised their strategic plans.

5 Hdt. VIII 8.2: «ovk &y einelv dtpekéwe». Vd. Donald LATEINER, The Historical Method of
Herodotus, Toronto — Buffalo — London, University of Toronto Press, 1989, p. 63.

6 At Thermopoylae, Artemision and Salamis the Persians always attempted to carry out an
encirclement (cf. Hdt., VII 213-218; VIII 7-13; 76; 79-82).

7 For the debate cf. Charles HiGNETT, Xerxes’ Invasion of Greece, Oxford, Oxford Claren-
don, 1963, pp. 386-392; George CAWKWELL, The Greek Wars. The Failure of Persia, Ox-
ford, Oxford University Press, 2005, pp. 93-94. For a major confidence in Herodotus’ ac-
count cf. Andrew R. BURrN, Persia and the Greeks. The Defence of the West, c. 546-478
B.C., New York, St Martin’s Press, 1962, pp. 395-399; Peter GreeN, The Greco-Persian
Wars, Berkeley — Los Angeles — London, University of California Press, 1998, pp. 128-
129. Cf. Herbert HORHAGER, «Zu den Flottenoperationen am Kap Artemision», Chiron, 3,
(1973), pp. 51-59 for further topographical problems.

8 Hdt. VIII 9.1: «Todto 8¢ dxovoavteg ol "EAMveg Adyov coict avtoiot £6idocav. [ToAADY
8¢ heybévtav évika v nuépny keivny adtod peivoavtacy cf. Hdt. VIII 4-6. Steven SiDE-
BOTHAM, «Herodotus on Artemisiumy, The Classical World, 75, 3, (1982), pp. 177-186 has
risen doubt on the possible withdrawal, arguing that the Greek tried to trap the Persians in
the “narrow waters”.

9 Vd. the table made David AsHER1, Erodoto. Le Storie. Libro VIII. La vittoria di Temistocle,
Milano, Mondadori, 20102 pp. 216-218 with further references.

10 Hdt. VIIT 9.1-2: «3deiknv oyinv ywvopévny tig NUEPNS GLAGEAVTES a0TOL EmaVETAEOV Ml
Tovg BapPapovgy. If we translate Sk as “afternoon”, it will be misleading, since we miss
an interesting detail: dgikn does not mean the hours after the midday but when it’s already
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Fig. 3. Battle of Sybota. From Thucydides, Maps and Plans illustrative of Thucydides,
containing Northern Greece, Southern Greece, Coast of Asia Minor, etc.
Oxford: J. Vincent, ca.1825

What next followed was the first day of indecisive engagements, which en-
closed all the problems that arose for the question of kVxAoc and his purported
first emergence in ancient naval warfare. According to Herodotus, the Greeks
started rowing against the Persians with a main strategic intent: they wanted to try
out the enemies (anoémepav avT®dV TomoacHar), their way of war (tiig & péymg)
and their diékmlovg, essentially testing how the Persians might breach their battle
line. At first sight, this motive might seem rash and thoughtless, but, given the
absence of the expected two hundred triremes and cognizant of their numerical
inferiority, the Greeks might grab the chance playing the disadvantages down''.

getting darker, just before the night (cf. Hdt. VII 167.4; VIII 9.6; IX 101.8; Thuc. III 74.2;
IV 69.3; VIII 26.1; Xen. Hell. 1 1.5; Anab. 1 8.8; 11 2.74; 111 3.1; VII 2.16; Cyr. V 4.16).
However, it is not night but the moment when every military actions stop (cf. Xen. Anab.
11T 4.34; 5.2) and the soldiers have dinner (Xen. Hell. IV 1.22; 6.6; Anab. IV 2.1; VII 3.1).
If so, the Greeks opted for a short engagement before the night.

11 Cf. John Lazensy, «The Strategy of the Greeks in the Opening Campaign of the Persian
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Through this enterprise, they avoided the risk of being too much outnumbered:
this is not the only occasion that a naval battle started earlier than expected and
one of the two opponents aimed to try the enemy out'?. In this regard, the Persian
reaction was predictable: cognizant (such as the Greeks) of their superior rowing
capabilities as well as their numerical advantage, then, as Herodotus highlights
and his reader would expect, they disregarded the enemy’s action'®. The Persians,
as a consequence, began to “encircle” the Greek fleet. Considering the hundreds
of ships involved in this action, it is likely the Persians attempted to outflank their
opponents. The Greeks, however, opted for the following escamotage: upon the
first signal — as common practice for communications and issuing orders in an-
cient naval warfare too!* — they turned ship sterns toward enemy triremes, mov-
ing their poops closer together. This preliminary countermeasure, at first sight,
could resemble what we know of the kvkiog employed in the other two occasions
we will scrutinize in the next sections: as we have seen in the introduction, the
majority of scholars have put forward this parallel, linking the Artemision battle
with the events of 429. According to them, the same strategy took place in both
episodes even the situations had some noteworthy dissimilarity. What followed in
the battle, however, should be approached with circumspection. Indeed, as John

War», Hermes, 92, 3 (1964), pp. 274-275; Christopher PELLING, «Speech and narrative in
the Histories», in Carolyn Dewald — John Marincola (eds.), The Cambridge Companion
to Herodotus, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2006, pp. 110-111 n. 30, pp. 103-
121.

12 In the context of naval warfare, the verb dmomeipdo is employed by the ancient historians
whenever one fleet tried to engage the enemy when the latter did not have the full fleet
(Thuc. IV 24.3; cfr. the reflection put forward by Gylippos in Thuc. VII 21.2; VII 36.1) or
was at a disadvantage (Thuc. VII 17.4).

13 Hdt. VIII 10.1: «Opdvteg 8¢ cpeag of te dAhot otpatidtat ol EépEem Kol ol otpatnyol
EMMAEOVTAG VUG OAYNOL, TTAYYL GO HoviNY EREVEIKOVTEG GVIYOV KoL 0OTOL TAUG VEGY.
This behaviour, where the Persians looked the Greek strategy as a sign of madness, was the
same at Marathon (Hdt. VI 112.2) and the opinion of Mardonios (Hdt. VIII 140). On this
topic vd. the study of Harry C. Avery, «Herodotus 6.112.2», Transactions and Proceed-
ings of the American Philological Association, 103, (1972), pp. 15-22.

14 Hdt. VIII 111.1: «Toiot 8¢ "EAAnct Og Eonunve... dedtepa 6¢ onuivavtogy. For the verb
onuoivo in classical warfare see Peter Krentz, «The Salpinx in Greek Warfare», in Vic-
tor D. Hanson (ed.), The Classical Greek Battle Experience, London, Routledge, 1991, pp.
110-120 who argues for the employment of a trumpet in naval warfare too. For the cdAmyg
vd. Elena Franchi, «La Salpinx a Sparta antica tra realta e rappresentazione», in Guido
Raschieri (ed.), I/ terzo suono. Dialoghi al crocevia delle tradizioni orali. Vol. 2, Trento,
Universita degli Studi di Trento, 2023, pp. 161-182 with further bibliography.
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Fig. 5 b. Particular, showing the Peloponnesian kyklos,

Lazenby has persuasively argued on more than one occasion'?, if the pattern was
the Thucydidean account of 429, at Artemision the execution of a complete circle
with 270 triremes stationaries would have required a radius of 4 km.

Thereafter, we are inclined to argue that the Greeks aimed to prevent the Per-
sian triremes from rowing around their wings. The deeply-rooted idea of a first
definite kVxAog in ancient naval warfare begins to fall apart. Moreover, despite
several criticism on his nautical expertise!®, Herodotus inserts further explicative
details which corroborate the reading just advanced. Since the Greeks had al-
ready deployed their triremes closer together, following the second signal — while
we cannot assert it was a well-established practice, it was a clear evidence of

15 John F. LazenBy, «Essays and Reflections: Naval Warfare in the Ancient World: Myth and
Realities», The International History Review, 9, 3, (1987a), p. 450; Ip., «The Diekplous»,
Greece & Rome, 34, 2, (1987b), p. 174 n. 15; Ip., The Defence of Greece 490-479 B.C.,
Warminster, Aris & Phillips, 1993 pp. 138-140

16 The critic of George B. GRUNDY, The Great Persian War and Its Preliminaries. A Study of
the Evidence, Literary and Topographical, London, John Murray, 1901, pp. 333-334 on
Artemision is illustrative.
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some planification before this enterprise — they took part in the action. Through
the expression &€pyov eiyovto, Herodotus does not suggest the Greeks went into
action maybe rowing toward the enemy, as some reconstructions supposes, but
more simply that, given the inescapable proximity to the Persians, they were
engaged in the fight!”. The Greeks either sustained this initial clash or a simply
initial moment had to deal with the solely tempted diékmAovg. Thought parallel
traditions are inclined for a plan dreamed up for the first time by single person'?,
the countermeasure opted by the Greek fleet had the triremes kept stationary and
with the rams turned toward the enemies. No additional actions seem to have
been planned, such as the intervention of faster triremes or similar as we will
see. The Greeks only sought to withstand the situation as possible invalidating
the enemy’s manoeuvres. Still, the following consequence of this plan was not
completely clear: as Herodotus notices, the battle’s outcome in that day remained
inconclusive. Perhaps influenced by their previous experience at the battle of
Lade', the Persians were unprepared for this way of war. It should not be for-
gotten that Greeks captured thirty triremes before the day went out. Regarding
other details on this preliminary fight, especially concerning tactics and battle’s
developments, Herodotus is sparing and remains consistent with his well-known
approach to warfare®. Besides the fact that the father of History does not call

17 We do not follow the accounts of George N. L. HamMmonD, «The Expedition of Xerxesy, in
John Boardman — George N. L. Hammond — David M. Lewis — Martin Ostwald (eds.), The
Cambridge Ancient History. Second Edition. Volume IV. Persia, Greece and the Western
Mediterranean c. 525 to 479 B.C, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1988, p. 554
and, more recently, Paul A. RaHg, The Grand Strategy of Classical Sparta. The Persian
Challenge, New Haven — London, Yale University Press, 2015, pp. pp. 230-232 which are
a sort of free interpretations of Herodotus’ account in order to fully reconstruct this battle.

18 For the question of Heracleides of Mylasa vd. the debate and the bibliography in David
ASHERI, Erodoto. cit. pp. 210-211.

19 Hdt. VI 12. Cf. John Mvres, «The Battle of Lade, 494 B.C. (Herodotus VI. 6-17. With
map)», Greece & Rome, 1, (1954), pp. 50-55; Donald LATEINER, «The Failure of the Ionian
Revolt», Historia: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte, 31, 2, (1982), pp. 149-150; Herman T.
WALLINGA, «The Tonian Revolty, Mnemosyne, 37, 3/4, (1984), pp. 401-437.

20 On this topic cf. Suzanne Saip, «Guerre, intelligence et courage dans les histoires d’ Héro-
dotex, Ancient Society, 11/12, (1980), pp. 83-117; J. CoBer, «Herodotus and Thucydides on
Wary, in Ian S. Moxon — John D. Smart — Anthony J. Woodman (eds.), Past Perspectives.
Studies in Greek and Roman Historical Writing. Paper presented at a conference in Leeds,
6-8 April 1983, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1986, pp. 1-18; Laurence TRITLE,
«Warfare in Herodotus», in Carolyn Dewald — John Marincola (eds.), The Cambridge Com-
panion to Herodotus, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2006, pp. 209-223.
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this plan as xvxlog, a main clue that he is talking about a different arrangement
as compared with a known contemporary formation, we can summarise what is
emerged as follows: classifying what happened at Artemision as a “classical”
KOk og disposition would be misleading, indeed the Greeks were organised for
sustain the short fight cognizant of their enemies and how they fought due to a
superior fleet. The reader in front of the Artemision’s account rightly asks what
purpose the Greeks carried out this measure and, following the narrative arranged
by Herodotus, it seems they did not want to defeat the enemy. The situation could
not afford this goal and they opted for a confined fight which enabled them to
capture some enemy ships.

Patras and the first emergence of the kvklog

In the late summer of 429, the Spartan-allied fleet owing forty-seven triremes
departed from Patras to reach the other troops already involved in Acarnania,
where Cnemus, the appointed navarch for that year, should have waited for them.
The original plan encompassed a double expedition against the Acarnanias owing
the army and the fleet, with the latter joining Cnemus as soon as possible?!. On
the opposing coastline, however, the Athenian strategos Phormio??, commanding
only twenty triremes, was cognizant that the enemies were about to cross the
gulf over at any moment. Despite the Peloponnesians’ attempts at concealment
through nocturnal departure, the Athenians started sailing along the coast waiting
for the opponents offshore in the centre of the gulf. The allies of Sparta did not
expect any engagement with Phormio given their superior number, but the Athe-
nian strategos was waiting for that moment, self-confident of the renowned Athe-
nian naval skills?*. When they glimpsed that the Athenians would not back down,

21 Thuc. I1 80-81; The Spartiate, however, did not wait the fleet, choosing to advance. The re-
sult was the inconclusive battle of Stratos: Thuc. IT 81.3-8. Michael P. FRonpa — Chandra
GIrROUX, «Spartan Strategy in the Early Peloponnesian War, 431-425 B.C.E», Phoenix, 73,
3/4,(2019), p. 305; Paul A. Rahe, Sparta’s Second Attic, op. cit., pp. 106-107.

22 On this strategos cf. John R. HALE, «General Phormio’s Art of War: a Greek Commentary
on a Chinese Classic», in Charles D. Hamilton — Peter Krentz (eds.), Polis and Polemos:
Essays on Politics, War, and History in Ancient Greece in Honour of Donald Kagan, Cla-
remont, Regina Books, 1997, pp. 85-103; Ugo Fantasia, «Formione in Acarnania (Thuc. 1T
68, 7-8) e le origini della guerra del Peloponneso», Incidenza dell’Antico, 4, (2006), pp. 59-
98; Elisabetta Bianco, «Formione, stratego nautikotatos», Historika, 13, (2023), pp. 53-84.

23 The generals often valued if it was safe or not to engage battle against a superior ene-
my vd. Roel KoNuNeNDLK, «Playing Dice for the Polis: Pitched Battle in Greek Military
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Fig. 6. Olympias, a reconstruction of an ancient Athenian trireme. Athens, Park of Mari-
time Tradition in Floisvos, in Palaio Faliro. Credit Jackson 2022. CC-BY-SA-4.0.

the Peloponnesians, guided by three Corinthian generals, opted for a formation
distinctly identified as xvxiog by Thucydides. As soon as the Peloponnesians
started moving for that formation, the Athenian historian provides a clear-cut and
detailed account®. The Peloponnesians obtained the xOkAog from the standard
navigation line-ahead, where the admiral ship stopped first, so to be followed by
“dominoes” of the other triremes. Each triremes, in turns, positioned themselves,
one by one, pointing its rams outward (tag npdpag uev EEw), whilst the stern
was oriented inward (§cm 6¢ t0g mpOpvoeg). Based on the side where the circle
was drawn, the stern was then tilted in part towards starboard or port, as much
as it was sufficient in the direction of nearby triremes. The orientation aimed to
create a sort of large perimeter in which the triremes represented their rams at end

Thought», Transactions of the American Philological Association, 151, 1, (2021), pp. 17-
18 with further bibliography.

24 TIn order to give a reading of this tactic, scholars simply translate Thuc. II 84. Cf. Bernard
W. HenpERsoN, The Great War, op. cit., p. 97; William L. Ropgers, Greek and Roman, op.
cit. pp. 131; Karl-Joachim HoLkEskamp, «La guerra e la pace», in Salvatore Settis (ed.), /
Greci. Storia cultura arte e societa. 2. Una storia greca. Il. Definizione, Torino, Einaudi,
1997, pp. 508-509; Boris Rankov, «Ancient Naval Warfare, 700 BC-AD 600», in Michael
Whitby — Harry Sidebottom (eds.), The Encyclopedia of Ancient Battles, Hoboken, Wiley
Blackwell, 2017, p. 29
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of each ray. In the middle of this “hedgehog”, five triremes, which Thucydides
identifies as tag dpioto mheovoog — to put in another way: these triremes were
better rowed? — were ready to take part in the action (6mwg ékmAéotev 610 Ppaycog
Topaylyvopevol, €l iy mpoomnintolev oi évavtiot). Whenever the Athenians tried
to ram the Peloponnesians stationed to form the kvKkAoc, the five triremes would
have help ramming in turn. In the end of this description, Thucydides limits him-
self to draw attention to the aim of this formation, reporting that the Pelopon-
nesians avoided providing any chance for the enemy Siékmlovg (d¢ péyistov oioi
T’ foav un d186vteg Siékmhovvy). This latter detail is pivotal to getting the Thucy-
didean point: while some scholars have argued that the khxAog was the defensive
countermeasure against the Athenians, it raises up the problem of how there was
the further Peloponnesian step in order to overwhelm the enemy or simply to
drive him apart. Thucydides’ silence on this matter has led us to a reassessment
of traditional interpretation where the k0xAog was the classical countermeasure
against the 6iéxmhovg. The silence of the historian, however, is not complete, pro-
viding a crucial insight. At the beginning of the battle’s account, Thucydides ex-
pressly states that the Peloponnesians were sailing not to engage in a naval battle
but were organised to transport troops* and then, when Phormio was preparing
the battle, they were compelled to face it*’. The situation, repeatedly emphasized
by the historian throughout the account, bringing his reader to deduce to the fol-
lowing conclusion: the kbkAog was not simply a defensive formation itself but the
only one feasible countermeasure to adopt under the circumstances. We can even
call the k0KAocg a surviving effort.

25 Cf. Thuc. 148.4;48.7; VII 34.3; VIII 104.3; Xen. Hell., 16.16; 6.19; Diod. XIII 39.3.

26 Thuc., 1T 83.2: «oi 6& KopivOiot kai oi Evppoyotl Emheov pev ody Mg Eml vovpayig, oAl
GTPOTIOTIKMTEPOV TOPEGKEVAGUEVOL £C TV Akapvaviavy is pivotal. For the expression
oTpaTIOTIKOTEPOV Tapeskevacévol cf. John S. MorrisoN — Robert T. WiLLiams, Greek
Oared Ships 900-322, 1968, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1968, pp. 247-248;
Lionel CassoN, Ships and Seamanship in the Ancient World, Princeton, Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 1971, pp. 92-93; John S. MorrisoN — John F. Coates — Boris Rankov, The
Athenian Triremes, op. cit. 151-152; Matteo ZaccariNi, «Dalla “triere leggera” alla “triere
pesante”: I’evoluzione della flotta ateniese tra Temistocle e Cimoney, Rivista di Studi Mil-
itari, 2, (2013), p. 23 n. 49.

27 Thuc., II 83.1: «dA\” fvaykdcOnoav mepl ToG a0TOG MUEPAS THG &v XTphte péymg
vovpoayfoot Tpog Gopuimvay where the keyword is avéyyn repeated then in Thuc., II
83.3: «obtm o1 avaykalovtot vavpayelv kata pécov tov mopOudvy. For the concept of
avayyn during battles in Thucydides vd. Martin OstwaLp, ANAI'KH in Thucydides, Atlan-
ta, Scholars Press, 1988, p. 13
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Corcyra: the stasis on the sea

When the civil strife at Corcyra had reached a complicated turn, the internal
factions remained unsuspecting of a coming fleet from Sparta and her allies over-
night. On this point, Thucydides simply writes that the Peloponnesians, under the
navarch Alcidas and the advisor Brasidas®, had dropped the anchors at the Sy-
bota’s port on the mainland®. When it was nearly dawn, Thucydides reports that
fifty-three triremes sailed toward Corcyra (0ppcdpevot 8¢ £¢ X0Bota Mpéva Thg
nreipov duo o énénieov T Kepkvpa). The reader, however, gropes in the dark
regarding their real will, whether the Peloponnesians intended to engage in a
naval battle or rather to conduct operations on the island. In the city, the citizens
were in turmoil unsure of how to face the coming enemy. They started to embark
on the sixty triremes and set sail against the enemies: time losing all the Athenian
attempts to dissuade the islanders from taking time to sail together. As soon as
some triremes were scattered around two of them defected, meanwhile in the oth-
er triremes the crews fought among themselves®: the civil strife transposed on the
fleet would suggest possible preexisting arrangements between Peloponnesians
and the oligarchic faction. On the opposite side, as soon as it was ascertained
what was taking place, the Peloponnesians launched only twenty triremes against
a superior fleet which was in complete confusion. The remaining Peloponnesian
thirty-three triremes sailed against the Athenian ones which had only twelve
ships, including the notorious Salaminia and Paralos®'.

Facing the numerical disadvantage, the Athenians avoided breaking through
the enemy line so as to not be outnumbered and overwhelmed, instead focus-

28 On these two Spartiates vd. Joseph Roisman «Alkidas in Thucydides», Historia: Zeitschrifi
fiir Alte Geschichte, 36, 4, (1987), pp. 385-421 and the final the appendix regarding the
advisors’ role. On Brasidas with further bibliography see lan PLANT, «Brasidas and Thucy-
dides: Hero and His Historian», Dialogues d’Histoire Ancienne, 49, 2, (2023), pp. 11-36.

29 For the topography vd. George N. L. HammonD, «Naval Operations in the South Channel
of Corcyra 435-433 B. C.», The Journal of Hellenic Studies, 65, (1945), pp. 26-37.

30 On the identification of these persons Ugo Fantasia, «Corcira, 427-425 a.C.: anatomia di
una stasis, in Cinzia Bearzot — Franca Landucci (eds.), “Partiti” e fazioni nell esperienza
politica greca, Milano, 2008, pp. 187-189.

31 Cf. Lionel CassoN, Ships and Seamanship, op. cit. pp. 92-93; Vincent GABRIELSEN, Financ-
ing the Athenian Fleet. Public Taxation and Social Relations, Baltimore, The John Hop-
kins University Press, 1994, p. 109; John NasH, Rulers of the Sea. Maritime Strategy and
Sea Power in Ancient Greece 550-321 BCE, Berlin — Boston, De Gruyter, 2023, p. 65.
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ing the manoeuvres against one wing. Following the loss of only one trireme,
the Peloponnesians, quite unexpectedly, adopted a circle formation, marking the
second and last one kOkAog of which we have information among sources. What
cause this choice remains unclear: the Peloponnesians might still be traumatised
by the nightmarish crossing two years before®? or, as we are more inclined to
believe without excluding both options, this choice indicates their limited pre-
paredness for naval engagement. The Athenians, as expected given the last time,
responded by encircling the enemy (nepiémieov kai Enelpdvto BopvPeiv). On the
opposite wing, the twenty Peloponnesian triremes became at first cognizant of the
impending perils, so they joined their fellows®. In front of the ensued enemy, the
Athenians judged it preferable to pull out avoiding risks. At this point, Thucydides
highlights that the Peloponnesians instead of sailing against Corcyra — maybe this
was the fear of the Athenians and their allied islanders — opted for coming back
to Sybota. During this fight, they had captured thirteen triremes. The next day,
the Athenians and the islanders were ready for the worst, embarking themselves
to fight again but the Peloponnesians did not sail against Corcyra for a second
time. They likely thought the thirteen triremes were a good haul, since, from the
beginning, the Spartan authorities had sent Alcidas to increase their fleet (mAéov
TO VOTIKOV omoovieg &g v Képrupav miedoo otactalovoav)*. Given the
Peloponnesians’ reaction in front of their superiority and the problems which had
arisen in the opposite side, we can draw some conclusions regarding the circle
employed in that battle. Sparta and her allies were not in a position to defend
themselves despite their superior number and, in light of their behaviour the next
day too, it is likely they were not really prepared for the naval battle which was
won through the defections and the strives on the enemy side. On this point, it
is not to be excluded that some pre-arrangement and premeditation in agreement

32 Bernard W. HENDERSON, The Great War, op. cit. p. 118: “Phormio’s drum was still beating in
their ears”. The psychological trauma during that occasion is highlighted by John LAzensy,
The Peloponnesian War. A Military Study, London — New York, Routledge, 2004, p. 56

33 Thuc., I11 76.3: «yvdvteg 6¢ ol mpog Toig Keprupaiolg kai deicavteg pn 6mep &v Navmdkto
vévorro, Emfonbodot, Kol yevopevar abpdor ai vijeg dua Tov Emimhovv toic Abnvaiolg
émotodvton. We do not follow the critics against Alcidas by Barry S. Strauss, «Sparta’s
Maritime Moment», in Andrew S. Erickson — Lyle J. Goldstein — Carnes Lord (eds.), Chi-
na goes to Sea. Maritime Transformation in Comparative Historical Perspectives, Annap-
olis, Naval Institute Press, 2009, p. 42 since Thucydides is silent on this point

34 Thuc. II1 69.2. Vd. Peter A. BRUNT, «Spartan Policy and Strategy in the Archidamian Wary,
The American Historical Review, 87, 1, (1965), p. 272.
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Fig. 7. Cross-section of an ancient
Greek combat galley, following the last
archacological discoveries about this
type of ship. Credit Eric Gaba (a Wi-
kimedia Commons user, Sting, 2005).
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GNU Free documentation licence.

thalamites

with the Peloponnesians. In conclusion, even at Corcyra such as a Patras, k0kAog

should be regarded differently compared to major scholars’ agreement.

Conclusion

In order to summarize the historical events that emerged in the previous pages,
we believe it is compelling to retrace some points. At Artemision, a real circle, as
it is described by Thucydides, did not took place: the analogies, even at first sight
fitting for some points, do not hold the different situation and the Herodotean de-
scription. On that occasion, the Greeks withstand the fight as possible nullifying
the enemy’s manoeuvres on their wings, but a complete circle was not achieved
and maybe not even researched. The xbxlog had only two real occurrences at
a single two-year interval, challenging prevailing scholarly interpretations of
its role as a standard defensive counter to the diékmlovg. As a consequence, the
KOKAog was not a defensive escamotage employed whenever the enemy used the
breaking through, yet, following the precise description advanced by Thucydides,
it was a sort of survival strategy employed by a fleet compelled into an unplanned
naval engagement.
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Tra guerra e politica
il caso dei mille logades di Argo

by ALESSANDRO BRAMBILLA

ABSTRACT: The corps of the thousand logades of Argos, active between the 420s
and 410s BCE, exhibits distinctive characteristics that render it a particularly si-
gnificant case within the landscape of elite military forces in Classical Greece. Its
numerical strength makes it the second most sizeable elite formation attested in
the sources from the Classical period. The history of this military unit highlights
the risks associated with the establishment of such formations for the stability of
the existing political order, particularly when the latter was already compromised
or inherently fragile. Finally, this corps represents the earliest instance for which
the sources unequivocally attest both state-funded maintenance and state-regula-
ted training.

KEYWORDS: ARGOS, LOGADES, EPILEKTOI, ELITE, PICKED TROOPS

eggendo le fonti antiche capita di imbattersi in riferimenti a scontri fra

gruppi di combattenti qualificati come “gli scelti” sin dall’eta arcaica.

Pausania racconta un episodio, forse risalente all’epoca della seconda
guerra messenica, in cui cento uomini selezionati provenienti da Orestasio sacri-
ficarono la propria vita in combattimento per permettere agli abitanti di Figela di
rientrare in possesso della propria citta, sottratta loro dagli Spartani, adempiendo
cosi a un oracolo delfico'. Intorno alla meta del VI secolo? trecento Argivi scelti
combatterono contro un analogo contingente di Spartani per risolvere la secolare
contesa fra le due citta per il possesso della Tireatide’. Ancora Pausania fa men-
zione del sacrificio di trecento focesi scelti per difendere la propria terra dall’at-
tacco dei Tessali*.

Paus. VIII, 39 e 41.

Tutte le date sono da intendersi a.C., salvo diversa indicazione.
Hbr. I, 82; PLut., Mor. 306ab; Paus. 111, 7, 5.

Paus. X, 1, 4-6.
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E, tuttavia, a partire dalle Guerre persiane che il fenomeno assunse dimensioni
particolarmente rilevanti, diffondendosi su vasta scala. Le fonti spesso fanno ri-
ferimento a piccoli gruppi di combattenti scelti ai quali venivano affidati compiti
di carattere diverso. Dal punto di vista terminologico, gli uomini che andavano a
costituire questi distaccamenti temporanei vengono qualificati dalle fonti con il
termine /ogades o, a partire da Senofonte, epilektoi, ma anche ricorrendo a peri-
frasi piu ampie che fanno riferimento all’aspetto della selezione.

Col passare del tempo, tuttavia, accanto a queste realta dall’esistenza effi-
mera iniziarono a vedere la luce formazioni dal profilo piu definito. Si trattava
sempre di contingenti composti da opliti cittadini la cui esistenza, tuttavia, non si
limitava a un singolo evento. Molte realta statali del mondo greco, soprattutto a
partire dalla seconda meta del V secolo, si dotarono di corpi permanenti d’élite di
fanteria. Significativamente, le fonti continuano a descrivere questi uomini come
logades o epilektoi, una traccia della continuita ideale tra queste realta stabili e
i distaccamenti temporanei. Talvolta, pero, viene preservato quello che sembre-
rebbe essere il nome ufficiale di queste forze d’élite’. Il numero di componenti
di ciascun corpo poteva variare e le fonti testimoniano un intervallo che va da
trecento fino a cinquemila uomini. Dal punto di vista pratico, queste forze militari
permanenti d’¢élite potevano operare in coordinamento con altri contingenti opli-
tici all’interno della falange, ma anche con reparti di cavalleria, con arcieri o fanti
armati alla leggera; potevano inoltre condurre singole azioni o, addirittura, cam-
pagne in isolamento. In buona sostanza, questi corpi d’élite potevano rappresen-
tare un’importante risorsa tattica a disposizione del comandante®. Al contempo
erano una forza in grado di esercitare una profonda influenza, positiva o nefasta,

5 Ad esempio nel IV secolo il Battaglione Sacro tebano o gli Epariti del koinon degli Arca-
di. Sui primi, cfr. James DEVoto, «The Theban Sacred Band», Ancient World, 23, 1992,
pp. 3-19; sui secondi cfr. Alessandro BramBILLA, «Epariti. Il koinon degli Arcadi e i suoi
soldati», Rationes Rerum, 6, 2015, pp. 9-32. Sull’esistenza in Beozia di una formazione
stabile chiamata heniochoi kai parabatai nel V secolo, cfr. Alessandro BRAMBILLA, «Elites
militari in Beozia: la tradizione sugli fjvioxot koi mapapdrawy, Rationes Rerum, 8, 2016,
pp- 11-28. Sulla presenza di formazioni di epilektoi ad Atene, cfr. Lawrence TRITLE, «Epi-
lektoi at Athensy», Ancient History Bulletin, 3, 1989, 54-59. Sui guerrieri d’¢élite della con-
federazione ctolica alla fine del V secolo, cfr. Jacek Rzepka, «The Aetolian Elite Warriors
and Fifth Century Roots of the Hellenistic Confederacy», Akme. Studia Historica, 4, 2009,
pp- 18-19.

6 Cfr. Roel Konunenpuk, Classical Greek Tactics. A Cultural History, Leiden-Boston, Brill,
2018, pp. 178-205.
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sul quadro politico. I membri di questi reparti, peraltro spesso appartenenti a loro
volta a una cerchia sociale ristretta e benestante, avendo la possibilita di trascor-
rere lungo tempo uno a contatto con I’altro, talvolta vivendo anche separati dal
punto di vista fisico dal resto della comunita, finivano per sviluppare un potente
spirito di corpo che, come ¢ stato notato anche dai moderni, costituiva un elemen-
to disgregante e, di conseguenza, una potenziale minaccia nei confronti dell’au-
torita statale’. Tuttavia non ¢ necessario pensare che 1’influenza politica di queste
formazioni sia da considerare un effetto imprevisto dello sviluppo di un esprit de
corps particolarmente pericoloso per lo Stato. In altre parole, il forte legame che
si andava a stabilire fra questi uomini era non solo, o non tanto, una conseguenza
della decisione da parte dello Stato di dotarsi di un corpo scelto, ma un elemento
di cui le autorita erano consce e che tentarono di sfruttare a proprio favore o, per-
lomeno, di contenere per dare una risposta efficace a esigenze immediate®.

Il corpo dei mille Argivi scelti attivo a cavallo fra gli anni 20 e gli anni "10
del V secolo mostra caratteristiche significative, che ne fanno un caso particolar-
mente interessante nel quadro delle forze d’¢élite del mondo greco in eta classica.
Innanzitutto la sua consistenza numerica, mille uomini, rende questi logades la
truppa d’¢élite piu imponente attestata dalle fonti, eccezion fatta gli Epariti del
koinon degli Arcadi’. In secondo luogo la loro vicenda rivela quali rischi poteva

7 Cfr. Giovanna Daverio Rocchr, 1990, pp. 28-31 «Promachoi ed epilektoi: ambivalenza
¢ ambiguita della morte combattendo per la patria», in Marta Soroi (cur.), Dulce et deco-
rum pro patria mori: la morte in combattimento nell antichita, Milano, Vita e Pensiero,
1990, pp. 33-34; Peter HunT., «Military Forces», in Philip SaBiN, Hans van WEEs e Mi-
chael WHITBY (cur.), The Cambridge History of Greek and Roman Warfare, I, Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 2007, p. 145.

8 Faccio cenno qui all’idea espressa da Marcel DETIENNE, «La phalange. Problémes et con-
troversesy, in Jean-Pierre VERNANT (cur.), Problemes de la guerre en Gréce ancienne (a la
mémoire d’André Aymard), Paris-La Haye, Mouton & Co., 1968, pp. 134-135, secondo il
quale la nascita di queste formazioni di “scelti” reintroduceva all’interno della citta greca
un’autentica classe guerriera che si riallacciava al passato stesso della polis greca, finan-
che alle sue stesse origini. Sul rapporto fra gli epilektoi e 1 phylakes platonici, cftr. Victor
Aronso Troncoso e Klaus FreitaG, «Prolegomena zur Erforschung der Bedeutung der Eli-
teeinheiten im archaischen und klassischen Griechenlandy», Gerion, 19, 2001, pp. 217-218.
Sul peculiare rapporto fra gli “scelti” e I’autorita statale, cfr. anche Geneviéve HOFFMANN,
«Les choisis: un ordre dans la cite grecque?», Droit et Cultures 9-10 (1985), p. 18.

9 Sinoti, tuttavia, che contingenti di mille Argivi non sono cosi rari. Hpt. I, 61, 4 € ARISTOT.,
Ath. Pol. 17, 4, riferiscono dell’aiuto portato da un gruppo di mille soldati argivi, che Ero-
doto qualifica come misthotoi ¢ che secondo Aristotele erano comandati da un tal Egesi-
strato, a Pisistrato che cercava di tornare al potere in Atene; cfr. Marco BETTALLI, Merce-



136 NAM Anno 6 (2025), FascicoLo N. 22 Storia MILITARE ANTICA E BizZANTINA (APRILE)

comportare la creazione di una formazione di questo genere per I’assetto politico
vigente, soprattutto quando questo era gia piuttosto fragile. Infine ¢ opportuno
ricordare che i Mille sono il piu antico corpo di soldati scelti per il quale le fonti
attestano chiaramente un mantenimento a spese pubbliche e un addestramento
curato dallo stato.

1l contesto storico

All’indomani delle guerre persiane, che videro Argo non prendere parte agli
scontri e finire per essere sospettata di avere intavolato trattative segrete con
Serse'?, la citta si trovo in una posizione isolata rispetto ai tentativi d’intesa fra
Sparta e Atene. Dal punto di vista politico, intorno al 470 si era ormai compiuto
il processo di democratizzazione; nel frattempo la citta era riuscita a unificare
nuovamente sotto il suo controllo la pianura circostante ed era entrata a fare parte
di una vasta alleanza peloponnesiaca antispartana ispirata forse da Temistocle,
allora in esilio proprio in quel luogo. Questa coalizione, tuttavia, era assai fragile
e Argo, come spesso accadde nella sua storia, si dimostro incapace di mantenere
I’iniziativa''. A seguito dell’alleanza con Atene e i Tessali del 462/1, la citta riusci
a rilanciarsi nel quadro politico panellenico come elemento catalizzatore delle
forze anti-spartane nel Peloponneso'. Ancora una volta, pero, I’alleanza non si
dimostro all’altezza del compito e nel 451 Atene concluse una tregua quinquen-
nale con Sparta, il che portdo Argo a fare lo stesso, ma su base trentennale'®. Nel

nari. Il mestiere delle armi nel mondo greco antico: eta arcaica e classica, Roma, Carocci
Editore, 2013, p. 43. Inoltre Hpt VI, 92, parla di un corpo di circa mille volontari argivi
che nel 490 aiutarono gli Egineti nella guerra contro Atene; dal momento che, dal punto di
vista formale, Argo aveva rifiutato di aiutare Egina, ¢ stata suggerita, pur con tutte le cau-
tele, la possibilita che essi fossero di orientamento antidemocratico; cfr. Cinzia BEArRzoT,
«Argo nel V secolo: ambizioni egemoniche, crisi interne, condizionamenti esterni», in C.
Bearzot e Franca Lanpucct (cur.), Argo. Una democrazia diversa, Milano, Vita e pensie-
ro 2006, pp. 113-114.

10 Hor. VII, 148-152; Pietro VaniceLLl, «Eraclidi e Perseidi: aspetti del conflitto tra Sparta
e Argo nel 5° sec. a.C.», in Paola ANGELI BERNARDINI (cur.), La citta di Argo: mito, storia,
tradizioni poetiche, Atti del convegno internazionale (Urbino, 13-15 giugno 2002), Edi-
zioni dell’ Ateneo, Roma, 2004, pp. 279-294.

11 BEearzor, cit., pp. 117-118.

12 Su quest’alleanza, cfr. Luigi PicciriLLi, 1973, «Su alcune alleanze fra poleis. Atene, Argo e
i Tessali - Atene ¢ Megara - Sparta ¢ Megaray», Annali della Scuola Normale Superiore di
Pisa, 3, 3, 1973, pp. 717-725.

13 Thuc. V, 14, 4; Staatsvertrige 144; Richard ToMLINSON, Argos and the Argolid, from the
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446/5 anche Atene concluse una tregua trentennale con la storica rivale pelo-
ponnesiaca, mentre Argo, per non rimanere isolata, pur non prendendo parte al
trattato volle ribadire la propria amicizia con gli Ateniesi'®. Segui un periodo di
equilibrio interno e internazionale che diede modo alla citta di rifiorire.

Allo scoppio delle ostilita fra Atene, Sparta e i rispettivi alleati nel 431, Argo
mantenne una posizione di neutralita, non schierandosi con gli Spartani', pur
non rinunciando ad alcuni comportamenti ambigui nei confronti degli Ateniesi,
che sono stati interpretati dai moderni come il segnale di un’inquietudine politica
interna alla stessa Argo'®. La conclusione della pace di Nicia diede corpo, da un
lato, a una fragile e temporanea intesa fra le due grandi potenze in lotta, dall’al-
tro generd non poca insoddisfazione e una certa preoccupazione negli alleati di
Sparta, soprattutto i Beoti, i Megaresi, i Corinzi e gli Elei'”. Contestualmente era
giunta a scadenza la tregua trentennale fra Argivi e Spartani stipulata nel 451,
con i primi che gia da qualche tempo avevano manifestato forti dubbi in merito
al rinnovo'®. Essi, preoccupati dall’accordo fra le due contendenti e sostenuti dai
Corinzi, presero 1’iniziativa, divenendo per un breve lasso di tempo [’ago della
bilancia nella politica internazionale. Gia prima della conclusione della pace di

End of the Bronze Age to the Roman Occupation, London, Routledge, 1972, pp. 114-115.

14 Paus. V, 23, 4; cfr. BEarzor, cit., pp. 120-121.

15 Tauc. 11,9, 2; Diop. XII, 42, 4; ARISTOPH., Pax 475. Sulla neutralita argiva e sui conseguen-
ti benefici per la condizione economica di Argo, cfr. anche Truc. II, 28, 2; Diopb. XII, 75,
6; Thomas KELLy, «Argive Foreign Policy in the Fifth Century B.C.», Clas