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Empatia e solipsismo
Il problema dell’alter ego ne “L’essere e il nulla”

Alessandra Bocchetti
Università degli Studi di Napoli “Federico II”

Abstract: This article focuses on Sartre’s critique of theories of em-
pathy in the third section of Being and Nothingness, in which the dif-
ficult issue of the existence of other selves is addressed. For Sartre, 
these theories appear inevitably destined to fail because they are too 
closely linked to an epistemological perspective in which the exis-
tence of the other remains as probable as the knowledge we have of 
them. This makes it necessary to reconfigure the relationship with 
otherness, shifting it from the plane of knowledge to the plane of 
existence. However, the Sartrian approach also has to deal with the 
problem of solipsism, which returns to the level of praxis, hindering 
the foundation of an authentic intersubjective relation.
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