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Abstract
Society 5.0 envisions a transformative future by seamlessly integrating cutting-edge technologies into the 
fabric of society, fostering a human-centric, sustainable, and intelligent ecosystem. This position paper 
explores the pivotal role of Health 4.0 as a key enabler of Society 5.0. Health 4.0, an amalgamation of AI, 
robotics, IoT, and big data analytics, revolutionizes healthcare delivery. Telemedicine, precision medicine, 
preventive medicine, and regenerative medicine applications are examined, highlighting their contribution 
to a proactive, personalized, and accessible healthcare landscape. The paper addresses challenges, proposes 
strategies, and outlines future directions for Health 4.0, emphasising its potential to revolutionise healthcare 
and advance the vision of Society 5.0.
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1. �Navigating Society 5.0: A 
Visionary Journey

T he concept of 
Society 5.0 was 
introduced by the 

Japanese government in 2016 
and materialized as a visionary 
blueprint for the future. This 
ground-breaking initiative 
advocates for a more effective 
integration of cutting-edge 
technologies, particularly arti-

ficial intelligence, into the very 
fabric of our societal frame-
work [1].

Rooted in the tangible 
manifestations of the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (4IR), 
Society 5.0 was first unveiled 
by the Japanese Government’s 
Cabinet Office’s Council for 
Science, Technology, and In-
novation. This revelation oc-
curred within the context of 
the 5th Science and Technology 

Basic Plan, as articulated by 
the late Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe in 2019 [2] [3].

At its core, this approach 
envisions a human-centric so-
ciety that seamlessly harmoniz-
es economic progress with the 
resolution of societal challeng-
es through the integration of 
cyberspace and physical space, 
now defined in the scientific 
literature as “cyber-physical 
systems” [4].
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The overarching goal of 
Society 5.0 is to empower 
every individual within our 
society to lead a life that is 
safe, secure, comfortable, 
and healthy. Simultaneously, 
it aspires to allow individu-
als to manifest their desired 
lifestyle. This transformative 
social endeavour seeks to 
establish a progressive soci-
ety transcending the current 
sense of stagnation, foster-
ing mutual respect, breaking 
generational boundaries, and 
enabling everyone to lead an 
active and fulfilling life.

Historical Framework

The genesis of Society 5.0 
stems from the ambition to 
craft a fifth societal paradigm 
by optimising digital trans-
formation. This evolutionary 
journey traces through four 
societal stages, each character-
ised by increasingly complex 
socio-economic models:

1.	 Society 1.0 (Subsistence Econ-
omy): in Society 1.0, hu-
manity’s foundation rested 
on hunting and gathering, 
addressing basic needs for 
food and shelter. This egal-
itarian stage, existing for 
most of our evolutionary 
history, displayed profound 

adaptability to the natural 
environment but was lim-
ited by technological con-
straints.

2.	 Society 2.0 (Surplus Economy): 
Society 2.0 shifted to farm-
ing and breeding, enabling 
surplus production and 
allowing the accumulation 
of resources. The availability 
of more food than necessary 
led to the creation of spe-
cialized professions such as 
crafts and trade, with the 
related circulation of mod-
els and ideas. At the same 
time, however, the storage 
of resources and the need to 
defend them required the 
creation of armies managed 
by centralized powers and 
led to the emergence of so-
cial classes and inequalities.

3.	 Society 3.0 (Industrial Econ-
omy): Society 3.0 marked a 
transition to industrializa-
tion, leveraging technology 
across various fields. Factories 
and machinery transformed 
economies, leading to urban-
ization and further special-
ization. The surplus economy 
exploded, sustaining larger 
populations but introducing 
new challenges like environ-
mental exploitation.

4.	 Society 4.0 (Information Econ-
omy): the advent of Society 
4.0 ushered in an informa-

tion-centric era. Here, the 
significance of informa-
tion and communication 
technologies progressively 
shifted the focus from goods 
to data and is profoundly 
reshaping societies. Personal 
computers, the Internet, 
smartphones, and other 
technological advancements, 
such as artificial intelligence 
(AI), automation, and ro-
bots became catalysts for in-
dustrial and societal innova-
tion, transforming lifestyles 
and work dynamics.

Society 5.0 for SDGs

Japan’s National Insti-
tute of Advanced Industri-
al Science and Technology 
identified six fundamental 
technologies crucial for realiz-
ing Society 5.0. These include 
enhancing human capabilities 
within Cyber-Physical Sys-
tems, AI hardware technology, 
self-developing security tech-
nology for AI applications, 
efficient network technology, 
next-generation manufactur-
ing system technology, and 
measurement technology 
tailored for digital manufac-
turing processes. Additionally, 
the Japan Business Federation 
(Keidanren) aligned “Society 
5.0 for SDGs” with the United 
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Nations’ Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals, underscoring 
the compatibility between 
Society 5.0 and the SDGs [5]. 
This convergence represents a 
crucial stride towards a future 
where technology seamless-
ly intertwines with societal 
needs and global sustainability 
objectives.

2. �Health 4.0: Digital Tech-
nologies for Patient-Cen-
tric Healthcare

At the core of progressive 
healthcare practices lies the 
integration of the Health 4.0 
framework, leveraging digital 
technologies to reshape the 
landscape of medical care. 
Within this paradigm, pre-
cision medicine emerges as a 
cornerstone, tailoring inter-
ventions to individual patients 
and advancing the efficiency 
and precision of healthcare de-
livery. This marks a significant 
leap forward in the evolution 
of healthcare systems, tran-
scending traditional approach-
es [6].

Integrating P4 Medicine, Sys-
tems Medicine, and Inclusive 
Medicine

Guided by the principles 
of P4 medicine (predict, pre-
vent, personalize, and partic-

ipate), systems medicine, and 
inclusive medicine, Health 
4.0 represents a fundamental 
transformation in healthcare. 
Embracing holism, Health 4.0 
conscientiously evaluates all 
aspects of an individual’s life, 
integrating non-linear and 
multidimensional information 
to develop personalized treat-
ment modalities. This com-
prehensive perspective aims to 
catalyse a paradigm shift, of-
fering tailored, patient-centric 
interventions that consider the 
intricate interplay of diverse 
determinants shaping an indi-
vidual’s health and well-being 
[7].

In this work, P4 Medicine 
is augmented through the 
strategic integration of two 
pivotal dimensions: “perva-
siveness” and “persistence”, 
“Pervasiveness” strategically 
embeds healthcare technol-
ogies into daily routines, 
amplifying their reach and 
accessibility. This integration 
enhances the penetration and 
outreach of healthcare services, 
capitalizing on digital tools 
and extensive datasets to yield 
valuable insights into well-be-
ing. By intertwining healthcare 
technologies with everyday 
life, individuals experience 
continuous health monitor-
ing, leading to a proactive and 

informed approach to manag-
ing their health. Conversely, 
“persistence” underscores the 
imperative of sustained and 
ongoing healthcare interven-
tion and monitoring, empow-
ering individuals to perpetually 
maintain and enhance their 
health. Harmonizing “perva-
siveness” and “persistence”, the 
P4 evolves into a P6 model and 
achieves a dynamic framework 
that, encapsulating predictive, 
preventive, personalized, and 
participatory facets, ensures 
seamless integration into daily 
life with an unwavering focus 
on long-term well-being.

Key Enabling Technologies of 
Health 4.0: A Symphony of 
Innovations

Achieving Health 4.0, 
the next stage in healthcare 
transformation, requires the 
seamless integration of a range 
of cutting-edge technologies, 
working in concert to revo-
lutionize healthcare delivery. 
These technologies form a 
technological symphony, where 
different components work in 
harmony to enhance healthcare 
delivery.

At the heart of this trans-
formation lies Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI), a linchpin that 
revolutionizes diagnostics 



50  UGHJ – UniCamillus Global Health Journal 5 | December 2023

50  Oleg Missikoff

with unparalleled accuracy. 
AI not only refines treatment 
plans based on individual pa-
tient profiles but also acts as a 
hinge in the assimilation and 
interpretation of vast health 
datasets. This, in turn, lays the 
groundwork for personalized 
and targeted healthcare inter-
ventions.

Complementing AI, Digital 
Twins leverage the Internet of 
Things (IoT), seamlessly weav-
ing healthcare into a network 
of interconnected devices, 
creating a dynamic ecosystem. 
Medical IoT sensors and wear-
able devices collect a wealth of 
health data in real-time. This 
massive dataset, enriched with 
insights from AI, forms the 
backbone of informed deci-
sion-making, allowing for pro-
active healthcare management 
and early intervention [8].

The significance of big data 
analytics takes centre stage 
in Health 4.0, transforming 
healthcare into an informa-
tion-driven domain. Analysing 
patterns, predicting outcomes, 
and refining treatment strat-
egies become more than the-
oretical possibilities – they 
become practical tools for 
both individual patient care 
and broader population health 
management. Big data analyt-
ics becomes the compass guid-

ing healthcare professionals 
toward evidence-based practic-
es and more efficient resource 
allocation.

Finally, robotics emerges 
as a cornerstone, fundamen-
tally altering the landscape of 
healthcare procedures. From 
surgical precision to person-
alized rehabilitation and ev-
eryday patient care, robotics 
introduces a paradigm shift. 
Its influence extends beyond 
the operating room, enhancing 
the quality and efficiency of 
healthcare services, and prom-
ising a future where precision 
and automation coalesce for 
optimal patient outcomes.

From the writer’s per-
spective, achieving Health 
4.0 extends beyond the mere 
convergence of technologies; 
it involves the orchestration 
of Digital Twins, empowered 
by Medical IoT sensors and 
wearable devices, to collect 
comprehensive health data. 
This wealth of information is 
then harnessed by Large Lan-
guage Models (LLMs) capable 
of sophisticated analysis and 
integration, creating meaning-
ful insights. Finally, these in-
sights are fed into AI-powered 
Personal Telehealth Assistants 
(PTA). These PTAs, equipped 
with the ability to commu-
nicate with various stake-

holders – patients, healthcare 
workers, and service providers 
like the National Health Ser-
vice – bridge the gap between 
technology and human touch, 
ensuring a more connected, 
responsive, and personalized 
healthcare delivery.

The amalgamation of these 
technologies encapsulates 
the essence of Health 4.0 – a 
transformative journey toward 
a holistic, data-driven, and 
interconnected healthcare eco-
system.

3. �Applications of Health 
4.0 in Society 5.0: Shap-
ing a Proactive and Per-
sonalized Future

As Society 5.0 envisions 
a seamlessly integrated tech-
nology fabric, Health 4.0 
emerges as a transformative 
force, reshaping healthcare 
delivery and steering us to-
wards a healthier and more 
interconnected society. The 
convergence of cutting-edge 
technologies, such as artificial 
intelligence, robotics, the In-
ternet of Things, and big data 
analytics, has transformed 
healthcare into a proactive ap-
proach, enabling early detec-
tion, personalized treatment, 
and continuous monitoring.

Telemedicine, a hallmark 
of Health 4.0, stands as a tes-
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tament to this transformation. 
It has broadened healthcare 
access for underserved popu-
lations and individuals with 
limited mobility. Through 
remote consultations facili-
tated by video conferencing 
and 24/7 assistance through 
PTAs, real-time medical care 
is now accessible, bridging 
geographical gaps and ensuring 
that quality healthcare reaches 
everyone, regardless of their lo-
cation. This democratization of 
healthcare dismantles barriers 
imposed by distance or physi-
cal limitations.

Precision medicine, another 
cornerstone of Health 4.0, revo-
lutionizes treatment approach-
es by tailoring interventions 
based on individual genetic and 
unique characteristics. Ana-
lysing extensive patient data, 
AI-powered algorithms revolu-
tionize treatment approaches 
by identifying patterns and pre-
dicting disease risks, paving the 
way for personalized treatment 
plans that optimize efficacy 
and minimize side effects. This 
approach has the potential to 
revolutionize e.g. cancer treat-
ment, offering targeted thera-
pies tailored to specific genetic 
mutations, thereby enhancing 
success rates.

Preventive medicine, an 
integral part of Health 4.0, 

emphasizes early detection and 
lifestyle interventions to miti-
gate the prevalence of chronic 
diseases. AI-powered diagnos-
tic tools and wearable devices 
that monitor vital signs enable 
early identification of potential 
health risks, facilitating timely 
intervention and preventing 
the progression to more severe 
conditions. Simultaneously, 
personalized lifestyle recom-
mendations, guided by genetic 
and behavioural data, empower 
individuals to adopt healthier 
habits, reducing the overall 
risk of chronic diseases and 
promoting holistic well-being.

Regenerative medicine, a 
promising field within Health 
4.0, holds the promise of re-
pairing damaged tissues and 
organs, heralding a new era in 
healthcare. Stem cell therapies, 
gene editing techniques, and 
advanced bioprinting tech-
nologies offer the potential 
to regenerate organs like the 
heart, liver, and kidneys, as 
well as repair damaged tissues 
such as cartilage and bone. This 
groundbreaking approach of-
fers hope for individuals with 
chronic conditions and those 
suffering from debilitating 
injuries, promising not just 
treatment but restoration of 
function and improvement in 
quality of life.

In summary, Health 4.0 
stands as a pivotal enabler 
of Society 5.0, ushering in a 
healthcare era where individ-
uals are empowered to take 
control of their well-being. 
Telemedicine extends access, 
precision medicine personaliz-
es treatments, preventive med-
icine fosters well-being, and re-
generative medicine offers the 
promise of restoring damaged 
tissues and organs. Together, 
these advancements weave a 
future where healthcare is pro-
active, personalized, and acces-
sible to all, aligning with the 
vision of Society 5.0 – a more 
harmonious, sustainable, and 
interconnected society [9].

4. �Challenges and Future 
Directions

As we venture into the un-
charted territories of Health 
4.0, navigating the path to-
wards an interconnected and 
harmonious Society 5.0, it is 
imperative to recognize the 
challenges that accompany 
this technological revolu-
tion. While Health 4.0 holds 
immense promise for trans-
forming healthcare delivery, 
we must address the inherent 
challenges that arise from the 
integration of cutting-edge 
technologies into the delicate 
fabric of human health.
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a skilled workforce is essential. 
The seamless integration of 
advanced technologies requires 
professionals equipped with 
the expertise and knowledge 
to harness the full potential of 
AI, Digital Twins, data analyt-
ics, and robotics. Investing in 
continuing education programs 
becomes a strategic imperative, 
cultivating a cadre of health-
care professionals capable of 
taking advantage of the latest 
technological advances. This 
investment in human capital 
ensures that Health 4.0 reaps 
its transformative potential, 
delivering high-quality, tech-
nology-driven healthcare to 
individuals across diverse land-
scapes.

As we peer into the future, 
the trajectory of Health 4.0 
unfolds with promise and 
potential. Advancements in 
AI capabilities stand at the 
forefront, with the prospect of 
even more sophisticated algo-
rithms that enhance diagnos-
tic accuracy, treatment per-
sonalisation, and predictive 
capabilities. Developments 
in Medical IoT and wearable 
devices take a quantum leap, 
evolving beyond monitoring 
to active intervention, ush-
ering in an era where per-

sonalized health guidance is 
seamlessly interwoven into 
daily life. The integration of 
virtual reality (VR) and aug-
mented reality (AR) promises 
to inject a new dimension into 
healthcare delivery, offering 
immersive experiences for 
medical training, patient ed-
ucation, and even therapeutic 
interventions.

In conclusion, as we nav-
igate the challenges and gaze 
into the future horizons of 
Health 4.0, its pivotal role in 
enabling Society 5.0 becomes 
even more pronounced. By 
addressing challenges through 
stringent data security mea-
sures, ethical considerations, 
and continuous training ini-
tiatives, we fortify the foun-
dations of this transformative 
healthcare paradigm. Health 
4.0, with its ever-evolving land-
scape, becomes a beacon of rev-
olution in healthcare delivery, 
promising a society that is not 
just smarter but healthier, sus-
tainable, egalitarian and deeply 
interconnected. In the sympho-
ny of societal evolution, Health 
4.0 strikes a harmonious chord, 
contributing to the realisation 
of a future where well-being is 
a shared and attainable aspira-
tion for all. 

At the forefront of these 
challenges stands the delicate 
balance between harnessing 
the power of data and safe-
guarding individual privacy. 
Health data, a treasure trove 
of insights into our well-being, 
must be protected with the 
utmost vigilance. Health 4.0 
necessitates the establishment 
of a robust framework of data 
security protocols, ensuring 
that this invaluable informa-
tion remains confidential and 
protected from unauthorized 
access, such as the EU General 
Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) and the recently pub-
lished AI Act [10].

Ethical considerations 
loom large, demanding 
thoughtful consideration as 
we navigate the transforma-
tive landscape of Health 4.0. 
As we unlock new frontiers in 
healthcare through AI, robot-
ics, and data analytics, ethical 
frameworks must evolve in 
tandem. The responsible use 
of technology mandates a 
conscientious approach that 
prioritizes the well-being of 
individuals, upholding the 
values of equity, justice, and 
human dignity.

To fully realize the transfor-
mative potential of Health 4.0, 
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