" (} e

ANTOLOGIA

RIVISTA INTERDISCIPLINARE DELLA SOCIETA ITALIANA DI STORIA MILITARE

N.3
2022
Fascicolo Speciale 1. Luglio 2022
Venetian-Ottoman Wars

EDITED BY STATHIS BIRTACHAS

O%/mé[d @/(Z(Z/L.CI/%/([/ i @%07@@ Oﬂé/{la/%e



Direttore scientifico Virgilio Ilari
Vicedirettore scientifico Giovanni Brizzi
Direttore responsabile Gregory Claude Alegi
Redazione Viviana Castelli

Consiglio Scientifico. Presidente: Massimo De Leonardis.

Membri stranieri: Christopher Bassford, Floribert Baudet, Stathis Birthacas, Jeremy
Martin Black, Loretana de Libero, Magdalena de Pazzis Pi Corrales, Gregory Hanlon,
John Hattendorf, Yann Le Bohec, Aleksei Nikolaevi¢ Lobin, Prof. Armando Marques
Guedes, Prof. Dennis Showalter (7). Membri italiani: Livio Antonielli, Marco Bettalli,
Antonello Folco Biagini, Aldino Bondesan, Franco Cardini, Piero Cimbolli Spagnesi,
Piero del Negro, Giuseppe De Vergottini, Carlo Galli, Marco Gemignani, Roberta Ivaldi,
Nicola Labanca, Luigi Loreto, Gian Enrico Rusconi, Carla Sodini, Donato Tamblé¢,

Comitato consultivo sulle scienze militari e gli studi di strategia, intelligence e geopolitica:
Lucio Caracciolo, Flavio Carbone, Basilio Di Martino, Antulio Joseph Echevarria II,
Carlo Jean, Gianfranco Linzi, Edward N. Luttwak, Matteo Paesano, Ferdinando Sanfelice
di Monteforte.

Consulenti di aree scientifiche interdisciplinari: Donato Tamblé (Archival Sciences),
Piero Cimbolli Spagnesi (Architecture and Engineering), Immacolata Eramo (Philology
of Military Treatises), Simonetta Conti (Historical Geo-Cartography), Lucio Caracciolo
(Geopolitics), Jeremy Martin Black (Global Military History), Elisabetta Fiocchi
Malaspina (History of International Law of War), Gianfranco Linzi (Intelligence),
Elena Franchi (Memory Studies and Anthropology of Conflicts), Virgilio Ilari (Military
Bibliography), Luigi Loreto (Military Historiography), Basilio Di Martino (Military
Technology and Air Studies), John Brewster Hattendorf (Naval History and Maritime
Studies), Elina Gugliuzzo (Public History), Vincenzo Lavenia (War and Religion),
Angela Teja (War and Sport), Stefano Pisu (War Cinema), Giuseppe Della Torre (War
Economics).

Nuova Antologia Militare

Rivista interdisciplinare della Societa Italiana di Storia Militare

Periodico telematico open-access annuale (www.nam-sism.org)
Registrazione del Tribunale Ordinario di Roma n. 06 del 30 Gennaio 2020

©

Direzione, Via Bosco degli Arvali 24, 00148 Roma

Contatti: direzione@nam-sigm.org ; virgilio.ilari@gmail.com
©Authors hold the copyright of their own articles.

For the Journal: © Societa Italiana di Storia Militare
(www.societaitalianastoriamilitare@org)

Grafica: Nadir Media Srl - Via Giuseppe Veronese, 22 - 00146 Roma
info@nadirmedia.it

Gruppo Editoriale Tab Srl -Viale Manzoni 24/c - 00185 Roma
www.tabedizioni.it

ISSN: 2704-9795

ISBN Fascicolo 978-88-9295-532-5



I~ (} e

ANTOLOGIA

RIVISTA INTERDISCIPLINARE DELLA SOCIETA ITALIANA DI STORIA MILITARE

N.3
2022
Fascicolo Speciale 1. Luglio 2022
Venetian-Ottoman Wars

EDITED BY STATHIS BIRTACHAS

O%/cw[c}/ Cﬁa/@d%w i @%La%m @%@/&[a/%e



On the cover: lantern of an Ottoman galley captured at Lepanto.
Venice, Armory rooms of the Council of Ten at the Doge’s Palace.
Topwar.ru website of Vjaceslav Spakovsky.



Venice and the Ottoman Empire as warriors. Source: [Roger PALMER, Earl of
Castlemaine], Das von den Tiircken auffs dusserst bedrangte, aber: Durch die
christliche Waffen der heroischen Republic Venedig auffs tapfferst beschiitzte Candia
[...], Frankfurt, Wilhelm Serlin, 1669.



“Oltremarini” (Overseas) Regiments in Venetian service, nicknamed ‘Schiavoni’
(Vinkhujzen Collection, NYPL)
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The Greeks and the Secret War

among Venice, Spain and the Ottoman Empire:
the Plans for the Occupation of Nafplio

on the Eve of the Fourth Venetian—Ottoman War (1570-1573)

by Kostas G. TSIKNAKIS"™

ABsTRACT: The occupation of Nafplio by the Ottomans during the Third Venetian—
Ottoman War (1537-1540), intercepted a long period of Venetian rule over the
city. In the next few years, the reconquest of the city remained among the prime
goals of the Venetian policy. Discussions were intensified on the eve of the Fourth
Venetian—Ottoman War (1570-1573). Secret agents from both the Venetian and
Spanish sides, who toured the Ottoman-occupied Greek territory, collected de-
tailed information about the state of the fortress so as to seek ways for its siege and
occupation. Such a possibility, as planned, would trigger general developments
and would result in the release of the entire Peloponnese. During the War, how-
ever, the forces of the Christian fleet undertook no serious attack against Nafplio.
This negative development was due to disputes arisen in the meantime between
Venice and Spain concerning their presence in the East.

KEYWORDS: VENETIAN STATO DA MAR, NAFPLIO, PELOPONNESE, OTTOMAN—VENETIAN
WARS, SPAIN, SECRET AGENTS, 16TH CENTURY.

n the first decades of the 16th century, the Peloponnese became an area
of conflict among the three potent political forces of the city. The gradual
Ottoman penetration in the Peloponnesian peninsula had severely restricted

the movements of the Venetians, who had lost most of their footholds in the area.

ok

For more on this, see my article, «To Navmio kot to oy€do KOTAANYNG TOV GTIG To-
papovég Tov Tétaptov Bevetotovpikikov [ToAépov (1570-1573)», Novrhioxd Avalexro 9
(2017): Eftychia D. Liata (Ed.), Ty¢ Beveriag v’ Avarii. 300 ypovia axo to té1.0¢ uiag exoyng
1715-2015. Emotnuoviké Zourooio. Navmiio, 9—11 Oxtwppiov 2015. Ipaxtixa, Nafplio,
Municipality of Nafplion — Cultural Foundation “Toannis Kapodistrias”, 2017, pp. 155-175,
390 Figs. 1-2. My heartfelt thanks to Sandy Kouretzi for editing the English text.
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Now the two rivals were joined by Spain, which, since establishing a consulate
in Corfu in 1515," had started showing interest in the Greek territory, particularly
discussing the possibility of campaigning against the Peloponnese. Charles V of
Spain’s late interest in the peninsula, as it later emerged, served other ends. His
main goal was to create a diversion intended to split up the Ottoman forces at-
tacking Vienna, to disrupt the maritime connection between Constantinople and
Algiers, and establish permanent bases in the eastern Mediterranean.?

The conflict among the three forces reached a peak during the Third Venetian—
Ottoman War (1537-1540).° In the summer of 1540, when the continuation of
combat operations seemed impossible, the Venetians made contact with the
Ottomans and accepted to sign peace. In this context, the Venetian authorities
of Nafplio were ordered to inform the local population of the upcoming sur-
render of their besieged city to the Ottomans. Being opposed to such a pros-
pect, the locals notified Charles V to send forces so that they would surrender
the city to him. Viewing this development positively, the Spanish side moved
swiftly. Andrea Doria, in command of the fleet, headed for the lonian Sea, so as
to follow the developments closely and be ready to take action. In the meantime,
the Spanish army officer Petros Sekoulas was sent to Nafplio by the Viceroy of
Sicily, Ferrante Gonzaga. Petros Sekoulas, who originated from Nafplio, was or-

1 Gerassimos D. PAGrartis, «Ot anapyéc tng mapovsiog tov Iemavav oty Avotolkn Me-
GOYELD LETA TIC YEMYPUPIKES OVAKAADYELS: TO TTpoevelo “Tov avBévin pnyods g lomavi-
ag” ot Bevetokpatovpevn Képkvpa (1515)», Keprvpaird Xpovika, 6 (2012): Aopévtiogc
Moapiing. Exato ypovia amo tov Gavoro tov. lpoktika Emotnuovikng Aiquepioog. 28—29
Ampidiov 2012, pp. 235-245.

2 See the relevant essay of Ioannis K. HassioTis, «H ITehomdvvnceog oto mhaicio g peco-
velokng moAtikng Tov Kaporov E'», [Telomovvnoiaxda, 15 (1982-1984), pp. 187-240. The
article was also translated in Spanish: «El Peloponeso en el marco de la politica mediter-
ranea de Carlos V», Erytheia, 19 (1998), pp. 79-115 (without the publication of the docu-
ments of the first edition). It is also included in the following book: Ioannis HassioTis, Ten-
diendo puentes en el Mediterraneo. Estudios sobre las relaciones Hispano-Griegas (ss.
XV=XIX) (Miscelanea de Estudios Bizantinos y Neogriegos 1), Editado por: Encarnacion
Motos Guirao, Coordinacion de traducciones al espafiol: Panayota Papadopoulou, Grana-
da, Centro de Estudios Bizantinos, Neogriegos y Chipriotas, 2008, pp. 221-269. Therein-
after reference will be made to the Greek language article.

3 The developments of the Third Venetian—Ottoman War, which led to the fall of Nafplio
and Monemvasia, are commented on in detail by Athanasios N. KonpyLis, 7o Nadziio
(1389-1540). Mia sopwroixn noiy oty EAAnvo-Pevetikn Avazoln, Unpublished doctor-
al thesis, Athens, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Department of History
and Archaeology, 2006, pp. 43-52.
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dered to make contact with his compatriots so that they would jointly define an
action plan. Venice became aware of all the above and acted methodically. After
complaining to Charles V about the Spanish actions in the lonian Sea, it took care
to send its own fleet to the area to control the situation. With the help of Venetian
officers sent to Nafplio, Venice managed to convince the locals of the need to
surrender the city to the Ottomans. Finally, they alerted the latter of the imminent
arrival of Petros Sekoulas and, once arrived in the Greek territory, he and his men
were all arrested. They were taken to Constantinople where, after being subjected
to torture, they were beheaded.*

With the surrender of Nafplio and Monemvasia, on 21 and 23 November
1540, all the Peloponnese came under the Ottoman rule. Any hopes of Venice
or Spain taking control of the area were dashed. The future of the peninsula was
no more a pending challenge. The two new possessions were gradually incorpo-
rated in the existing administrative system of the new rulers and life there soon
returned to normal.’

A few months after the occupation, the people in Nafplio sent an embassy to
Ecumenical Patriarch Jeremiah I, asking for the reestablishment of the Metropolis.
Their request was positively considered. In 1541, Dorotheos® was appointed as
Metropolitan of Argos and Nafplio, with seat at Naflpio. In 1576, as Theodosios
Zygomalas notes in his Odoiropirov, the Metropolitan of Nafplio had 150 priests
and 4,000 houses (zepeic 150 kot oonitio yiAiadog téooopag).’

4 See the relevant study of loannis K. Hassiotis, Zyéoeic EAAvav kou lorovav oto ypovio.
¢ Tovprokpatiog, Thessaloniki, 1969, pp. 37-38. More detailed information is provided
by the relevant archive material, in HassioTis, «H ITekomdévvncog 6to mhaicio g pecoyet-
axng moAtikng tov Kaporov E'», cit., pp. 211-216, 233-239 docs. E'-H". Cf. KonpyLIs,
To Novmlio, cit., pp. 48-49.

5 On the surrender of Nafplio from the Venetian general proveditor of the Sea (provveditore
generale da Mar), Alessandro Contarini, to Kasim Pasha, governor of the Peloponnese, on
21 November 1540, see Apostolos VakaLopouLos, latopio tov Néov Elinvieuod, Vol. 3:
Tovproxporio 1453—1669. O1 aywveg yio v mwioty ko v elevbepio, Thessaloniki, 1968,
pp. 160-161. Cf. KonpyLis, To Nadriio, cit., p. 49.

6 Periklis G. ZERLENTIS, «Avac0GTAGIS TG UNTPOTOLE®G Apyovg Kot NavmAlog kotd To
1541», AOnva, 27 (1915), pp. 202-207. Cf. Dimosthenis StraTIGOPOULOS, O Nikolaog Ma-
Aoéog, mpwromamas Novmliov, kai to avyypopiko tov Epyo (Bulavtiva keipevo kot pelé-
ton 47), Thessaloniki, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Centre for Byzantine Reserch,
2008, p. 93.

7 Emile LEGRAND, Notice biographique sur Jean et Théodose Zygomalas (Recueil de textes
et de traductions publié par les professeurs de I’Ecole des Langues Orientales Vivantes,
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In the years to come, due to its strategic importance, the Peloponnese contin-
ued to remain a key concern for Venice. In the context of general rearrangements,
which were to take place in the wider region, reconquering the peninsula was one
of Venice’s tacit priorities.®

Furthermore, the international situation made Spain, which during the reign
of Phillip II appeared to have withdrawn interest from the eastern Mediterranean,
change its stance. Phillip II was worried by the continuous expansion of the
Ottomans in northern Africa and the revolt of the Crypto-Muslims (moriscos)
in Andalusia in 1568. Such developments were deemed to have the potential to
challenge his position in the future and, for this reason, had to be met with prompt
and forceful response. Under these circumstances, he started to seek ways to pen-
etrate the eastern Mediterranean again. His ultimate goal was to create a climate
of tension in the region, which would compel the Ottomans to enter into negotia-
tions about the future of the Mediterranean as a whole.’

Spain’s renewed interest in the Greek territory preoccupied Venice. Another
strong adversary had been added, claiming a region in which Venice had tradi-
tionally had great influence, and thus changing the existing balance of power.!

a ’occasion du VIIle Congrés International des Orientalistes tenu a Stockholm en 1889,
Tome second), Paris, Imprimerie Nationale, 1889, p. 192. Cf. StraTIGOPOULOS, O NikdAa-
o¢ Moiaéog, cit., p. 93.

8 The information about the peninsula, published by Maria Pia PEpant Fasris (Ed.), I “Do-
cumenti Turchi” dell’Archivio di Stato di Venezia, Inventario della miscellanea con 1’e-
dizione dei regesti di Alessio BomBacif (Pubblicazioni degli Archivi di Stato, Strumenti
CXXII), Venice, Ministero per i beni culturali e ambientali, Ufficio centrale per i beni ar-
chivistici, 1994, passim, are of great importance.

9 For Spain’s interest in the region in the following years, see Jos¢é Manuel FLORISTAN, «Fe-
lipe I1 y la empresa de Grecia tras Lepanto (1571-78)», Erytheia, 15 (1994), pp. 155-190.
Also, Pedro BADENAS, «H S10TOKTIKT] TOATIKY TNG WOTOVIKNG povapylog 6TV AVatoAn.
Awmhopatio kot kotookoneio oto IET” kot IZ” aiy, in Lenos MavrommaTis and Katerina
Nikoraou (Eds.), Baixavia kor Avazoiixi Meaoyetog 120c—170¢ ouaveg. Tpaxtira tov Ai-
eBvoig Xoumoaiov oty Mviun A. A. Zoxvbnvoo. AOnva, 14—15 lovovapiov 1994 (To Bu-
Cavtio onuepa 2), Athens, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Institute for Byzantine
Research, 1998, pp. 11-28.

10 To better understand the developments of that period, see Ioannis K. Hassiotis, O1 EALn-
VEC OTIC TOPOUOVES THS Vouuoyiag ¢ Navmartov. EkkINoELS, emavootatikés KIVIoEIS Kol
eleyEpoels oty EAANVIKI YEPOOVHOO OTO TIS TAPOLLOVES G TO TEAOC ToL Kvmpiakod woléuon
(1568—1571), Thessaloniki, Society for Macedonian Studies, Institure for Balkan Studies,
1970. Cf. Manoussos Manoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greci», in Gino Benzoni (Ed.), 11 Medi-
terraneo nella seconda meta del *500 alla luce di Lepanto, Florence, Leo S. Olschki, 1974,
pp. 215-241.
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The competition between the two powerful political forces of the west as-
sumed great dimensions on the eve of the Fourth Venetian—Ottoman War (1570—
1573). During this time secret agents from both sides are touring the Greek penin-
sula. The movements of all these people are very similar. Moving cautiously, they
collect information about the defense capability of the Peloponnesian fortresses,
detect flaws and seek to include strong local actors in the conspiracy plans they
are elaborating. In order to win their support, they do not hesitate to promise them
future restoration of their authority.

The focus of almost all the initiatives taken by both the Venetians and the
Spaniards was on the Peloponnese. As a first step, both sides were considering
organizing the necessary movements aiming to liberate the peninsula from the
Ottomans. In the context of a general revolt, occupying Nafplio, which was the
center of the Peloponnese, was of great importance.

Among the plans regarding the Peloponnese presented to the Spanish author-
ities at the time, three stand out. The first was submitted in the early spring of
1569 by the commander of the stradioti or estradiotes (mercenary light cavalry
corps) of the Spanish army of Flanders Petros Menagias.'? The second plan was
submitted in 1569, with loannis Varelis and loannis Akkidas arguing about its

11 As to the Spanish network of spies acting in the Greek territory, see Giovanni K. HassIoTs,
«Venezia e i domini veneziani tramite di informazioni sui Turchi per gli Spagnoli nel sec.
XVI», in Hans-Georg Beck, Manoussos MaNoussacas and Agostino Pertust (Eds.), Ve-
nezia. Centro di mediazione tra Oriente e Occidente (secoli XV-XVI). Aspetti e problemi,
Vol. 1, Florence, Leo S. Olschki, 1977, pp. 117-136, esp. 131-133. Cf. Katerina F. Zaripi,
O Méyac Ipwroramas Kepripag AreéCioc Poprodpog. Adyiog tov 160v o1 (1504—1574),
Corfu, Tonian University, 1995, pp. 84-85. For details, see Paolo PreTO, I servizi segreti di
Venezia. Spionaggio e controspionaggio ai tempi della Serenissima, Milan, Gruppo edito-
riale il Saggiatore S.p.A., 2004, pp. 117-123.

12 For more details about Menagias’ plan, see HassioTis, Ot EAAnveg Ti¢ TopopoveS The vav-
unoyioc e Novmdkrov, cit., pp. 37-48, 236-237 doc. B'. Cf. MaNoussacas, «Lepanto e i
Greci», cit., pp. 219-220; Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «Emavactotikég kivioelg otn Popgtoduti-
k1 [Tehomdvvnoo ota éAn tov 160v cidvar, in Helen G. Sarabi (Ed.), Ipaxtixa Xovedpi-
ov: Abun: Ppayrokpatio — Bevetokpatio— A’ Tovproxpartio. 1-2 Oktwfpiov 2005, Patras,
Municipality of Dymi — Region of Western Greece — 6th Ephorate of Byzantine Antiqui-
ties, Patras — Ethnological Society of Peloponnese, 2012, pp. 218-219. On the corps of the
stradioti, see Stathis BIRTACHAS, «Stradioti, Cappelletti, Compagnie or Milizie Greche:
‘Greek” Mounted and Foot Troops in the Venetian State (Fifteenth to Eighteenth Centu-
ries)», in Georgios Tueotokis and Aysel YiLpiz (Eds.), 4 Military History of the Mediter-
ranean Sea: Aspects of War, Diplomacy and Military Elites, Leiden & Boston, Brill, 2018,
pp. 325-346.



78 NAM Anno 3 (2022), Fascicoro SpeciaLE 1. LuGLio 2022 VENETIAN-OTTOMAN WARS

paternity, both descending from families of coders and Greek manuscript dealers,
and having common interests.'* The third conspiracy plan was submitted in June
1570. Its author was Georgios Mizoteros from Tripolitsa, who had served in mil-
itary groups of both Venice and Spain as a commander of the Greek stradioti for
many years.'

It is worth mentioning that in one of those plans, that of Petros Menagias,
there was a rough sketch of the Peloponnese, on which the Ottoman military
headquarters in the peninsula were marked (Fig. 1)."

All three submitted plans provided for the liberation of the Peloponnese. They
differed, however, depending on the author, as to the region where the revolution-
ary movements would take place. In the plan of Petros Menagias, coming from
Pyrgia of Kyparissia, the center of action was placed in the area of Messinia,
while in that of loannis Varelis and loannis Akkidas, in the northern Peloponnese,
and, finally, in that of Georgios Mizoteros, who came from Tripolitsa, in the cen-
tral Peloponnese.

According to Ioannis Varelis and loannis Akkidas’ s plan, Nafplio was one of
the cities that had to be occupied.!* On the basis of evidence collected by Petros

13 For Varelis—Akkidas’ plan, see HassioTis, Ot EAAnves o1ig mapopoves T Vaouoyios e
Nowvmdxrov, cit., pp. 48-76, 244-245 doc. H'. Cf. MaNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit.,
pp- 221-222; Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «H Movn Ta&opydv tov Atyiov ota téAn tov 160v
avy», [lelomovvnaioxa, 21 (1995), pp. 57-59; TsikNakis, «Enavactatikég Kivioelg ot fo-
petodvtikn Tlehomdvvnoon, cit., pp. 219-221.

14 For Mizoteros’ plan, see Hassiotis, Ot EAMnves otig nopopovés e vavuoyios te Novmd-
KTov, cit., pp. 76-85. Cf. MaNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., p. 220; TsikNakis, «Ema-
VOO TOTIKEG KIVPGELG 0T fopetodutikn [Tehomdvvnoon, cit., p. 221. His action in Madrid at
the end of 1570 and the beginning of 1571 is described by the Venetian ambassador at the
Spanish court at the time, Leonardo Dona: Mario BrunerTt and Eligio VitaLk (Eds.), La
Corrispondenza da Madrid dell ambasciatore Leonardo Dona (1570—-1573), Vol. I (Civil-
ta Veneziana — Fonti e Testi V), Venice & Rome, Istituto per la Collaborazione Culturale,
1963, pp. XVI-XVII, 132 (October 26, 1570), 185-186 (January 19, 1571) and 292 (May
28, 1571).

15 This sketch, today kept in ArRcHIvo GENERAL DE SIMANCAS (AGS), Mappas, planos y dibujos
(MPD), 06, 036, has been published at least three times so far: in Hassiotis, Or EAlyveg
OTIC TOPOUOVES THS Vavuayiog tns Novmdktov, cit., p. 41; José M. FLoORISTAN Imizcoz, Fuen-
tes para la politica oriental de los Austrias. La Documentacion del Archivo de Simancas
(1571-1621), Vol. 1, Leén, Universidad de Ledn, Servicio de Publicaciones, Con la Cola-
boracion de la Caja de Ahorros y Monte de Piedad de Leon, 1988, between pp. 260 and 261;
TsiknNakis, «To Navmhto kot ta oxéEdo. KatdAnyng Tov, cit., p. 390 fig. 1.

16 Hassiotis, O1 Elinves otig mopouoves e voouoyios s Navmaxrov, cit., p. 61. Cf.
FLorisTAN, «Felipe II y la empresa de Grecia tras Lepanto (1571-78)», cit., p. 162.
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1 Map of the Morea peninsula and adjacent coasts and islands [Mapa de la peninsula de
Morea y de las costas e islas adyacentes]; by Petros Menagias, 1568? ARCHIVO GENERAL
DE SIMANCAS (AGS), Mappas, planos y dibujos (MPD), 06, 036. Courtesy of: Spain.
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport [Espafia. Ministerio de Educacion, Cultura y
Deporte], Archivo General de Simancas.

Source: http://www.mcu.es/ccbae/es/consulta/registro.do?id=176769

Menagias, 600 men were protecting its mighty fortress.!” There is no information,
however, about conspiracy movements being organized in the city. For the suc-
cess of the plans, the participation of groups of stradioti serving in the military
units of Flanders and Italy in the operations was deemed indispensable. In fact,
according to all evidence, the pressure put on these groups to take action proved
to be of crucial importance.

In an effort to lure the Spanish side and make it adopt their plans, the secret
agents stressed the importance of the Peloponnese in the East. In the beginning,
their proposals aroused the interest of the Spanish side but later on, with the ex-
ception of loannis Varelis—loannis Akkidas’ plan, which seemed more feasible,
interest was lost. This was due to the great extent of the military operations and

17 Hassiotis, O1 EAAnves otig mopopoves e vavuayiog e Novmdxrov, cit., p. 43.



80 NAM Anno 3 (2022), Fascicoro SpeciaLE 1. LuGLio 2022 VENETIAN-OTTOMAN WARS

the huge costs required for a positive result.

Venice was aware of all the above movements, calmly watching the devel-
opments and examining ways of responding to Spain’s penetration in the Greek
territory,'® even though it was in an extremely difficult position, as it had to take
action in great secrecy so as not to cause problems in its diplomatic relations with
the Ottomans. The opportunity it had hoped for more vigorous action was soon
be given.

With the outbreak of the Fourth Venetian—Ottoman War, in spring 1570, the
scene was set for change. In response to the Ottoman attack on Cyprus, apart
from taking military action, it was considered necessary to organize revolution-
ary movements within the Greek territory. These would confuse the enemy, who
would find it difficult to focus on the main target. Many secret agents were mobi-
lized in this direction, with impressive results. Any information about the military
capacity of the Ottomans would be valuable.

At the critical time, the contribution of the Greek community in Venice proved
crucial. Once the Venetian intention to take military action in the Gre ek territory
became apparent, the mobilization within the Greek Brotherhood of Venice was
intense."

Particular interest was shown by the members of the Brotherhood coming from
Nafplio.?® With memories still fresh of their hometown, they thought there was
now hope for its reoccupation. One of them was the scholar Grigorios Malaxos,
who suggested fomenting a revolutionary movement in the Greek territory, which
would be supported by the Ecumenical Patriarch Metrophanes I11.>!

18 For the reactions to the Spanish plans, see Ibid., pp. 85-90. Cf. Manoussacas, «Lepanto e
i Greciy, cit., pp. 222-223; TsikNakis, «Emavactotikés kivnoelg otn Bopetodvtikn Ieho-
ndvvnoom, cit., p. 222.

19 On the mobilization that took place, see Hassi0Tis, Ot EAAnveg 6tig mopapovés te voouo.-
xiog ¢ Novmdxrov, cit., pp. 105-106.

20 For the strong Nafplian presence in the Greek Brotherhood of Venice at the time, see Fani
Mavrolpl, Zoufolsj oty iotopio the EAMAnvikng AdeApotytag Bevetiag oto IXT  ouwvo. Exk-
doon tov B” Mntpwov eyypoparv (1533—-1562), Athens, Notis Karavias’ Bookstore, 1976,
p- 65; Sotiris Koutmanis, «Navrthmteg ot Bevetio (160¢ — 180¢ auwvag). H kowotn-
T0. NG SWOTOPAG G TOTIKY 1oTopion, Navrliokd Avalexta, 9 (2017): Eftychia D. Liata
(Ed.), Tiyg Beveriag t” Avami. 300 ypovie amo to tédog wag emoxns 1715-2015. Emotyuo-
viko Zvumooto. Navrhio, 9—-11 Oktwppiov 2015. Ilpaxtika, Nafplio, Municipality of Naf-
plio — Cultural Foundation “Ioannis Kapodistrias”, 2017, pp. 211-219.

21 On his proposals, see HassioTis, Ot EAAnveg oti¢ mapopovés e voouoyiog e Novrdktov,
cit., pp. 23, 60 and 124-133.
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Among those who expressed concerns at the time was a person who knew the
Greek territory very well; that person was the Nafplian scholar Andreas Londanos.
He was a graduate of the University of Padua and a knight of the Tuscany order
of San Stefano.”? He was married to [zabeta Kouvli, daughter of the rich merchant
and shipowner Andronikos, son of Kanakis Kouvlis,? also Nafplian and a man of
high status in the Venetian circles.

In the spring of 1570, he started examining the direction in which the Venetian
military operations had to move, and soon enough his proposals were made con-
crete. On June 7, 1570, he appeared before the Heads of the Council of Ten (Capi
del Consiglio dei Dieci) and submitted two proposals concerning military opera-
tions in Greece, in which local populations would be keen to participate, accord-
ing to written assurances which he had received by residents of Albania, Himara
and Mani.*

In accordance with his first proposal, which was to be implemented promptly,
a large Venetian military force would sail from Corfu to Parga, to then head for
Moscholouri, where it would steal all goods gathered in town on the occasion of
the trade fair that was to be held. In this context, a revolt of the people of Thessaly

22 For him, see Ibid., pp. 108-109, fn. 2. Also, Elli GiotorouLOoY-SISILIANOU, AvT@dviog o
Erapyos. Evag Kepropaiog ovuoviatis tov IXT  aiwva, Athens, 1978, pp. 181 fn. 2, 257-
258. More recent bibliography in Michela DAL BorGo’s article, «La descrizione del Pelo-
ponneso di Andrea Londano alla Repubblica di Venezia (1570)», Mediterranean World, 20
(2010), pp. 133-150.

23 For Izabeta Kouvli and her marriage to Andreas Londanos, see Mavroipi, Zoufloly otyv
1gtopio. e EAAnvikng Adelpotnrag Bevetiog, cit., p. 141 fn. 4; Despina Er. ViLassi, «Avo
Srafnkeg TV apydv tov 170v awdva. ard to TTorod Apyeio Tov EAAnvikovy Ivetitovtov
Bevetlagy, Onoavpiouara, 31 (2001), pp. 183-190, 198-203 no 1; Despina Er. Viassy, «Le
ricchezze delle donne. Pratica testamentaria in seno alle famiglie greche di Venezia (XVI-
XVIII sec.)», in Chyssa MarLTEZOU and Gogo VarzeLioti (Eds.), Oltre la morte. Testamenti
di Greci e Veneziani redatti a Venezia o in territorio greco-veneziano nei sec. XIV-XVIIIL.
Atti dell’incontro scientifico. Venezia, 22—23 gennaio 2007 (Convegni — 11), Venice, Isti-
tuto Ellenico di Studi Bizantini e Postbizantini di Venezia, 2008, pp. 87, fn. 13, 93 and fn.
34,94 fn. 37,98 fn. 57, 100; DAL Borco, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Lon-
danow, cit., pp. 133-134.

24 As to his movements and plan, see HassioTis, Ot EAApveS oTiC TapopovéS ThHe VOOUOYIoS
¢ Nawvmaxroo, cit., pp. 107-117, 238-239, doc. A". Cf. MaNoussacas, «Lepanto e 1 Gre-
ciy, cit., p. 223; Tsiknakis, «Emavootatikég kvnoelg otn Poperodvtikry Ilehomdvvncor,
cit., p. 222; Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «To gpovptlo tov [1opto Kéyo otn Mévn kot ) Koto-
oTpoP1N Tov amd Tovg Bevetove to 1570%», Aaxwvikal Zrovoat, 20 (2012): Tty mpo-
opopa. eic EAéviyy Mmelid-Bayioxaxov. AvOwv. Taowv avleor memowkiiuévog Ihadz. Tlol.
55¢, pp. 449-450.
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against the Ottomans was bound to break out.> The Venetian authorities appeared
uninterested in this plan due to it being impossible for them to mobilize military
forces as quickly as suggested for the success of the operation.?

The second proposal provided for a concrete plan of action in the Peloponnese
centered on the Isthmus of Corinth. It was based on a similar earlier successful
operation, carried out between 1537 and 1540 by the Nafplian Georgios Saras,
an Arvanite stradioto in the service of Venice, together with some companions.
According to planning, a Venetian military force of 500—-1000 men would dis-
embark in the region of Isthmus of Corinth, cutting off communication between
Central Greece and the Peloponnese. Immediately thereafter, they would start
capturing the major Ottoman military centers in the peninsula.”

Londanos provided information about every fortress of the Peloponnese, its
defense state, the number of soldiers stationed in it, and the population composi-
tion of the wider area. In his descriptions, he often incorporated historical back-
ground, coming from books of ancient authors.?

Finally, in order for the military expedition to be successful, he proposed cer-
tain improvements concerning its siege system, and therefore designed two new
weapons which he considered to be more effective. These were geranium and
triena ferrea. He also proposed the type of galley he considered to be the best for
their operations.?

This proposal immediately aroused the interest of the Council of Ten
(Consiglio dei Dieci), which took care to write it down in a separate twelve-page

25 Hassioris, O1 ElAnves otigc mapopoves ¢ vovuoyiog s Novmdxrov, cit., pp. 109-110,
238-239, doc. A".

26 Ibid., pp. 109-110.

27 Ibid., pp. 110-116, 238-239, doc. A’. Cf. MaNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., p. 223;
GI0TOPOULOY-SISILIANOU, Aviedviog o Erapyog, cit., pp. 257-258; Tsiknakis, «Enavocta-
TiKég Kvnoelg ot Popetodvtikn [Tehomdvvnooy, cit., p. 222; Tsiknakis, «To ppodpilo Tov
ITopto Kdayo otn Mavny, cit., pp. 449-450; Chryssa MaLTEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari
bizantini nel XVI secoloy, in Giorgio VEspiGNaNI (Ed.), Polidoro. Studi offerti ad Antonio
Carile, Spalato, Fondazione Centro Italiano di Studi sull’Alto Medioevo, 2013, pp. 529-
530.

28 Hassiotis, Ot EAAnveg otig mapopovég e vavuoyiog e Navmdrxrov, cit., pp. 111-112 and
fn. 1, 238-239 doc. A’. See also DaL Borgo, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea
Londanow, cit., pp. 142-145, 150; MaLTEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI
secolow, cit., p. 529.

29 Hassiotis, O1 EAAnveg otig mopouovés e vovuayiog s Novmdxrov, cit., p. 112 and fn. 2.
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booklet (measuring 32x22¢m).* This way, it would be easier for it to be read.’

The Heads of the Council of Ten, who at the time were busy following the
developments concerning the Ottoman attack against Cyprus, avoided taking a
position on the submitted proposal suggesting undertaking military operations
in the Peloponnese, postponing the discussion until later. They asked Londanos,
however, to hand over all the copies of his plan and not show them to anyone.
On being informed by Londanos himself that he had already delivered a copy to
the captain of the galleys (capitano delle galee grosse), they were obliged to in-
tervene. By sending him a confidential letter on June 29, 1570, they asked him to
return the copy as well as any other copies which he had possibly made.*

For obvious reasons, Londanos was analytical in his plan concerning the re-
gion he came from, particularly focusing on the state of its fortifications. Two de-
pictions of Nafplio of approximately the same period constitute valuable sources
for understanding his descriptions. The first is a 16x25,5 cm copper engraving,
which is included in the Venetian cartographer Giovanni Francesco Camocio’s
Isole famose, porti, fortezze, e terre maritime, printed in Venice, probably in 1574
(Fig. 2).» The second is a 15%26,5 cm two-page miniature, included in the Cretan
painter Georgios Klontzas’ illuminated manuscript, which was completed be-
tween 1590 and 1592 (Fig. 3).

According to Londanos, Nafplio was stretching out to the sea like a turtle. It
could not be hit by artillery if it were not from the north. But there was Bourtzi

30 Ibid., p. 110 and fn. 4; DAL Borco, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy,
cit.,, p. 133 fn. 1.

31 ArcHiIvio b1 Stato b1 VENEzIA (hereafter: ASVE), Consiglio dei Dieci, Miscellanea Codici,
register (hereafter: reg.) 110, fols. 3r-12r. Text edited by DAL Borco, «La descrizione del
Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., pp. 141-150. Cf. HassioTis, Ot EAAnves atig wopao-
HoVES TS vavuayiog s Novmaktov, cit., pp. 112-116, where the Greek translation of the
text.

32 DaL Borgo, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., p. 135 and fn. 15.

33 Giovanni Francesco Camocio, Isole famose, porti, fortezze, e terre maritime sottoposte al-
la Ser.ma Sig.ria di Venetia, ad altri Principi Christiani, et al Sig.or Turco, novamente po-
ste in luce, Venice, Alla libraria del segno di S. Marco, [c. 1574], p. 70. Cf. HassioTis, O1
ElAnveg otig mopouovés e vovuayiog ts Novmdxroo, cit., pp. 112-113 fn. 7 (publication
of the plan on p. 113).

34 BiBLIOTECA NAZIONALE MARciANA DI VENEzIA (BNMV), CI. VII, 22 (=1466), ff. 125v-126r.
Cf. Athanasios D. PaLiouras, O (wypagpos [ewpyios Kioviias (1540 ci. — 1608) kou au
HKpoypagior 1ov kwoikog ovtod, Athens, Grigoris Publishers, 1977, pp. 132,231 and plan
270.
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2 Map of Nafplio [«Napoli [di Romania] Citta nella Provincia della Morea»]. Source:
Giovanni Francesco Camocio, Isole famose, porti, fortezze, e terre maritime sottoposte
alla Ser.ma Sig.ria di Venetia, ad altri Principi Christiani, et al Sig.or Turco, novamente
poste in luce, Venice, Alla libraria del segno di S. Marco, [c. 1574].

(Castel Scoglio), which was surrounded by artificial, not natural, inner break-
waters (porporelle), and it would be highly dangerous for an armada to enter;
it provided great security and rendered this side of the city impregnable (ine-
spugnabile). On the side of Palamidi hill (monte Palamedo) though, carrying
out an attack would be much easier. No artillery was deployed on that side by
the Ottomans, as they felt sovereign over land, which also explained why the
moat (fossa), once being deep and filled with water, was now filled with soil. Its
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3 Nafplio [«To Avémiw], 1590—1592. BIBLIOTECA NAZIONALE MARCIANA DI VENEZIA
(BNMV), Gr. VII, 22 (= 1460), ff. 125v-126r. Courtesy of: Italy. Ministry of Culture —
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana. Reproduction forbidden [Su concessione del Ministero

della Cultura — Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana. Divieto di riproduzione].

counterscarp (contrascarpa) was now covered with crops almost up to the hill,
and the part of the wall between the bastions (cortina) had been damaged; as a
consequence, it was easy for someone to cross the city by night and get to the
Land Gate (Porta di terra ferma).

On the other side of the city, namely on the side of the gulf, there was a not

quite big cave (grotta) and a narrow passage starting from that point and leading
up to the Castle of the Greeks (Castel dei Greci). Many could climb up to the
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Castle through this passage, although, because of its narrowness, no more than
one at a time. During the last war, someone having reached that point, ordered
that a hundred more soldiers be sent, and they all stayed there to protect the Castle
of the Greeks. This had happened a number of times in the past. Now the Castle
of the Greeks had no garrison or walls, but only a few artillery pieces (pochi pezzi
d’artigliaria). The above entrance to the Castle of the Greeks was secret. On that
side of the city, where the Albanian houses were, the walls were low (puocco alta
di terra) and vulnerable to attacks. A man of those living there offered, together
with a few other men, to secretly enter the Castle from that point, as he had al-
ready examined this possibility many times. In the night hours, there were eight
garrisons around the city walls and four on the Castle of Torri (Castel Torron), the
Castle of the Franks (Castel di Franchi) and that of the Greeks.

The city garrison consisted of 300 mercenaries. In the Castle of the Greeks
there was an agha (aga), in the same grade as the castellan (castellano). It was
his responsibility to keep the keys of the above Castles and resided in the city’s
episcopal residence, which was in the Castle of the Greeks. In the Castle of Torri,
there was another agha with 150 Ottomans. His responsibility was to take care of
the supplies, which amounted to approximately 20.000 stara.

Christians were forbidden to live in the Castles. They were well equipped with
artillery, mostly on the side of the Argolic Gulf, to fight enemy armadas. In the
city, there were also 400 Ottomans and 150 Janissaries (gianiceri). Among the
400 Ottomans, many were useless for military service, as, for the most part, they
were families and children.

For the aforementioned reasons, on the side of the sea there were many pieces
of artillery, while on the side of the land only a few. On Bourtzi there were 60
Ottomans and enough artillery. They collected rain water in two tanks (cisterne).
The city used water, which was conveyed from outside sources through conduits.

Colonel (colonello) Agostino Cluson, military commander of the city in the
previous war, claimed one could enter from the side of the moat (banda del fos-
s0), where the old gate that used to remain closed, had now been walled up by the
Ottomans. In Londanos view, choosing this particular side to enter the city from,
would be the least easy way to do so, compared to the other options.

Londanos’ description of the city concludes by saying that there were 400
Christian men living in Nafplio, all devoted to the Venetian Republic, as well as
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Arvanites living in many villages.

He also added that 60 miles away of Nafplio, at Capo Schilo, there was the
Castle of Thermisi (Castel Termissi), which was of strategic importance as it was
in control of a region with large and efficient salt lakes. Its garrison comprised 80
Ottoman soldiers. All the residents of the local villages were Christians, dissat-
isfied with the Ottoman administration and willing to leave their land for good,
even if they had to abandon their homes and possessions.*

We can see that Londanos’ proposal provided a complete picture of the state
of Nafplio at the time.** He had managed to gather all this information about his
hometown from his compatriots who lived in or travelled to Venice.

In the meanwhile, developments were proceeding quickly. In the summer of
1570, the Ottomans managed to occupy the biggest part of Cyprus with relative
ease and were now besieging Famagusta. Acting without a proper planning, the
Venetian fleet failed to stop them.?’

During this eventful period, Londanos saw his plan remain unimplemented.
In parallel, he had also delivered a treatise, entitled /e battaglie navali con molta

35 DaL Boraco, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., pp. 146-147 (on
p- 139 sort reference to the relevant passage). Also, see HassioTis, Ot EAAnves otig mapa-
Hovég g vavpoyiog s Navrdrrov, cit., pp. 112-114 (translation of the passage of «De-
crizioney).

36 On the fortifications of the city, see Giuseppe GEroLA, «Le fortificazioni di Napoli di Ro-
mania», Annuario della Regia Scuola Archeologica di Atene e delle Missioni Italiane in
Oriente, 13-14 (1930-1931, ed. 1934), pp. 347-410. Cf. Tordanis E. DimakorouLos, «H
TOAN TG ENPAC TV EVETIKOV 0YLPp®OGE®V ToV NowrAlovy, in Ipaktikd tov 4™ Aicbvodg
2vvedpiov [lelomovvnaiokwv Xrovdwv. Kopivbog, 9—-16 Zenteufpiov 1990, Vol. 2: Ap-
yo1otng kou Bolavriov (Ilehomovvnolokd. Mopaptmua 19), Athens, Society for Pelopon-
nesian Studies, 1992—1993, pp. 297-323, esp. 298-300 [= Scripta Minora. Epevves oty
OPYITEKTOVIKN KOL EPYa YIo. TH cOVTHPNoN TV pviueiov (Anpoctebpoto Tov Apyotoloyt-
KoV Aghtiov ap. 88), Athens, Hellenic Republic, Ministry of Culture, 2005, pp. 329-346,
esp. 330-332]; Ioanna Th. STERIOTOU, «ZVUTANPOUOTIKE QUUVTIKE PV OTIC OYVPDCELS
¢ [Tehomovvioov (1684—1715). Avo oyédo Tov Tel)ovs TG TOANG Tov Nowmhiov (180g
at.) and 1o apyeio g Bevetiagy, in Charis Kavrica (Ed.), H ekotpazeio. tov Morosini kau
70 “Regno di Morea”. Moveufociwtikoc Ouidog. I'” Zvuroaio lotopiog kor Teyvng 20-22
lovliov 1999, Athens, “Hestia” Publishers, 1998, pp. 135-154, esp. 140-143.

37 Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «H Kompog ot divi) 10U avtoy®viopoy TV EVpOTUiKOV Suvape-
oV (150¢-160¢ at.)», in Nikos G. MoschHonas (Ed.), Konpog. Zravpodpou ts Meooyeiov
(«Emomung Kowoviay. Edikéc Mopopwtikég Exdnimoelg), Athens, National Hellenic
Research Foundation — Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus in Athens, “House of Cyprus”,
2001, pp. 97-101.
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prudentia et esperienza trattate in lingua greca elegantissimamente da Leone
Sapiente imperator di Constantinopoli, to the Heads of the Council of Ten.*
When exactly he delivered this text remains unknown. In his letter including his
proposals for military operations in the Greek territory, submitted to the Council
of Ten on June 7, 1570, he made some allusions: «Fui anco studioso in mostrar
istoriate sopra la carta le varie foggie et maniere de ordinanze maritime, secondo
che mi hano ricordato gli antichi autori et moderni greci, con diversi strataggemi
et instromenti che contra gli inimici se potrebbon usar nelle galere et navi appro-
vati dall’esperienzay.*

In the months to come, Londanos would keep pressuring the Council of Ten
to undertake a military operation in the Peloponnese, while receiving the servic-
es of the experienced Georgios Saras. The Heads of the Council of Ten asked
Londanos to provide them with more information about him. At the same time,
they ordered him to go to the Senate’s member Agostino Barbarigos’ house and
give him the aforementioned battaglie navali to read. That is what happened.
After studying the text carefully, the Venetian official asked Londanos to translate
it in Italian, which the latter promised to do.*

Londanos described all the above moves in a letter to the Heads of the Council
of Ten, which most probably, although not dated, was drawn up on January 26,
1571. In this letter he repeated his ideas about undertaking military operations,
already expressed in writing a few months before. He underlined the fact that
Georgios Saras, who was then serving in Dalmatia, could offer them valuable
services. He came from Nafplio, was knowledgeable about the Peloponnesian
peninsula, spoke Turkish, Greek and Albanian and could therefore easily rouse
the local population and persuade them to take the side of Venice.*

On January 26, 1571, in another handwritten letter to the Heads of the Council

38 DaL Borgo, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., p. 136 and fn. 18,
137 and fn. 25. Cf. MaLtEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI secoloy, cit., p.
529.

39 HassioTis, O1 EAAnveg atig mopopoves e vavuayiog e Navmaxtoo, cit., pp. 238-239 doc.
A’. Cf. MaLTEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI secoloy, cit., p. 529.

40 DaL Borago, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londano, cit., pp. 135-136 and
fn. 18, 137 and fn. 25. Cf. MALTEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI secoloy,
cit., p. 529.

41 DaL Borco, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., p. 136 and fn. 18.
Cf. MaLtEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI secoloy, cit., p. 529.
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of Ten, he pointed out that Georgios Saras was known to Fabio da Canal, caval-
ry proveditor in Dalmatia (provveditor ai cavalli in Dalmatia) as well as to all
the cavalry men of the region. He would very willingly offer his services to the
Venetian State.*

In view of these developments, the Venetian authorities started reconsider-
ing the plan to recapture the Peloponnese, submitted by Londanos a few months
earlier. Along with this, they had another similar operation plan in their hands,
also submitted to the Heads of the Council of Ten. The author of this plan, which
included suggestions for naval operations in Greece, was the Corfiot scholar
Antonios Eparchos, who in the spring of 1570 was in Venice as head of a delega-
tion of his compatriots.*

On January 29, 1571, the Council of Ten finally decided that the new Sea
proveditor, Agostino Barbarigo (elected to the post on January 6), be given a
copia del libretto del cavalier Londan cerca l'impresa del Morea as well as the
libro dato dall’Eparco cerca le battaglie navali, so that he would be informed. He
also ordered on arrival in Zara, to contact and take the Nafplian Georgio Saras,
at the time serving in Dalmatia and knowledgeable about the topography of the
Peloponnese, on board his galley, so as to use his services where need be. Lastly,
the Council handed him letters sent by residents of Braccio di Maina and other
regions expressing their intension to revolt against the Ottomans.* From then
on, it was Agostino Barbarigo and the Sea general captain (capitano generale da
mar), Sebastiano Venier, who were to undertake the support of the revolt having

42 DaL Borao, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., p. 136 and fn. 18.

43 Hassiots, Ot Eldnves otig mapopovés e vovuoyias e Navmdktov, cit., pp. 116-117.
Cf. Manoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., p. 223; GIOTOPOULOY-SISILIANOU, AVTadViog 0
Erapyog, cit., p. 6 fn. 2; Georgios S. PLumipis, Aitijuoza kot mpoyuotixotyres twv EAA-
vov ¢ Bevetokpatiog (1554—1600), loannina, University of loannina, 1985, p. 33 no 111;
PrETO, [ servizi segreti di Venezia, cit., pp. 317, 326 fn. 146; DAL BorGo, «La descrizione
del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., pp. 135-136 fn. 17. A summary of the naval ac-
tion plan was published by MaLTEzoU, «Il riuso di testi militari bizantini nel XVI secolo»,
cit., pp. 532-535.

44 HassioTtis, Ot EAAnves atig mopopovés e voaouoyias e Novrdktov, cit., p. 117. Cf. Ma-
Noussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciw, cit., p. 223; DaL Borco, «La descrizione del Peloponneso
di Andrea Londanow, cit., pp. 135-136 and fns. 16-17; TsiknNAKIS, «Enovactotikég Kivi-
oe1g o Popetodvtikn [Tehomdovvmoor, cit., p. 222; MaLTEZOU, «Il riuso di testi militari bi-
zantini nel X VI secoloy, cit., pp. 529-530.
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started in Mani (Fig. 4) and meant to expand it in the rest of the Peloponnese.*

Finding it impossible to meet the ever-growing demands of the war opera-
tions, Venice addressed Pope Pius V, asking him to mobilize the Christian forces
of the West. He took action immediately pushing in different directions.*® His ef-
forts bore fruit resulting in the establishment of the Holy League (Sacra Liga) on
May 20, 1571, with Don Juan de Austria (1547-1578) being in command of the
Christian fleet. The three admirals, Giovan Andrea Doria, Marcantonio Colonna
and Sebastiano Venier, heads of the Spanish, papal and Venetian galleys respec-
tively, also played a decisive role in the operations.’

In an effort to create bridgeheads, Don Juan took advantage of the secret plans,
devised both by Venetians and Spaniards, in the best way, and sought to foment
a nationwide uprising in almost the entire Ottoman-occupied Greek territory.*

It was in such an encouraging climate that the Christian armada set sail for
the Greek seas. However, once the occupation of Famagusta was known, the
Christians restricted themselves to the Ionian Sea. Finally, on October 7, 1571,
the Christian Holy League faced the enemy galleys at the Echinades Islands,
Curzolari according to the western sources, small islands off Lepanto, in a battle
which ended with an almost complete destruction of the Ottoman fleet.*’

The Peloponnese was one of the first areas to revolt. Centered at Mani, whose
inhabitants had been at odds with the Ottoman rulers for years, revolts soon ex-
panded to the biggest part of Messinia.>® That would also be the case in the region
of Achaia. The revolted inhabitants of Aegialia would soon be joined by those
inhabiting the region opposite Aegialia, namely that of Parnassida.’! The region

45 Hassiotis, O1 EAnveg otic mopopoves e vavuayios e Novrdxrov, cit., pp. 117, 170,
221.

46 See Aldo SteLLA, «Lepanto nella storia e nella storiografia alla luce di nuovi documenti»,
Studi Veneziani, n.s., 51 (20006), pp. 216-221.

47 Ibid., pp. 232-233.

48 Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «H vavpayio g Nowmdktov kot ol ETovacTaTiKég KIVIGELS GTOV EA-
Mviko ydpoy, in Kostas G. Tsiknakis (Ed.), Ipaxtixa e Emotyuovikne Zovavenong: H
oamiynon e vavuoyios s Navrwaxtov atny eopwmaiko koouo (Nadraxrog, 13 Oxrwfpiov
2012) (Zvvédpuo — 16), Athens & Venice, Hellenic Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzan-
tine Studies in Venice — Demetrios and Aegli Botsaris Foundation, 2013, pp. 53-89, where
all the relevant bibliography.

49 SteLLA, «Lepanto nella storia e nella storiografiay, cit., pp. 231-236.

50 Tsiknakis, «H vovpayio tng Navmdktovy, cit., p. 59 and fn. 26.

51 Michel LESuRrE, Lépante, la crise de |’Empire Ottoman, Paris, Julliard, 1972, pp. 94-95 and
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4 The Castle of Porto Kagio in Mani (Maina) [«Fortezza di Maina»] besieged by the
Venetians in 1570. Source: Giovanni Francesco Camocio, Isole famose, porti, fortezze,
e terre maritime sottoposte alla Ser.ma Sig.ria di Venetia, ad altri Principi Christiani,
et al Sig.or Turco, novamente poste in luce, Venice, Alla libraria del segno di S. Marco,

[c. 1574].

of Nafplio, guarded by a large number of forces, appears not to have participated
in the mobilization that had started.
There was much that could be done in the immediate future. However, the

Venetians’ appeals for the Christian fleet taking more action so as to conquer cit-
ies in the Peloponnese and Euboea were not heard. The powers that had formed

193; ManNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., p. 233; Tsiknakis, «H Movn Ta&opydv tov
Atylov ota t€An Tov 160V Ly, cit., p. 60; IpEM, «Emavactatikég kivioelg otn fopetodv-
twkn [lehomdvvnoom, cit., pp. 225-226; Ipem, «H vavpayio g Noavrdktovy, cit., p. 63.
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the Holy League set different priorities. As a result, the possibility to reconquer a
substantial number of revolted regions of the Ottoman-occupied Greek territory
was lost.

Taking advantage of the absence of concerted action from the side of the
Christian coalition, the Ottomans managed to suppress revolts in almost all Greek
regions. We have no information on the region of Nafplio. It was only in the
northwest side of the Peloponnese that some revolutionary cells were still found.*

Over this period of time the Greeks who lived in Venice were following these
developments with mixed emotions. Early optimism soon changed to disillusion-
ment over the turn of events. These developments were naturally of particular
interest to Londanos, who, experiencing them, must have had unpleasant feelings
given that his plan had not been implemented; still, he did not give up trying.
Searching for ways to get more political forces involved in the issue of liberat-
ing the Peloponnese, he did not hesitate to turn in another direction; hence, in
February 1572, he sent a more complete plan of intervention in the Peloponnese
to the Grand Duke of Tuscany, Cosimo I de’ Medici. He, though, did nothing
more than express his satisfaction at reading it.*

And while discussions on the Christian fleet taking new action started in the
summer of 1572, the Venetians kept seeking ways to proceed into the Ottoman-
occupied Greek territory. In this climate of war, with various confusing and con-
flicting opinions as to the points of the final attack, the idea to retake Nafplio
was not abandoned; the issue was raised by individuals coming from Naflpio,
who could see that the occupation of their hometown was not in the plans of the
Christian forces.

One of them was Georgis Mormoris, who was in Venice at the time.** He was

52 ManNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., pp. 234-235; Tsiknakis, «H Movn To&apydv tov
Atylov 1o €A ToVL 160V Oy, cit., pp. 60-61; IDEM, «Emavactotikés Kivnoeis ot Popet-
odvtwkn [lehomdvvnoom, cit., pp. 225-226; Ipem, «H vavpoyio e Navrdiktooy, cit., pp.
67-71.

53 DaL Borao, «La descrizione del Peloponneso di Andrea Londanoy, cit., p. 137 and fns. 23-
24.

54 On his activity in the city in those years, see Kostas G. TsIKNAKIS, «Metagopég opyoto-
TTOV Kot poppdpov ord v Kpnm yu my emokeun tov Aovkikov IaAiatiov e Beve-
tiag to étog 1576», in Gogo K. VarzeLiott and Kostas G. Tsiknakis (Eds.), Falyvordzy.
Tyuaj oty Xpvoo. Moirélov, Athens, National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, De-
partment of Theatre Studies — Benaki Museum, 2013, p. 773 and fn. 33, where the relevant
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born to the well-known Naflpian family,”® whose members, after the fall of the
city, settled mainly in Crete.** On his merchant ship, he often travelled back and
forth between Crete and Venice, serving many needs. On one of his trips, he had
apparently visited Nafplio, so by a letter submitted to the Heads of the Council
of Ten on April 21, 1572, he developed concrete proposals on the occupation of
the city.”” Due to lack of space, his plan, which was a mixture of wishful thinking
and risky ventures, cannot be detailed here. I propose to deal with this in another
essay, in which I propose to discuss all his moves, which, among other things,
aimed at the liberation of Nafplio. However, it is worth noting that his views
aroused the interest of the Council of Ten, which dealt with his case on May 5.

bibliography. On his activity in the city in following decades, see in Katerina B. KORRE
(Ed.), To Ipoxtika twv Zvvedevocwv e EAnvikie Adelpotntag Bevetiog: ekloyés kal
oamopaoeis. Biflio A’ (1558—1601) (Graecolatinitas nostra. [Inyég 11), Athens & Venice,
Hellenic Institute of Byzantine and Post-Byzantine Studies in Venice, 2012, passim.

55 For Mormoris’ family, see Hass10Tis, Ot EAApves atig mopaopovés s voouoyios te Nov-
TaKTov, cit., pp. 140-141 fn. 3. As to the most recent bibliography about the family, see
mainly Dionysios BErNIcoLAS-HATZOPOULOS, «k Emmanuel Mormori and the Alfonso Picco-
lomini incidenty, Thesaurismata, 19 (1982), pp. 90-101; Dionyssios Harzorouros, «New
information on the Mormori family», Thesaurismata, 21 (1991), pp. 358-367; Angeliki
Tzavara, «Devozione, violenza e uva passa. Le famiglie di Mourmouris e Catello di Nau-
plion nel XV secoloy, in Chryssa MaLtezou, Angeliki Tzavara and Despina Viasst (Eds.),
1 Greci durante la venetocrazia: Uomini, spazio, idee (XIII-XVIII sec.). Atti del Convegno
Internazionale di Studi (Venezia, 3—7 dicembre 2007) (Convegni 13), Venice, Istituto Elle-
nico di Studi Bizantini e Postbizantini di Venezia, 2009, pp. 597-611; Katerina B. KorrE,
«H Napoli di Romania tov stradiotti (150¢—160¢ at.): T®OG 0 OyOVOS Yo TNV KOTOY| TOV
yopov petacynpatiletar og matpidar, Navriiaxd Avalexta, 9 (2017): Eftychia D. Liata
(Ed.), Tig Beveriag v’ Avami. 300 ypovie amo to tédog wag emoxng 1715-2015. Emotyuo-
viko Zourooto. Novmiio, 9-11 Oxtwfpiov 2015. Ipoxtika, Nafplio, Municipality of Naf-
plio — Cultural Foundation “Toannis Kapodistrias”, 2017, pp. 109-110.

56 For their presence on the island, see Nikolaos B. Tomapakis, «I opiov I'padeviyog un-
tpomoAitng Hpaxdeiog kat ot guyypovol avtd Adylot Kot oyetikol Kprtee. G Owoyé-
vewe. Movpuovpn-Mormori», Erctypic Etaipeios Bolavuivov Zmovdowv, 41 (1974), pp.
34-51+fig. IE"; Maria G. ParraMANI, «O momg tov Auvvra I'edpylog Moppropng kot o
KOGLOG TOV: YNeideg amd v avBpomoyemypapio g KpnTikng dtacmopds (1645-1669)
KoL TNV TVELUATIKY Topoyoyn ota KoOnpa tov 180v awdvar, Noatog, 5 (2008), pp. 207-
221; Katerina B. Korre, «O Biog kot 1 moAtteio g Tpocpuytkng otkoyévetog Movppovpn
(Mormori) ota Xovid tov 160v awwva. [lpoconoypaeioy, in 120 Aiebvés Kpnroloyko Zv-
véopro (Hpaxleto, 21-25.9.2016). Hempoyuéva, https://12iccs.proceedings.gr/el/proceed-
ings/category/38/33/748 (08.08.2019).

57 ASVE, Consiglio dei Dieci, Secrete, filza 16 (March 1572—February 1573): letter submit-
ted by Georgios Mormoris (April 21, 1572). Cf. HassioTis, Ot EAApve otic mapopovg te
vouoyiog s Novmaxroo, cit., p. 225 fn. 1.
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In fact, in an effort to keep the case of Nafplio alive, the Council encouraged
Mormoris’ initiative.

In the meantime, with great difficulty and after strong pressure from Venice,
the Christian fleet was reestablished. Again, it was Don Juan de Austria who was
appointed head of it, accompanied by Marcantonio Colonna, Giacomo Foscarini
and Gil d’ Andrada, representatives of the three main forces of the Holy League.”

One of its first decisions was to take action in the Greek peninsula, in some
regions of which, during the winter of 1571-1572, the revolutionary climate
was renewed. Secret agents acting on behalf of the Venetians and the Spaniards,
sought to form new alliances with influential local figures.® Despite rumors that
the Christian fleet would soon be operating in Greek waters attempting the final
attack to conquer the Peloponnese, none of the aforementioned ambitious plans
materialized.! The fleet’s delay in setting sail, in early September, was indicative
of its intentions. After some wasted movements in the Ionian Sea, it focused its
efforts on conquering Methoni (Fig. 5), unsuccessfully, though.®> The hopes of

58 ASVE, Consiglio dei Dieci, Secrete, reg. 10 (March 1572—February 1573), ff. 25v-26r. Cf.
Hassiotis, Ot EAAnveg otic mopapovés te vovuoyiog e Novrdkrov, cit., p. 225 fn. 1; Ka-
terina B. Korrg, MigBopdpor stradioti tnc Bevetiog. Tloieuikn kor koivawviky Agizovpyio.
(150¢—160¢ archrvog), Unpublished doctoral thesis, Corfu, Ionian University, Department
of History, 2017, p. 375 and fns. 1221-1222.

59 For the rapid developments in those months, see TSIKNAKIS, « Emavootatikéc KIVAGEIS 6T
Boperodvtikn [Meromdvvnoon, cit., p. 230-231; Ipem, «H vavpoyio g Navmdktovy, cit.,
p- 75. For more detailed information, see Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «H votiodvtikn TTehomov-
vnoog B€atpo Torepukdv emyepnoemv to 1572y, in Athanasios Th. Fororouros (Ed.),
Ipaoxtire tov I'” Aicbvoig Zvvedpiov Avarolikwv kou Appikovikayv Xrovdwv: H Ilelomov-
vnoog kata v Tovprokportio ko1 ) Bevetokpatio, (1460-1821) (I'oorodvy, 5—7 Zemreu-
Ppiov 2008): Apiépwua eic Miyonl. B. Xaxeldapiov, Athens, 2022, pp. 576-603 (in print).

60 Tsiknakis, «Emavactoatikés kivioelg ot Popetodvtikn [ehomdvvnoon, cit., p. 231; Ipem,
«H vovpoyio tg Navmarktovn, cit., p. 75-84; IpeMm, «H votiodvtikn I[Tehondvynoog Béatpo
TOAEUIKOV ETLXEPNOE®V TO 1572, cit.

61 Tsiknakis, «Emavactoatikés kivioelg ot fopetodvtikn [lehondvvnoom, cit., p. 231; IpEm,
«H vavpayio g Novrdktovy, cit., pp. 84-86; Ipem, «H votiodvtikn [Tehondvvnoog Héa-
TPO TOAEWKAV EMYEPNGE®Y TO 1572, cit.

62 ManNoussacas, «Lepanto e i Greciy, cit., pp. 237-238; Tsiknakis, «H votiodvtikn ITeho-
TOVVNGOG BENTPO TOAEUIKOV EMEPNGE®V TO 1572, cit. For more detailed information
about the failed siege of Methoni, see Kostas G. Tsiknakis, «H Mgbmvn ot didpketa tov
Tétaptov Bevetotovpkikov [Torépov (1570-1573)», in Angeliki Panorourou (Ed.), IIpa-
xuxa e Emotnuovikne Amuepidoc: H MeBavn ko n mepioyi e omo vy apyoiotnzo.
Em¢ T0. veoTepa ypovia. Apyoiodoyikés kou 1otopikés mpooeyyioeis (Mebawvy, 16—17 Maiov
2015), Athens, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Institute of Historical Research —
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5 The siege of Pylos (Navarino) and Methoni [Modon(e)] by the fleet of the Holy
League (1571). Source: Giuseppe Rosaccio, Viaggio da Venetia, a Costantinopoli: per
mare, e per terra & insieme quello di Terra Santa [...] opera utile a mercanti, marinari

& a studiosi di geografia, Venice, Giacomo Franco, 1598.

the locals, who expected their struggle for liberation to be supported, were disap-
pointed. With the departure of the Christian fleet from the area at the beginning of
October, the final remnants of the Greek resistance in the southwest Peloponnese
were violently crushed by the Ottoman forces.®

In the following months, the new Pope, Gregory XIII, would seek to reestab-
lish the Holy League and send the Christian ships back to the Greek seas.* His

Association of Friends of the Castle of Methoni, 2022 (in print).

63 TsiknAKls, «Emavactatikég kivioelg ot Bopetodutikn [lehomdvvnoon, cit., pp. 231-232;
Ipem, «H vavpayio g Navrdktovy, cit., pp. 86-87; Ipem, «H votiodvtiky I[Teromdvvnceog
0¢atpo modepikadv emyepnoemv o 1572y, cit.

64 On Pope Gregory XIII’s efforts to prolong the Holy League’s action, see Gaetano Coz-
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initiatives, however, met with firm opposition from Spain, which was reluctant
to offer help in this perspective. Seeing that the continuing war was making its
situation worse, Venice speeded up negotiations with the Ottomans, aiming at its
ending. The signing of the peace treaty on March 7, 1573, formally ended the
Fourth Venetian—Ottoman War.®

All information presented here is extremely valuable as it sheds light on a
practically unknown period in Nafplio’s history, that is, the first decades after its
occupation by the Ottomans. As is apparent from plans of all the secret agents, the
city constituted a powerful military center in the Peloponnese.

Andreas Londanos’ and Georgios Mormoris’ proposals are worth lingering
over for a moment. There is so much anguish hidden in the descriptions of the
documents, as is always the case with this kind of documents. Dozens of peo-
ple collaborated under extremely difficult conditions to gather this information.
Certainly, the result is not far from reality. We are provided with a complete
picture of Nafplio’s defense potentials over the last decades of the 16th century.
Despite any deficiencies, conquering it presented considerable difficulties. This
played an important role in the Serenissima’s decision not to go ahead with its
siege. However, in order not to displease the Nafplians living in Venice, whose
services were of major importance to them, the Venetian authorities took care to
clarify that their issue was not abandoned but postponed indefinitely.

In this same period Spain’s attitude gives rise to a number of questions. While
encouraging initiatives for rebellion against the Ottomans, once these mature, it
distances itself letting them fade. However, this seemingly contradictory attitude
is easy to justify: it is the result of a broader policy of skepticism regarding the
area of the eastern Mediterranean, which Spain adopted at the time.*

z1, «Un documento sulla crisi della “Sacra Lega”: le confidenze del padre Francisco Tole-
do all’Avogadore di Comun Nicolo Barbarigo (ottobre 1572)», Archivio Veneto, s. 5, 67
(1960), pp. 76-96. Cf. Tsiknakis, «H vavpayio tng Novmdktoon, cit., p. 86.

65 For the talks before signing the Peace Treaty and the side effects caused by the Venetian
initiative, see Mario BRUNETTI, «La crisi finale della Sacra Lega (1573)», in Miscellanea in
onore di Roberto Cessi, Vol. 2, Rome, Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 1958, pp. 145-155.
See also STELLA, «Lepanto nella storia e nella storiografiay, cit., pp. 245-249; TSIKNAKIS,
«H vavpayio g Novrdktovy, cit., pp. 86-87.

66 Spain’s attitude is commented on by BADENAS, in «H S16T0KTIK TOMTIKN TNG 1GTAVIKNG
povapyiog otnv AvatoAny, cit., pp. 11-28.
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Among the above tactics of the powerful political forces, simple citizens are
experiencing the developments in a different way. Away from their hometown,
Nafplians living in Venice felt disappointed by the turn of events. Different, how-
ever, were the feelings of their compatriots still living in Nafplio, who, alone and
defenseless, were left to cope with the ever-increasing Ottoman aggression in the
years to come.
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