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Abstract: The debate presented in this article was born as an on-
tological problem, stimulated by some passages from Porphyry’s 
Isagoge, and was transformed, at the end of the 13th century, into 
a triple problem of a cognitive, semantic and ontological nature, 
thanks to the contribution of the last of the great Parisian mas-
ters of arts, Radulphus Brito. In what follows, we will first try 
to provide an overview of the questions in which this problem 
was discussed in the commentaries on Porphyry; second, to show 
how the terms of the question changed with Radulphus Brito, 
compared to Simon of Faversham; and finally how the positions 
of Radulphus Brito were discussed by some of his immediate suc-
cessors, such as Bartholomew of Bruges and (probably) the Anon-
ymous of Leipzig.
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