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Legged Squad Support System robot prototype, 2021, DARPA image.
Tactical Technology Office, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency,
U.S. Department of Defense, 2012 (wikipedia commons)
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Bitter Peleliu
The Forgotten Struggle on the Pacific war’s worst battlefield
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here is a mass of literature at present adopting the ‘face of battle’

I perspective, and such works, generally books rather than articles,
dominate attention. That is understandable, while much of the literature

is not only vivid but also instructive in what it tells us about the nature of combat.
Yet this literature can also be limited, notably both repetitive in its content
and ‘lessons’ and also apt to downplay questions of strategic and operational
significance, and to simplify explanations of success. In addition, accessibility,
archives, and language issues, ensure that history of this type is often repetitive:
the same battles and the same, or similar, accounts. Thus, we have more for the

Pacific War of 1941-5 than the Sino-Japanese War of 1937-45.

This history by repetition means that only a few of such books are worthy

of attention. Among British writers, I find Saul David and James Holland worth
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reading, but Anthony Beevor and Max Hastings overrated. Among American
works I have recently been impressed by Joseph Wheelan’s Bitter Peleliu.
Wheelan, to a degree, is reprising his 2020 Okinawa study, while what he
says over Peleliu will not surprise experts. The idea that the struggle has been
underrated is not credible. But Wheelan is good on the nature of the combat,
the experiences of the combatants, the intractability of the task and American
intelligence failures. These were not only a matter of the situation prior to the
landing but also during the initial fighting, notably repeated attacks on the ridges.
Serious command faults are discerned, notably on the part of General William
Rupertus. The lessons had to be relearned on Iwo Jima. Admiral Halsey argued
that he was correct to have feared another Tarawa. A worthwhile book made more
attractive by not being over-long.

JEREMY BLACK



650 Officers and Enlisted Men of Auxiliary Remount Depot N° 326 Camp Cody, N. M., In
a Symbolic Head Pose of “The Devil”, Saddle Horse ridden by Maj. Frank Brewer, remount
commander / Photo by Almeron Newman, Rear 115 N. Gold Ave., Deming, N.M..(1919)
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA



Storia Militare Contemporanea

¢ Oltre Enrico Rocchi. Cultura e
storiografia dell architettura militare
per il xx secolo,

di PiErR0 CIMBOLLI SPAGNESI

o [’Affaire Ullmo. La trahison de ['officier
de marine Ullmo en 1908. Comme un écho
deforme
de I’Affaire Dreyfus,

Par BERNARD HAUTECLOCQUE

o The Battle of the Lys.
The Uncovered History,
by JEsSE PyLEs

* The Goennert Plot: An Attempted
Entente-Sponsored Coup
in Austro-Hungarian Tianjin
and Shanghai in 1917,

par MatHIEU GOTTELAND

¢ Le Potenze vincitrici e il controllo del
commercio di armi nei primi anni Venti. [
limiti della cooperazione internazionale,
di Lorenzo Fasrizi

Articoli / Articles

o La citta militare di Roma a
La Cecchignola e i piani per la
crescita industriale della Capitale
nella prima meta del XX secolo,
di CRISTINA VENTRELLI

o The Shanghai Incident (1932).
An Analysis Based on
Some New Italian Sources,
by Rocco Maria CoLonna

* De la calle a la trinchera.

El frente como escenario de lealtad
y compromiso de la Guardia Civil
en la Guerra Civil Espaiiola,
por Javier CErvEra GIL

o World War Two and Artillery,
by JErEMY Brack

o Africa Settentrionale 1940-1941.
Una rilettura della guerra
nel deserto tra Jomini e Boyd,
di BasiLio Di MarTINO

* German Plans for an Invasion of Sweden
in 1943: A Serious Endeavour?,
by Paoro Pozzato and MARTIN SAMUELS

e Le navi bianche. L evacuazione dei civili
italiani dall’Africa Orientale,
di DEcio ZoRINI

* SOSUS. I sistemi americani di
sorveglianza idroacustica sottomarina svi-
luppati durante la guerra fredda,

di Mario Romeo

o [nsurgencia y contrainsurgencia:
la guerra de guerrillas de los cristeros y
la estrategia para combatirla usada por el

ejercito mexicano (1926-1929),
por JuaN GoNzALEzZ MORFIN

o Tre lenti sul conflitto religioso
messicano. Lo sguardo del British Foreign
Office, de La Civilta Cattolica
e del mondo cattolico belga,

di Feperico Ssia

Studi e Documenti

* Operazioni aviotrasportate in Sicilia.
Genesi ed effetti,

di CARMELO BUrGIO

¢ [] codice etico delle Forze Armate russe
nella guerra moderna e contemporanea,
di NicoLA CRISTADORO

* Battlefield Tour e Staff Ride. Concetto,
Organizzazione e Condotta- Guida allo
studio professionale delle operazioni
militari, di Luat P. ScoLLo

Recensioni / Reviews

o JERemY BLACK, Land Warfare
Since 1860

(di MarTEO MaAZZIOTTI)

* MicHAEL M. OLSANSKY,
Militirisches Denken
in der Schweiz im 20.

Jahrhundert

(di Grovannt Punzo)

o FaBio M, Le Regole
della Guerra.
(di MarTEO MAZZIOTTI)

 HENRI ORTHOLAN, L armee
austro-hongroise 1867-1918
(par TotH FERENC)

* GERHARD ARTL Ortigara 1917.
(di PaoLo Pozzato)

¢ FiLippo CAPPELLANO,
Dalla parte di Cadorna.
(di PaoLo Pozzato)

© MICHAEL EPKENHANS ET AL.,
Geheimdienst und Propaganda
im Ersten Weltkrieg.
(di Grovannt Punzo)

* RicHARD VAN EMDEN, Boy
Soldiers of the Great War
(by RoBERT KAROLY SzABO)

 Lixo MarTINI, Cronaca di un
dissenso. (di Mario CARINI)

¢ ALBERTO MONTEVERDE, PAOLO
Pozzaro, Camillo Bellieni
ed Emilio Lussu.
(di VIRGILIO [LARI)

» MassiMo Gusso, Italia e
Giappone (1934-52)

o JamEs Parris, The Astrologer:

How British Intelligence Plot-
ted to Read Hitler s Mind
(di Giovanni Punzo)

o JoserH WHEELAN, Bitter
Peleliu. (by Jeremy BLack)

» Maurizio Lo RE, 1] settimo
mare (di MARIO CONCIATORI)

* THomAS VOGEL, Der Zweite
Weltkrieg in Italien 1943-45
(by PascaL OswALD)

* PaoLo Pozzato - FRANCESCO
TessaroLo, Guerriglia e
controguerriglia tedesca

(di GASTONE BrEccia)

o Joun Norris, The Military
History of the Bicycle:
(di Riccardo CappELLI)

¢ Luict ScoLro, Le Mitragliatrici

dell’Esercito Italiano.
(di VirGILIO [LARI)

* CaRMELO Buraio, I ragazzi

del Tuscania. (di PaoLo Pozzato)

o ALEssanDRro CEcl (cur.),
Afghanistan
(di VirgiLIO ILARI)

* La Cina e il Mondo.
(di ELEONORA ZIMET)

* BasiLio Di MarTINO, La Regia
Aeronautica nel Dodecaneso
(di VINcENZO GRIENTI)

* VINCENZO GRIENTI ET AL.,
In Volo per la Vita

* RoBERTO CHIARVETTO € MICHELE
SOFFIANTINI, 4 sud del Tropico
del Cancro. (di V. Grienti)

¢ SYLVAIN CHANTAL, Turco

* THomas BocrarDpT, Covert
Legions: (di TLya D’ ANTonIo)

o Storia dell intelligence,
rassegna bibliografica
(a cura di GIuseppE PiL1)





